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WELCOME 


We finally made it!! Here’s Bullet #5!! It wasn’t easy to get this issue together. Unavoidable delays happened. 


There’s only so much one can do in 24 hours. Genet, Pyrrhus store/mailorder/wholesale, Bullet, ... they all con- 
sume loads of time. Seems like we will need to catch up a bit as we wanna have Bullet #6 out in late May (should 
give them students something to read during their exams, hehe) & Bullet #7 out by mid August, nicely in time 
for the leperfest! Loads of terrific bands, cool articles, reviews, columns, ... will be featured in there and I’m sure 
you’re just aS Curious as we are to check those future issues out! 


Things look really bright for the future. We added some good new & enthusiastic “Bulleteers” to the staff. We 
have a better structure now and everyone seems keen to make it all work. 


New to this issue is the Bullet News section. We ran this feature online for a while but decided that it would be a 
good idea to also add it to the printed version of the magazine. We will surely keep this section in future issues. 
Anything you wanna communicate? bulletnews@hotmail.com 

Lots of plans, but no more promises. We'll see what future brings and what we can come up with. 


See you all at Groezrock and please try to read between the pipelines! :) 


Bruno Vandevyvere, Gent, 15 March 2003 
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- under the name TOKYO. 2 NORA are finally bysy writing materiat 


og 
itri Mihakakis 


fnder a new nioniker. £-KILUSWITCH.ENGAGE will begih writing 


a for another full-length next week. At this point, the group hopes to 
* record the effort, in’ July, with a early-Fajl release through 


"Eg ue ‘for their next album “Dreamers and Dead Men”, due this Summere Roadrufinet.Records planned. & THE.CLASH have,been:inducted 


r7 


“on Trustkil Reeords & The new SHA! HULUD: récord.willbe filed 2 
“That Within Blood lll-Tempered.” and is finally @xpected in May 


through Revelation. 2 NO TURNING BACK and JHE*DEAL are 


teaming up fora split CD; coming in Maythrough Reflections. 2 | 


Former CONVERGE drummer John DiGiorgio and ex JESUIT 
* bassisteBrétt Matthews’ flew band,THE END OFTHE UMVERSE 

fave signed with’ Fuel Music.°2 Seems like ISIS is plarfhing a 
“3 ggmiwcollaboration album based:on the bands ‘most recent outing 


j bow cegh The concept album will see a release in the coming 


months. £ TERROR and RINGWORM will be releasing a split 7” 

for the Dead.Man’s Hand series on Deathwish. % 100 DEMONS 
receptly “demoed ,sonte new material at Planet Z studios, with 
producer ZeuSs (HATEBREED, SHADOWS FALL)., It’s the first, 
songs they've done With theirsnewest singerPeté Morcey formerly 


of HIGHER FORGE/F@RCED REALITY. & CIRCLEewill be releasing 2 


their new full- length Vaudeville on, April 22 on Reflections. £ 
PENNYWISE has begun working ‘on their next récord, the curently 
untitled alum ars fora Summer 2003 release. & Gangstyle” 
Records Will be releasing a MISFITS “Covers album from 
» TEENAGERS, FROM MARS which features ‘members of ‘RIGHT 
DIRECTION and BACKFIRE and will feature guest vocals from the 
likes gf Joost DISCIPLINE), Michiel (UPPERCUT) and Marco (DE 
HEIDEROOSJES) to name but a few. 2 SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 
are set'to enter the studio later.in the month to begin work on the 
* matgrialefor their forthcoming album; tentatively due in late spring/ 
early summer. g Germany’s powerhouse ENGRAVE will be 
releaSing their pew"album on Defiance late May. % BOYS NIGHT 
OUT ate working on.their new album ‘Make Yourself Sick’, to.be 
released, by Ferret. & EVERY TIME | DIE are peconting in Trax East 
jn NU their 2gd fall length entitled ‘Hot Damn!’. 2 MORDA and 
EMPATHY have signed with Genet Records. 2 CAVE IN’s Stephen 
Brodsky recently hit the studio to record a new solo track for an 


, uptoming compilation as well:as some new material for his side 


project, "NEW IDEA SOCIETY with Mike Law from EULCID, Both 
sessions «were overseen by CONVERGE ‘guitarist Kurt Ballou. & 
THROWDOWN: has joined the Trustkill roster, also CA outfit 
BLEEDING THROUGH Officially signed with Trustkill Records. The 
* metal/hardc6re (with keyboards) outfit was formed in 1999 and at 
one'time featured members of both 18 VISIONS and TAKEN. Their 
Tyustkill Records debut is expected to drop in late-Summer or 
early-Fall. % WILL HAVEN is no more. % Connecticut's CABLE has 
» completed their’ fifth full-length “Never Trust A Gemini,” with 
_producer Steve Austin at the helm. The record will be released in 
May on This Dark Reign Recordings  KEELHAUL-are scheduled 
tO release their* third full-length on Hydra Head Records sometime 
this Fall. 2 New England’s BURY YOUR DEAD have called it a day. 


~ & This May” BURNT BY THE SUN will enter Trax East studios iin 


“New Jersey to record their next full-length. Producing the effort, 
once® again, will be Matt Bayles (BOTCH, MASTODON) and the 
albumeis expected to hit stores in September via-Relapse. 2 LESS 


* THAN JAKE*will be releasing their new-album “Anthem” through 


»Fuefed By Ramén on May 20th. 2 H8000 allstars KINGPIN 
recently fecorded anew song for the upcoming ‘One Track Mind’ 
compilation on Crucial: Response, featuring many European 
promises like INSURANCE RISK, NO DENIAL, BF29, AFTERLIFE, 
THE DEAL, DEADSTOP and many others!. 2 BETWEEN THE 
BURIED AND ME have signed with Victory. They have previously 
released material on Lifeforce and soaps ex-members of PRAYER 
FOR CLEANSING among others. & Rumour goes that NOTHING 
GOLD GAN’STAY and Join The Team Player, the label that was 
- supposed to-release their debut full-length, have parted ways. & 
Rob Fusco of QNE KING DOWN fame has joined MOST PRECIOUS 
BLOOD, who will spend the next couple of weeks working on new 
songs for their next full-length. . & ALL ELSE FAILED’ will be 
releasing thejr farewell CD on-Now Or Never and then continue 
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imth@Rock n Roll Hall-Of Fame. & HATEBREED have been int and 
out ofthe studio. writing and recording new material and plan to 
release a neW album through Republic/Universal by the years end. 
& BACKFIRE will go to NYC to fecord their new album.with Matt 
Henderson (MADBALL) and Mike Dijan (BREAKDOWN). & THE 
MELVINS will be reissuing their first official releasé, complete with 
eafly demos, and extra tracks, under the moniker of “26 Songs” 
through Ipecac.. 2 “Resurrection” i$ the pending title for the new 
CONGRESS album due this fall. 2 THE USED are pimpin it up with 


Kelly Osbourne, the ultimate proof that they don’t have a clue. & _ 


The MARS VOLTA Have mixed théir new album in LA with Rick 


* Rubin (SLAYER, SOAD) once again at the helm. At present.a ~ 


‘May/June release date is being mapped out. & BLOOD HAS BEEN 
SHED, featuring current KILLSWITCH ENGAGE frontman Howard 


Jones; will be releasing their new.album “Spirals” through Ferret ° 
Music in the spring. & THE GOD AWFUL are Kung Fu's newest - 


.Signing. 2 Epjtaph’s TURBONEGRO are going on tour with QOTSA. 
The label’also recently signed THE WEAKERTHANS. & STRETCH 


ARM STONG will be releasing their new album ‘Engage’ in July on. 
. Solid State. First they’re going-on tour with MXPX, NFG and GOOD 


CHARLOTTE... 2 FROM AUTUMN TO ASHES are recording their 
new.album for Ferret Music with Adam Dutkiewicz of KILLSWITCH 
ENGAGE producing. The effort is expected out in the summer. 2% 


DARKEST HOUR have set “Hidden Hands Of A Sadist Nation” as- 


the tentative title to their upcoming new album, to be expected in 
May. % Former BOTCH bassist Brian Cook has joined forces with 
Joe Preston of MELVINS fame in a new group dubbed THESE 
ARMS ARE SNAKES. 2° “A Great Artist” is the pending title of A 
LIFE ONCE LOST’s debut album on Deathwish, scheduled for May. 
& Ray Cappo (YOUTH OF TODAY, SHELTER) is teaming up with 
the guitarist from CRUCIFIX to form a new band called TOUCHING 
WATER. The band is said to sound along the lines of FUGAZI. Ray 
is-also teaming-up with Zoli of IGNITE to release a track entitled 
“We Love European Currency.” YOT are planning a Europe tour by 
the way. 2 Rich Thurston of CULTURE/DIECAST fame and 
TERROR have patted ways. He is replaced by current FIRST 
BLOOD vocalist Carl Swartz. & FEAR MY THOUGHTS and FEAR IS 
THE PATH TO THE DARKSIDE are teaming up for a split CD to be 
released by Scorched Earth Policy Records somewhere this 
spring. & FREYA,.a new band.featuring former EARTH CRISIS 
members will be releasing their debut CD “As The Light Drains” on 
May 20" through Victory. 2 Pluto Records will be releasing new 
records from THIRTY CALLED ARSON’s and CANTERBURY 
EFFECT. 2 Equal Vision have signed a lot of new bands: 
BREAKING PANGAEA, THIS DAY FORWARD, ARMOR FOR SLEEP 
and BEAR VS SHARK. £ RISE AND FALL, a new H8000 allstar 
band featuring members of THE DEAL, VITALITY and KINGPIN 


- have started-playing out. 2 Canada’s MONEEN have signed with 


Vagrant. Lots. of rumours again of the label being sold to 
Interscope Records.for a ridiculous high amount. % A DEATH FOR 
EVERY SIN have called it a day. & OZMA’s third album on Kung Fu 


_ Records will be titled “Spending Time On The Borderline,” and will 


be in stores April 22nd. & STAY GOLD and COUNT ME OUT have 
Called it quits, Indecision have already found a replacement with 
their new signing THE MISTAKE. & REFUSED are working on 


some kind of documentary, about time! 2 PN will be releasing © 
their new full-length on Life Sentence Records. & Robotic Empire 


will be releasing a THE MANNEQUIN / TRANSISTOR TRANSISTOR 
split 7”. For those unfamiliar with THE MANNEQUIN, it is a-new 


project containing the Taylor brothers, best known for their chaotic - 


past in PAGENINETYNINE. £ JTTP will be releasing a SINCE BY 
MAN/PAINT THE TOWN RED split-CD in June. 2 SLAYER will be 
headlining Germany’s With Full Force-fest. Other bands on the list 
are HATEBREED, RYKER’S (last show ever), NAPALM DEATH, 
MADBALL, BACKFIRE, SIX FEET UNDER,. KILL YOUR IDOLS, 


CALIBAN gid SUICIDAL TENDENCIES. 2°Another one*bites the 
dust, this. tim GH THE SKY. 2THE GOOD FIGHT is 
the new Minne ise, featuring ex-members of HARVEST, 
THREADBARE and SEASON ON FIRE. & RAZOR CRUSADE, the 
new*band of some of the REACHING FORWARD guys will be 
releasing their debut on Reflections-in May & HIMSA have signed 
with Prosthetic Records: % Martyr Records on their turn have 
signed a new oldschool promise MURDER WEAPON. & NEGATE 
have parted ways..with their guitarplayer. Their Good Life debut 
‘Enemy’ is scheduled forJuly. Youngblood will be releasing new 
7’s from FAR-FROM BREAKING and MY LUCK. 2 BLOOD 4 
BLOOD are playing their only euro’show at this year’s European 
Hardcore Party. Other. barids confirmed’ are BORN FROM PAIN, 
DEVIATE, KNOW YOUR ENEMY, DIE...MY DEMON and many 
moret & SHADOWS FALL are hitting Europearr soil in April/May, 
accompaniéd by SOILWORK and CHILDREN OF BODOM. £ Long ° 


- Island’s ARKHAM A.D. (formerly known as ARKHAM), is releasing 


a follow up to their first release “The Wrath.” called “Bloodfiend”. 
Rick Ta Life will be releasing it an Back Ta Basics records. The 
band features ex-membérs of .NEGLECT, .CLEANSER, . 


_ DECIMATION, DEATH HAMMER, CROWN and ASSASSIN NATION. 


& WOLF have changed their name-to CRANCK £ In support of 
their upcoming RCA debut, CAVE IN will be releasing a'two song 
7° on Magic Bullet. 2 Seems like Belgium’s oldschool outfit IN 
ARM’S: REACH will-no longer be releasing their debut 7” .on 
Sobermind Records. DISCIPLE AD will be releasing a 3song 7” on 
SMR in April. Bridge9 have added Boston’s MENTAL and NY 
outfit ON THE RISE to their roster. & THE LOCUST are currently in 
the studio for their debut full-length “Plague Soundscapes” on 
Anti, expected in June. &. Lord Ezec of SKARHEAD/CROWN OF 
THORNZ has signed a deal with UW Records for his rap project. % 
New all-star band PAINT IT BLACK will be releasing their debut 
“CVA” for Jade Tree on June 17. £ XKOMBATX and their second | 
guitarist have parted ways. They just released their new MCD 
‘Killer’ on Wanted Recs. & KNOW YOUR ENEMY are almost 
defunct, they have some farewell shows coming up. % Household 
Name Records.will be releasing a FIG 4.0/ENSIGN split 7” and-new 
records from BELVEDERE, ONE FINE DAY, LIGHTYEAR, RED 
LIGHTS FLASH and JOHN HOLMES! % RANDY are finishing up the 
work for their. upcoming full-length, to be expected somewhere in 
April £ We missed out on reunion shows of KID DYNAMITE and 
HANDS TIED, dammit! £ BORN FROM PAIN will be backing up 
MADBALL on their summer tour in Europe, THROWDOWN will be 
supporting HATEBREED, CATARACT will team up with UNEARTH. 
% Due to.contractual obligations to Revelation Records, three ex- 
DROWNINGMAN members have formed a new band BLACK-TIE 
KNIFE-FIGHT and are recording as we speak. © Kerry McDonald of 
CHRISTIE FRONT DRIVE fame has released solo album under the 
name THE MIGHTY RIME on Caulfield Res. 2 THE STRYDER have 
called it a day. & New allstar band DRIVE featuring members of 
OVERCAST, SHADOWS FALL, BARRIT and KILLSWITCH ENGAGE 
have started playing out. £ Jade Tree have signed STATISTICS. 2 
LENGTH OF TIME will be releasing their new album ‘Antiworld’ on 
| Scream on March 31%. 2 SKYCAMEFALLING will be releasing a 
posthumous CDep on Ferret. £ ROY! including former BOTCH. 
members Dave Verellen and Brian Cook as well as. current 
HARKONEN leader Ben Verellen-among their ranks will be 


‘releasing, their debut 7” on Initial this summer. 2 THE HEIST 


changed their name to SCRAPS AND HEART ATTACKS 2 TSOL 
are back in the studio recording a new album, with the original 
line-up except for Billy Blaze 2 TEAR IT-UP has a new EP coming 
out'on Havoc Records in the near future & Contrast Records and 
Atomic Records are planning to do 4 re-issue.of the ALONE IN A 
CROWD ep £ Saving the best for last; CONVERGE will be releasing. 


_ their new album “You Fail Me” sometime this fall! & 


Wanna add your news? bulletnews@hotmail.com 2 
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BY STEVEN “BEKI” VANDER BEKE 


This ALCA-thing is here very actual and spitefully a treating reality for Latino America. | thought it was 
good to inform you a little bit of this hopefully not future reality. Be aware that this article not is the hole 
story, nor it is some academic work (read neutral). | have tried in this article to show you another ugly 
plan that Bush have with what he calls his garden, Latino America. Be informed and try to look for more 
information for yourself, because | am just a human being, which means that | don’t know much. But 
with the little things | know, saw and read over here in Bolivia, I’m not feeling good and | want to share 
this with you. So here is an invitation to read what | found in some critical articles from people who are 
concerned with the future of all the people of Latino America. And if you want, keep looking out for more, 
sometimes even better information. 


What's ALCA? ALCA stands for “Acuerdo de Libre Comercio de las Américas”. With ALCA they 
wanted to create the greatest “free market” of the world. This means uniting 34 states of America 
and South America and the Caribbean (without Cuba). So pimp-ass-mean-machine Bush and 
his merry men want a free market ruled by the rules of the neo-liberal thoughts, and these rules 
must be the basics for economic, politic, cultural and social life. This means a liberalisation of the 
market, industries, public services, intellectual knowledge, natural resources, etc. These holy rules 
must make the initiatives of privatisation and capitalisation a hole lot easier. The negotiations about 
ALCA started in 1994 in Miami and were worked out in 1998 in Santiago (Chile) while the purpose is 
that ALCA would be there in 2005. Nowadays our main man Bush and his merry men seem to make 
some haste with their plans. 


ALCA and its purposes: We must say that when we read some points of the ALCA, we will think that the 
men who write these things must be very nice and noble. Yet when we look a little better, we can see 
that the whole fucking plan is a bad stinking joke, especially for the common people of South America. 
That liberalisation is not a solution for the “poor people” (in economical terms!) and the 
third world; we can see all over the world, especially in the third world and recently we 
can see the results clearly in Argentina, where almost all the industry is in private hands. 
Yet some people don’t see, or better don’t want to see, these results. No, for those people it’s too early to 
judge, the people of the third world must “wait and die”, because their system will work (for them!). 


But let us listen to some words of the “wise” people. What do they say about the purposes 
of ALCA? Let us hear first our friend honey dick Clinton: “We, 4 percent of the world 
population have control of about 22 percent of de riches of the world. When we want to 
maintain our level of riches, we must sell our products to the other 96 percent of the world”. 
Colin Powel (actual gang member of M(urder).C(lub). The Hells Bushes) did even better: 
“ What we want to reach with the ALCA is to make sure that the industries of North America can keep 
their contro! and enter freely a territory from the North Pole to Antarctica. So they have no obstacles 
or difficulties to import our products, services, technology and capital in the hole hemisphere.” 
Yep, some noble thoughts as you can read! 


ALCA very democratic indeed!? The negotiations of ALCA were kept secret for a long time and just the 
governments of the 34 states make part of these negotiations. Participation of the civil society was 
not wanted (what do these people know of economy and their future!!??). In 2001, under pressure 
of many social organisations, the mainlines of ALCA were made public (cf. the negotiations started in 
1994). Remarkable, 500 delegates from American industries (multinationals) were invited in the groups 
in which they formed the mainlines of ALCA (1998). Most of the industries of Latino America were not 
invited at these negotiations. So we cannot say that ALCA is a very democratic compromise! 


“Free market” for whom? ALCA says that every industry and economy of every nation who becomes 


part of ALCA will grow within the safety arm of the “free market”. Every local industry will be in the 
possibility to compete with the multinationals, and also enter freely the North American marked. 


Bid, WAN) 219. N WAN baa 


BY LUCY FUR 


* CCS6@LINEONE.NET 


it amazes me, the gang mentality in the hardcore scene. it doesn’t exist? really? you think so? 
it does. i'm sure these kids don’t associate themselves to the gang culture, but they’re really no 
different. you see it at gigs, someone gets into a fight with somebody else, and all their friends join 
in, without even knowing what it’s all about. ok, i understand standing by your friends, but when 
you don’t know what it’s all about, it’s pretty dumb. there is this pathetic macho thing going on in 
hardcore. why? you guys are totally missing the point! hardcore is a sub culture, but with what 
direction? too many people, there is no direction, except hardcore. there is more to hardcore 
than bands, records, shows, shirts etc. there is a bigger picture. it’s not just about not drinking, 
getting pissed, fighting each other. it should be somewhere where people can get together, learn 
from one another, and use this, directing it in the right direction. what is that direction? that’s 
really a question no one should have to ask, they should just know. but that’s half the problem; 
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Therefore they will slowly, when the time has come (I presume), give up their import taxation. 
Let us look what this means for a pair of Bolivian shoes who want to enter the North American market. For 
a pair of American shoes, made at 10 dollar, the American company must pay 1 dollar (10 percent import 
taxation) to sell on the Bolivian market. But for a pair of Bolivian shoes, made at 10 dollar, the Bolivian 
company must pay 20 dollar (200 percent import taxation) to sell them on the North American market. 
Let us presume that the United States will slowly give up their import taxation as well as 
Bolivia. This means that the American company will pay less than a dollar to import the 
North American shoe and for the Bolivian shoe and the Bolivian company will pay 16 dollars. 
When America plays this game “cleverly” (and we may presume they will) and slowly 
in next to no time their will be no more Bolivian shoes on the market at all and the 
American shoes will walk all over Latino America (a little bit pessimistic, | know). 
Yep, as you can see, ALCA is very honest indeed! But there is more to say; some areas 
(like the weapon industry, scientific development, etc.) will stay protected by the American 
government under the title “national security”. (These industries almost don’t exist in Latino 
America, and these industries make big money for the USA.) 


Why are the governments of the Latino American states considered to be a part of this shit? 
| personally, really don’t know. One thing is sure, when ALCA will be a fact, it will have sad 
consequences and negative impacts in Latino America on work and labour organisations, 
alimentation, education, agriculture, healthcare, local industry, artwork, human rights, women, 
etc. But the neo-liberal thoughts have a house in the all governments nowadays and some 
persons think that these thoughts are like natural laws. Many think that the benefits of this 
ALCA-thing will be great for their countries (or for their personal wallets!?). They think neo- 
liberalism is something inevitable. We must also count the pressure of the multinationals 
in. Spitefully these monstrous creatures have a lot of power. 


But there is hope, | hope! Actually their are al lot of things moving here. Social organisations, 
syndicates, indigenous people and movements, individuals, and others who fear this 
ugly creature, ALCA, are organising themselves and try to resist. It is important that as many people as 
possible will be informed. So don’t stay passive, inform yourself and make up your mind and if possible 
resist with your possibilities. | don’t want to sound like a naive preacher, but economy is something that 
is invented by man, so there is no such thing as natural neo-liberal laws, which we must endure. We can 
change the things and no, I’m not a communist! 


DIY-tip: | ‘m not Hannibal but | have a plan: Save your shit of a week, put it in a box with the message this 
is what | think of ALCA, and send this to the “Shit house” of the USA. ALCA STINKS!!! 


Big up yourselves Greetz Bekie 
Literature that | used: 


-El ABC del ALCA, TUNUPA, carta informativa de la fundacion Solon, Boletin n.11, Mayo 2002, Bolivia. 
-Resultados Primer Encuentro nacional, Los impactos del ALCA en Bolivia, TUNUPA, carta informativo 
de la fundacion Solon, Boletin 12, Agosto 2002, Bolivia. 

-éQué es el ALCA?, El juguete rabioso, libros ensayos y cosas peores, Afio 3, n. 67, del 27 de octubre 
al 9 de noviembre de 2002. El juguete rabioso, libros ensayos y cosas peores, 

-Las caras econdmicas y militares del imperio, ALCA y PLAN COLOMBIA, El juguete rabioso, libros 
ensayos y cosas peores, Afio 3, n. 67, del 27 de octubre al 9 de noviembre de 2002. 

-El impacto del ALCA en Bolivia, Afio 3, n. 67, del 27 de octubre al 9 de noviembre de 2002. 

-Diez razones para oponerse al ALCA, El juguete rabioso, libros ensayos y cosas peores, Afio 3, n. 67, 
del 27 de octubre al 9 de noviembre de 2002. 


people just don’t know what that direction is. hardcore appears to have lost its direction. 
hardcore is not like any other music culture, or, maybe now, it is. punk always meant something, 
it was striking back at authority, society, the establishment, whatever you want to call it. it was 
a way to express feelings, to try and make things in this world better, however little, however 
seemingly, insignificant. hardcore is a progeny of punk. i’m sure many will debate on that. try! 
it frustrates me to see hardcore bands that really couldn’t give a fuck about anything, why the hell 
are they here, what are they doing in this scene? i take offence to this. it’s taking the piss out of 
those of us, that know that hardcore is more than music. it is a means of communication, to a 
better world. it’s not just some place to go to hit on girls, buy records, strut your macho bullshit. 
i wish those of you who won't accept what hardcore is really about, would just leave us to it, so 
we know exactly where we stand. go on, fight me! 


We dealt with Ken Olden for several weeks about that new DAMNATION album. We 
made an agreement, we made a contract and we sent him 1500$ to cover studio- 
costs. Mark from “HydraHead”/"Tortuga” did the same and send him 1500$ as well. 
We were in touch every day in order to make this agreement, but after Ken received the money 
he never got back to us. We emailed a couple of million times, called every day - no sign. 
Two fuckin’ years went by and Ken just didn’t get back to us and we couldn't find him. Mark 
contacted his lawyer, but it was sure for us that we wouldn’t get the 3000$ back. The distance 
between both continents is just too big, and it’s not worth the 3000$ to start a “justice-fight” (.. .or 
how do you call that?! Fuck off, why can’t everybody start learning German - my English sucks so 
much!). Anyway, you know what | mean. 


So, | went to a SENSE FIELD show the other day. There was a black guy in front of the club and he 
reminded me of somebody... | just didn’t know who. Later that evening | found out that the guy 
was speaking English. Somebody said: “Hey Ken, ...” - fuck, like a blizzard it came in my mind: 
“Ken fuckin’ Olden!!” What's he, a guy from the other end of the world doing in this town!? It was 
like winning the main prize in the lottery!! Lucky me: the “Chrome Saint Magnus” address is from 
Bremen (the North of Germany), but live in Cologne (inthe middle of Germany). Ken didn’t know that! 
He didn’t recognize me ‘cause he had never seen me. | didn’t know what to do so | tried to 
organize a group of people so that we could beat him up. Well, none of my friends are very athletic 
or very aggressive. They never fight and neither do |. The plan didn’t work out. 


The show started and | didn’t know what do to. So | called the police! Yeah, what else could | 
have done to impress him!?! Maybe it’s not very cool from me, but | think it was the best way to 
impress him and to get our money back. 


Meanwhile somebody had told Ken that | was there and everything. While | waited for the police 
outside of the club he came out. He didn’t know that | had already called the police. He just started 
talking to me: “Heeey Gregor, wow good to see you man, ...” You know, the typical U.S.-being- 
friendly-style that we Europeans aren’t very good at anyway. | was like: “Fuck you, give me the 
money”. Ken had a thousand excuses. He told me that he was In Germany for two days in order-to 
make a label deal with “Century Media” records. “Uh, good to know” | said. “I’ve been working there. 
Tomorrow I'll call and tell them what a fuckin asshole you are!” (I really did so the next morning}). 
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BY IMRAN SIDDIQI * XIMRANX@HOTMAIL.COM 


There were times in the past when | considered this scene of ours to be a family. | would wonder 
why it was that people got involved with the scene and created a life outside of the modern world 
and | knew that the answer lied in the fact that this was a community. The scene was a place of 
shelter. It was a sub-culture in which we could hide and maybe even be ourselves. It was a place 
for the violent, for the aggressive, for the repressed, for the emotional and for the disturbed. The 
scene still is all of these things. | get annoyed when | hear people talking about how the scene 
has regressed and how people don’t go to shows anymore. There are more bands than ever, 
more labels than before, more coverage for new bands and way more show organisers. There is 
fresh blood trying to make progress and old blood being revived. The scene is doing well and | 
challenge anyone to say otherwise. However, the scene is not a family and | wonder if it ever was 
(or was ever meant to be). 


The scene is doing well and so is the better-than-you mentality. The scene is doing superbly 
alongside the fascist mentality of some of its stars. The scene is doing great now that it has 
actual money flowing in. The scene is doing fine with its multitude of colorful trends. And | am 
partly to blame. 


If we were a family (just like in my naive little mind), the above would not have been necessary. 
But | have digressed ... Let me get to my main point ... 
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BY BIRKIR VIDARSSON: BIRKIRAS@YAHOO.COM 


_Life is awesome. There are no two ways around it. It’s a roller coaster ride of the negatives — the 


positives and everything in between. It sure can fuck you up, but most of us make it through in 
one way or the other and a lot of what we gain and/or loose in this ride is a major factor in who we 
are. It makes our character. We all have a character. Some are stronger than others but we have to 
look for it in some cases. I’m awesome and you are too. A lot of the time we suck as well. That’s 
how it goes but don’t let it get you down. But that is easier said than done, as we all know. 

| wanna talk about how it is to be a kid. I’m a 25 year old “kid” and there’s a lot of effort involved 
in being a kid. “They” don’t want you to be. Not letting go of one’s youth is tough in the modern 
world. It drains you. It’s sad, but you have to fight for this. If you fight, you get tired, worn out 
and often hurt. | often think to myself “Ils it worth it?” Almost everyday | have to think about 
compromising my values. On the other hand, my values change and progress all the time so it’s a 
matter of adapting to this world but it’s also tempting to try to get the world to adapt to you. Being 
realistic is what | try to be, so a lot of the time | adapt to the world but | don’t want to compromise. 
This causes a lot of conflicts and some aren’t pleasant ones but | have to pull through. | have to 
stand my ground. This is what | want to do. This is who | am. You may not like it, but you have to 
tolerate me ‘cause | ain’t going anywhere. In return | do the same for you. 


One of the hardest things in this rewarding and exciting “struggle” is to keep myself from 


stagnating. | could be so stubborn and slowly become one-dimensional and a conservative no 
lifer (this is the right way — yours is wrong, | am right — the rest of you are not). That would suck. 
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DAMNATION A.D. 


His friend, a guy with a blond pseudo-punkrock haircut, tried to impress me: “You can trust us! 
We hang out with the biggest punk-bands in the world!”. “I hang out with the BACK STREET BOYS 
and now piss off” | said. Then his friend tried to beat me up! There where two girls that started 
screaming. Ken tried to save me (strange enough!) and my girlfriend shouted at that other fat blond 
emo-bitch that tried to get laid by Ken while he was in Germany. It all got really wild and | wished 
| had a camera with me! Suddenly the police came! | had already told them on the phone about 
the situation and asked them to take his passport and to do everything they could to impress him. 
You know, of course they can’t do much! So | just asked them to look mean and shit! Haha, they 
really did and looked very serious and angry! Ken and his gay friend were really surprised and 
didn’t say much. 


Two days later | got the money from him! We didn’t talk - we just met on an empty street in 
Cologne, he gave me the money and | went away. It’s been like in Western-movie! It rocked!!! 


This is my confession. | have spat and kicked dirt on this family over the past year. | thought that it 
had done the same to me and so | turned my back on certain parts of it. | would like to emphasize 
that although it also turned its back to me, | never stuck a knife in it. | just walked away, no matter 
how painful it was (and no, | have not ‘dropped-out ’... I’m still here playing, organising, planning, 
etc). Sometimes you think you’re doing the right thing and even though it might be morally 
correct, it turns out to be the wrong thing. There’s nothing worse in life than regret ... and | regret. 
| regret having kicked people in the face after they took me in and | thought they had done me 
wrong. | regret being the one who always tried to sort things out, but who always got fucked in the 
end. | regret having picked a fight that was unnecessary and could have been avoided were it not 
for my pride. So this is my apology to the “family”. Although an argument is never one-sided and 
no side can carry the blame by itself, | apologize and wish | could take back time and make things 
between us alright. | apologize to my brothers, to my sisters, but more importantly to my elders. 


Although this apology is addressed to certain people (who probably know who they are), it applies 
to you too. Take a look at the scene around you and see how you can get involved. We have too 
many people who have nothing better to do than gossip and put others down (since that seems 
to be the cool thing to do nowadays). Are you one of those people? 


P.S.: | expect to get a lot of shit for this article. | hope | do, so | at least know that it got 
across to some people. 


So | have to look ahead and be open to new ideas, new ways and move with the times but all 
the while being the individual that | am, keep my values, stay core (hehehe cheesy | know, but 
that goes for me), keep my head up, criticize, question everything, try to make my little world as 
positive and enjoyable as possible, strife for a change, set goals and do the best that | can. In 
order for all of this to work, it can not be forced, dishonest or superficial. | have to look deeply 
within and really feel it. If not, my vision and efforts will crumble down like a house of cards. That 
happens a lot but if I’m focused, get out of bed, face the day and deal with it, it will hopefully be 
rewarding. Hopefully | will learn and become a better person. It might even enable me to make the 
world a little bit better. It’s worth it, | believe in it. 


You are an intellectual. Let yourself be influenced and influence others. You do this by just being 
yourself. Trust your heart and your instincts to filter out the crap that you don’t need, the shit 
that hurts, the ideas and words that tear down. Don’t think too hard. “They” want you in line. 
That’s how their machine keeps turning. Step out of line and fuck it up! We are individuals. We 
are different but still very much alike. These are basic needs, urges, passions and ambitions we 
all want to fulfill. “They” assumed that | would forget about those things but | haven’t and you 
haven't either! 


This is my way of thinking today and it sure is hard to keep the flame burning at 25. But it’s easier 
when you are there with me. I’m young. They just told me that I’m not anymore, that I’m an adult 
and | have to take part. Sure I’m growing up but | ain’t getting old just yet. 


It's cold these days, but that is not an interesting issue. Anyway, we are not used to having 5° - 7° here. 
But as long as it’s still sunny, it’s fine with me. | don’t like rain. I’m used to sunny weather, and you all 
know, the piece of land | live, called Barcelona, is like this. Sometimes | miss snow, but not too much. 
What | don’t like is the dirt. This fucking city is dirty, dog shit, pieces of paper, cans, cigarette ends.... 


Taking a look at the last issue of this magazine | found something that gave me what | was looking for. 
No, it is not the cover. It’s obvious that | don’t like it at all. Hahaha!!! It is one of the columns. | was 
thinking about avoiding quoting but it’s necessary, as we have to think about people that weren’t able to 
read issue number 4. Ok, here it is: 


PART | 


Quote: “People dare to stare at you...they talk shit?...those might be the people that are beating up their 
wife and kids, ones that get wasted on alcohol every night,... the ones that travel to foreign and exotic 
places to molest and abuse ten year old kids.” 

Reply: Ok, let’s take the example of my father, a retired man, who would have laughed at this kid, 
the same way he laughed at me years ago when | dressed like the common heavy metal kid. Well, 
my father neither drinks nor smokes, he doesn’t (and didn’t) beat me, my sister or my mother, and 
he doesn’t go on holidays to molest children. So why did he laugh at me? | can think of my father’s 
education. The way he was educated based on conservative/Christian views. So | feel it is my 
“duty” to show him, the way you dress or the tattoos you have is not important, but how you are, 
or that there is nothing wrong about a man loving a man. | can fail, but at least | have tried! It’s very 
easy to blame people for their ignorance, but it takes a step ahead to make them understand. On 
a more serious level, it’s like blaming immigrants for the lack of jobs, or the delinquency, without 
thinking about what's behind this situation. Oh! | know we cannot solve everything talking, but it 
works sometimes! And, you know, people can get of my nerves as well! As my parents grow older 
they’re getting more conservative, and I’m here to tell them that they shouldn’t believe in all the lies 
of the TV news. And when | think they vote for a (“so called” - but this is another story -) left-wing 
party, this makes no sense. 


PART Il 


Quote: “A kid... in a subculture called hardcore punk... A kid that doesn’t want to belong” 

Short reply: Ok, | can understand his words, but realize you belong to the subculture of hardcore punk. 
Not “belong-free”. 

Quote: “Not having a big house, a dog, three kids and a married life. Not having a cocaine addiction, not a 
visitor of a whorehouse while the wife is waiting... Not a child molesting sick pervert” 

Reply: | don’t understand why demonising those who are different. Having the common married life doesn’t 
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BY IVO DEBRABANDERE * SUN_ON_SNOW@YAHOO.COM 


I've got a hard time writing these days. No, really. | had some ideas for a column, | wrote some lines and 
immediately deleted it again. I’ve got a hard time being satisfied with what | write, either it sounds too cheesy, 
or it sounds too stupid for words. This time I’m putting my foot down, I’m gonna fill up at least half a page, 
whether or not | like it. Brace yourselves, kiddies, this is my writing therapy. 


Word of mouth is that Margaret Thatcher had a close relationship with Johnnie Walker when she was 
Prime Minister. That certainly puts things in a whole new perspective, doesn’t it? 


While | was brainstorming for stuff to write down, | decided that the coolest word ever used in a song is 
‘malfunction’. And with ‘malfunction’, | don’t just mean ‘malfunction’, | mean ‘maaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaalfunction!’. 


| heard that Vinnie, Rex, Phil and Dimebag are thinking about calling it quits. Man, that would suck. | 
was so pissed off when they decided to cancel their gigs in the wake of September 11". Fuck politics, 
| just wanted to see PANTERA live. And now they’re thinking about breaking up? The South still owes 
me a metal gig. 


About Straight-edge. What about it? | mean, exactly how annoying can it be when a group of people with 
whom you regularly interact, be it voluntarily or not, find out that you’ve got the edge. Most of the time, 


“= 
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“| believe punk rock deals with very many things to so many different people. A part of what | believe punk 
rock means to me, is accepting or even in some cases embracing each other through our differences. 
To understand how some people can be completely different but somehow carry the same flag as one 
another needs perspective. | believe an open and very wide perspective on life and understanding what 
makes each other tick is the key to the balance of soo many different people out there. There are no 
teachers, no one to tell you that you are right or that you are wrong. Punk rock is not on a pass or fail 
basis. This is where communication comes into play; keeping an open line of communication is vital to 
understanding why we are all different, or how we have become so different. This is where two people 
come together and talk about the lives they’ve lived and the different things they've gone through to 
bring them into this sub-culture we call punk rock. | know so many people out there who blacklist 
people or bands because of what they don’t truly understand about the band or person, simply because 
of the lack of communication. If you feel like being a teacher, and your intentions aren’t out there to 
fail the entire world for not understanding what you are teaching or what it’s like to be you, then you 
might understand what it means for an individual to learn. Some people even call this learning from 
their mistakes. And many people have said that it’s better to have walked a thousand miles than to 
have read a thousand books, that it might have been better off for some of these very different people 
to live and learn. | believe that punk rock exists for many different people, some who may always be 
different. When | was a geek in high school, | never wanted to be a part of clicks, or groups of kids 
who would not let a kid into their group for simply being different. And back when | was failing those 
crappy classes in high school, | was friends with the freaks, the geeks, the jocks, the losers, the stoners, 
the skaters, the rednecks. And if ever any of these kids were curious of what | was doing or who | 
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BY ALBERT * DAWN_WIENER@PAPAFRITA.ORG 


Firstly, Happy New Year to all the Bullet readers! It’s time to write a new column for the new issue of Bullet 
and my lack of inspiration made me look for something to write about... 


mean you're a pervert, an alcoholic, a hooligan, a cocaine addict... etc. | think | wrote about this some years 
ago, but this still is the same “we're the best” attitude. What do most of us do apart from buying and collecting 
records, attending shows, collecting star wars toys, wearing vegan clothes, playing Play Station, etc, .... I’m not 
saying hardcore punk is not political anymore, but please, look around!!! For instance, read the POINT OF NO 
RETURN interview and they are disappointing! How many people attended the shows and how many attended 
the “discussions about globalisation...?” Can you tell me? | wasn’t there and I’m probably wrong... There are 
a lot of people that never heard about the hardcore punk thing and doing stuff, helping other people, helping 
their community. 


It’s ok, someone in his/her 30’s and still SxE, vegan, whatever... it means this is something very 
important for you, and you probably will be the rest of your life. But people that aren’t “deserve” to live 
as well. Knowing some people from Barcelona, Sant Feliu de Guixols and Madrid, there had been about 
40-50 SxE kids about 5 years ago. Now| can count them with the fingers of my hand, so to say... people 
change! That’s a fact! They’re not either weak or evil for that! 

Surely, there are some new SxE people | don’t know. 


| don’t know the columnist behind the words | quoted personally. This is not a personal attack, of course, 
and I’m not gonna judge this kid for 4 sentences. |’m talking about this “we're different and better” 
attitude that seems to prevail year after year. The cool thing here is to be the “anti-cool”! (or to belong to 
the anti-cool scene! Hahahaha!!!). This doesn’t mean you have to go in the opposite direction of all people 
around you, but being yourself! Fooling yourself is cool! Anyway | “foo! myself” with this: 


Dressing : 
Simply dress the way you like. Between baggy pants and tight pants is the anti cool way if you ask me 


- Baggy pants: those that fit two like you 

- Tight pants: those that put your testicles (talking as a boy) up your throat. 

| remember all those hardcore kids laughing at the metal heads, and since the Swing Kids or the San 
Diego kids started wearing those metal belts, a lot of the cool and/or emo and/or trash punk kids here 
(including the MTV punk kids) are wearing those belts now. Fashion victims! 


Music: 

Simply listen to music you like. If you’re ashamed to say you like Avril Lavigne or The Cranberries hit 
single. | am not! And if | suck for this, that’s the anti cool!!!! If the cool thing is to like Eminen, | don’t 
like it. Besides he’s a homophobic asshole! Try to enjoy music in all its varieties. Open your ears!!! If 
it doesn’t work, you can stick to your average punk/hc music. 


| don’t need any “positive peer pressure” to know what | have to do, and what to like! And you neither, 
so don’t take this to seriously!!! A friend of mine told me | shouldn’t waste my time writing about this, but 
what am | gonna write about instead? No big deal! | know, but then, | shouldn’t have this on time and 
Bruno would kick my ass, for not to... This is all for now. Rest in peace. | will. 


it’s not because you're sitting around in class all X-ed up, the subject of drinking comes up and suddenly 
someone notices: “hey man, | never see YOU drinking”. Almost like an accusation. They say one thing, 
but the undertone goes more like: “You freak, you never drink, what the fuck’s wrong with you, did you 
bump your head in kindergarten or something??”. “Nope, | just don’t drink, | don’t feel like it”. “Never?”. 
“Nope, never”. “Are you straight-edge or something like that?”. “Yep, | am.” BIG SHOCK. 


First, they all look at each other, like, “Straight-edge, shit man, I've heard about it before but | couldn't 
really tell you anything about it if my life depended on it”, then you get a very interrogationesque (not 
a real word, | know) atmosphere, everybody looks at you like you've just escaped from the zoo, and 
finally, the moment we've all been waiting for, some guy or girl asks “so, you can’t have sex, huh?”. 
Give me a fucking break. Just one break. | don’t want to explain to a whole group of people who look 
like they’ve just discovered some rare species what straight-edge is all about, or what it really means, 
| don’t want to answer questions like “hey man, just one beer, what’s so bad about one beer?”. | don’t 
want to explain that we are no priests who have sworn celibacy. | mean, come on, we're straight- 
edge, we're not crazy. The only thing you really want to do at that moment is stand up and shout “I’m 
straight-edge so fuck you”, but then you get the whole “straight-edge fascist”-thing and shit really hits 
the fan. Seriously, | don’t mind people asking questions about me and my — watch out, cheesy word 
coming up- beliefs. Well, sometimes | do mind, it depends whether | feel like answering or not, but let’s 
go with the best-case scenario here, shall we. If you’ve got questions about it, fine, shoot ‘em. 1’ll try 
to answer. But not like this. | don’t like to be on trial. | don’t like to be examined like some rare Brazilian 
tree frog. I’m out of step with the world, I’m not your average lab-material. Thank you and goodnight. 
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BY BALAZS PANDI * EMOGRINDER@GHOTMAIL.COM 


was back then, | didn’t tell them they wouldn't understand... | gave them a flyer, a mix tape or even a 
minutes worth of my time. The point is the punk rock is the best kept secret available for anyone who 
needs it. Not for people to horde it like it were only theirs. Its like a medicine when you are sick... “ 
(Mike Prophet, PG.99) 

On different message boards | used to paste this quote pretty often to help finishing arguments, and 
this is the reason why I’m using it here, too. Usually in the end none of the arguing sides could add 
anything to it, while other people present on the board gave compliments to this. As it is probably 
clear from the title of my writing, this quote now is dedicated to Matt, who likes to force down his own 
definitions on hardcore punk’s throat. | think these people are the ones hardcore punk does not need. A 
couple of years back, | fell in love with hardcore punk, since there were no rules at all, and this is what 
| still think to be the most important thing. | think | am a pretty tolerant dude, but judging from Matt's 
writing, | would not consider him tolerant, since he’s just tolerating those hardline guerrilla protest PC 
fascist people, like himself. Whoever is not thinking the same way as Matt, is not punk/hardcore at all, 
and all he/she can do is eat shit. Dear Matt, we are 2003 now. It’s not 1988 anymore ... Punk hardcore 
has become an a lot more creative and diverse thing. | think you should check out ORCHID’s “Dance 
Tonight, Revolution Tomorrow” 10” and read the lyrics (since you are listening to bands according to 
the sort of lyrics they write). 


ARAB ON RADAR: why do you degrade yourself to such a low level when you are talking shit about ARAB 
ON RADAR? While reading your column the only thing that comes to my mind is that you have no clue 
of that band at all, Matt. If you’ve ever seen them live, you wouldn’t write such stupid things. Oh well, 


speaking of being correct. Why do you use a European magazine to talk shit about them? You claim that 
they are racist and you are proud of how many emails you wrote to countless people to convince them 
that ARAB ON RADAR shouldn't play in Philadelphia. Well, dear friend. If you are such an anti-racist, why 
don’t you help European, Japanese, Brazilian or whatever bands to tour the States? | guess this kind of 
discrimination affects a lot more people, than the things ARAB ON RADAR is writing about. Why don’t 
you fight for helping other creative bands out, who always need to struggle harder, since they are not from 
the almighty US of A? Here in Budapest, UNDYING, DEAD BLUE SKY, MAJORITY RULE and DARKEST 
HOUR played at one and the same show. | am curious when 4 European bands will play the same show 
in Philadelphia. Isn't this disturbing you? 
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BY PETER BROOM * XPETEX@HOTMAIL. COM 


Ok, here we go then. | was asked to write a column for Bullet#5 which | already had in mind, something 
| would have liked to have written about. | was actually going to write about racism in the scene, it is all 
there ready to go in my mind, | just need to put it onto paper. It is Monday 13" January, which is the day 
| had in mind to write this and this thing has to be written and sent by Wednesday 15" January. So|’m at 
home after a long day making some vegan ciabatta bread, | was then going to make some other food for 
myself and write this thing down. Wouldn’t you know it, the phone rang and | ended up on the phone to a 
friend for two hours! Now | won't go into detail about what we were talking about because it is not really 
necessary and also for reasons of privacy but to give you the nature of the call, it dealt with the breaking 
up of two peoples relationship. One thing leads to another and to get some more information | need to 
know how to figure this whole mess out and | have to hang up so | can call another friend (| know, this 
makes no sense so far — don’t worry it will). Now | phone my buddy and before | ask him what | intended 
to call him about he reveals me in tears some shocking news (again the content is of no importance 
to anyone else so | will leave that out). Now | can say for definite that one of the above incidents was 
all related with depression. At this point being gob smacked, head up my arse and not even thinking 
anymore about my column, | start to think about this depression thing more and more. 


I've never been depressed but over the last three years or so |’ve noticed many people around me 
becoming depressed or revealing their depression. In fact I'd say it’s most of the people around me, 
people | talk to a lot, people I’m close with etc.... It can be quite alienating for me at times but this is not 
really about me. It is so hard to understand depression when you have never had to feel it yourself. No 
matter how many times or how well someone explains it to you, unless you yourself are depressed you 
will never fully understand it. | would have thought it was quite a trivial thing if you had asked me about 
it five years ago or something. It can take quite a hold on people and it is so frustrating to watch people 
around you slip. | used to play in a band that split up (SAFEGUARD, buy a demo or a shirt please!) and 
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BY STIJN DESCHACHT 


I'm writing this after some days of political fighting in Belgium, spending time on message boards 
posting, reading reactions, and reading columns in some zines. Some of them are political, others 
aren't. But one thing struck me, and that was the fact that the scene isn’t really political anymore. | don’t 
know how it was back in the days, but | sure know how itis today. Kids have gotten lame these days. It 
seems that lots of kids are into hardcore/punk for the music, and that they don’t care about the message 
anymore.... | mean, if | read the lyrics of 80s punk rock bands | can only conclude that they had more 
to say than a BLINK 182 or SUM 41.... ok, they have some more political lyrics as well, but they don’t 
take a stand. The backbones in kids are gone because they can’t take a stand these days. Even now, 
when veg(etari)anism is accepted more and more on a widespread basis, people still think what their 
friends would say instead of doing what they feel is right. Bands don’t have a message anymore. Lyrics 
have gotten more and more personal, ok, cool. |’m not free from blame either, as a singer in a band, but 
| have to admit that | put my rage into those lyrics and make poetry out of my rage. | also try to share 
small pieces of my enthusiasm for certain subjects, and |’m laughed at most of the time. Where | am 


WSR. VS TARIQ 


BY BRUNO VANDEVYVERE * PYRRHUS@PYRRHUS.BE 


| am probably just preaching to the converted (at least | hope so) when | am saying that Mr Bush, his 
administration and a bunch of other important “Americanos” are way out of line with their ridiculous hostility 
and eagerness to start a war against Iraq. There is no need for me to defend a dictator as bloodthirsty and cruel 
as Saddam Hussein. However, the idea of probably thousands (maybe loads more?) of innocent Iraqi people 
dying because of an American attack, doesn’t seem right at all. If Mr Bush & co wanna fight terrorism, the most 
Stupid thing for them to do is to fight terror with terror. That shit won't work. We have to raise our voices and 
let the world know that we do not agree with this sort of politics and tactics. Funny to see how some of those 
conservative Republican “hawks” try to tackle the worldwide protests against an imminent war by saying stuff 
like: “We are living in a democracy. It is good that people demonstrate and raise their voice. However, they 
have to leave the important decisions to the politicians who have been elected for it. The people in charge know 
what they are doing. Demonstrating is good, but we will not change our politics.” Well, fucking bollocks to that. 
The people in the streets are not just idiots and morons, you know. If hundreds of thousands are protesting 
and demonstrating worldwide, doesn’t that mean anything at all? Those people are wrong and a small group of 
senile politicians are right?! Congrats, but | am afraid a lot of people won't buy this shit any longer. At this very 
moment the war has not started yet (well, at least not officially), but it seems to be a matter of days (weeks?). 
Then again, it has been a matter of days/weeks for months now, so maybe we can still hope for a peaceful 
solution? Meanwhile we have to keep on speaking out against a war and show political leaders we simply don't 
agree with their policy. Participating in demonstrations and marches, signing petitions, etc. | wonder if Mr Bush 
& co want to settle for less though. Face it, this war is not about getting rid of Saddam and his authoritarian 
regime. It is however all about the USA and its never ending lust for world domination. Starting a war against 
lraq means investing in power and influence in the strategically very important Mesopotamia area. The high 
quality oil and even better quality sand resources in Iraq come in quite handy as well. 


lf you ask me, a war will cause an opposite effect: many of us will start sympathising with Saddam and his 
people. It’s hard not to, isn’t it? A powerless country that is being attacked by the “Allied Forces” (not unlikely 
the USA all alone, but whatever) and thousands of innocent people dying. Just great. And this sort of policy has 
to stop terrorism? How stupid to believe this sort of nonsense. A NATO approved (or not approved) war will not 
be seen as an attack on Iraq, but as a war against the entire Muslim world. Hate and vengeance towards the 
West will increase and terrorism will flourish like it never did before. Time will tell. Is war unavoidable? Will Bush 
& co succeed in their quest for power & influence in Asia? Will they be able to reduce terrorism? Will American/ 
Western people be safer than they used to be before the war? Nobody knows. We can just guess and wait ... 
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Since | am in the middle of doing lots of exams, | need to stop here. In the next issue, I’d like to write a 
column about the PC attitude. So check back please. Thanks to Zoli for helping with the translation, to 
Mike Prophet for the quote and inspiration, to Bullet for publishing this, and last but not least to you for 
reading my thoughts. 


P.S.: Oh Matt, one more thing. | am pretty sure both talk and action happened. Instead of writing “zero” 
in your previous column, you should have written “I guess | wasn’t right”. By the way, take it easy dude. 
Listen to CHARLES BRONSON and SPAZZ, read the lyrics, and don’t take EVERYTHING too seriously! 


we had this song about depression. Our singer really used to make a point of this at shows, about how 
no one ever talked about depression and how we should try to talk about it more. He was so right! The 
thing is though that no one ever talks about it. It’s fucking sad because if you do talk about depression the 
more you can alleviate a hell of a lot of what's on your chest. It might not go away but it does a lot of good 
to still talk about it. Depression - no matter how hard you try to cover it up - still shows its ugly head. 
Other people will understand you more if you are upset rather than being left to think that you are some 
kind of nut for whatever reason. It makes it better for everyone in that we can all have an understanding 
of each other, that people don’t have to be afraid of saying whatever is bothering them, be it the pettiest 
of things, that people who do suffer from depression don’t have to feel that the only people they can talk 
to are other “depressed people”. One of the worst things about depression if your not depressed, is that 
you are always left wondering why it is that your best friend or your partner or one of your parents is 
acting like a total fucker and you don’t understand that they feel like shit and can’t stop feeling like shit! 
So sometimes they might seem like a bit of an asshole to you but they don’t always have 100% control 
over that. I’m not saying that everyone who is depressed acts like that but it can be like that for some 
people and ultimately it can be more fatal in some cases. Society is becoming more and more complex 
every day and | can see this becoming a much bigger problem. It may not occur to some of you now but 
prepare yourselves. If shit is weighing you down then lighten some of the load. There are only so many 
shrinks and all they do for you is listen. It’s not that hard for friends to listen to you and it’s not something 
to be embarrassed about to admit to other people you have this problem. Take it from an outsider’s point 
of view, it does no one any good just to sit on something and do nothing about it. Like | said before as 
well about watching friends slip, you’re not the only person feeling bad when that happens. 


So it’s the early hours now, after watching Legend | thought | would put my feelings into words seeing as | 
didn’t get the chance to write my original idea | thought | would start typing this one. Another day of work 
tomorrow and | hope my friends are all ok! Well! hope most of you who took the time out to read this take 
this seriously, we are no gods but we can sure as hell try to help each other out. Take care. 


sure that others would quit, | continue, because | know that | am doing the right thing. Take straightedge 
for example: I’m the only kid left in my town who has the edge. There was a kid that wanted to be edge, 
and | said, “hell yeah, go for it”. He lasted 2 weeks under heavy peer pressure.... 


| also posted some political subjects on some message board to get some sort of reaction, but the kids 
didn’t even know how the situation was.... 


It's time for more political bands! You can’t deny that politics are controlling our lives. Well, if punk 
means controlling your own life, then let’s get political. In that way, we regain control, and we are more 
aware of what happens around us.... 


Peace out. StijnXxXedge 


(and of course also vinyl) 


People who copy CDs from the net or from friends maybe aren't criminals, but it wouldn't harm if EVERYONE 
in this hardcore/punkrock scene bought a few CDs each couple of months. Releasing CDs is an expensive 
process. It involves a lot of time, energy and cash. First of all you need to discover the right bands. Not all 
bands are equally as good or interesting to release/work with. It’s important to pick the best ones. Then bands 
need to record their songs. If you wanna have a decent sound, you need to record at a good studio with a 
decent budget. Throughout the years the budget that Genet spent on recordings has nothing but increased. 
Unfortunately sales keep on decreasing. Not just for us, but for many labels worldwide. Kids buy less and 
less CDs. One person buys a copy and 10 others will copy it from the original. Every new release can be 
found on the internet months before you can find it in the record stores. One person downloads it, and a zillion 
of others get a copy. Interesting for the bands, you might say. Their music gets spread to way more people 
than would ever have heard it if it wasn’t for the CDRs that are now being burnt and exchanged. Don’t get me 
wrong: | have nothing against people that download and copy, but the real problem starts when whole groups 
of people get in a position where they buy close to no CDs/music at all. And this is the réal problem ... 


We all have to realise that releasing music costs money. Recording budgets are huge and artists seem to 
become more demanding with the day. If no one buys music anymore then labels will have no more money 
to enable bands to enter the studio and make a good album. No money, no recordings and there will be no 
other choice then to stop releasing records. 


And maybe CDs are too expensive for the kids? Face it, many HC/punkrock CDs can be obtained for like 
€/$10-15 and that’s not so exaggerated, is it? Maybe kids should start spending less money on their mobile 
phones (!!!), fancy overpriced clothing, booze & drugs (no this is not a straight-edge topic), etc. 


Food for thought kids. If you really like a band and you wanna support them, then please consider buying 
their music rather than being a leech and copying it. Support the band, support independent hardcore and 
punkrock. It’s the only way for bands and labels to survive. Feel free to communicate on this subject. 
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Get in touch! 


January 2003. Piek, Aminal & myself (Bruno) drove all 
the way to Essen (Germany) to go and see the release 
party for CALIBAN’s third full-length “Shadow Hearts”. 
It seemed like a good idea to have a chat with the guys 
about their new record, trying to give them some extra 
promo & coverage to HC kids worldwide via Bullet #5. | 
hadn't prepared any questions before we arrived to the 
show (obviously) so | made up a bunch of questions on 
the spot and talked to Andy & Marc about CALIBAN and 
you guys and girls need to know about them. 


How are you doing? Nervous to go on stage? 


Andy: Well, yeah, a little bit. It’s been a long time since we 
played our last show and there are so many people. That's 
reason enough to be nervous. 


When was the last show before this one? 


Andy: | think the last one was in August 2002, in Cottbus 
(Germany). 


Was it a deliberate choice not to play for such a long 
time? 


Andy: Yeah. Before we stopped playing live, we toured like 
a whole year. From August on we needed time to rehearse 
in order to write and record the new songs. We really 
wanted to practise those songs. Also, we thought that we 
had played like too much shows the past year, so that was 
also an argument for taking a break. If a band plays too 
many shows, people won't come to see them anymore. 
They'll be like: “Dudes, we've seen this like a 100 times 
before”. We played so much in East Germany and the kids 
simply didn’t come to our shows anymore. 


Yeah, we saw that happen with bands like CONGRESS 
and LIAR in Belgium. They played once or twice for 
months and kids got quite disinterested after a 
while. 


Andy: Exactly. Kids don’t want to hear the same set over 
and over; they want to hear new songs. 


Your new album is called “Shadow Hearts”. What's the 
meaning behind that? 


Andy: We had difficulties with finding an appropriate title for 
the album. One night, we were thinking of a title and then 
Marc and Dennis came up with “Shadow Hearts” and we 
all liked it. | think it fits with the image and the darkness in 
the lyrics of the band. 


| think it looks and sounds really good! Are you happy with 
the result? 


Andy: Yeah, we got a lot of money to make this album. 
We went to a very professional studio in order to get the 
best final result, and | think that is what we got. It’s a metal 
production and it sounds very tight. | especially like the 
drum production, it's very fat. 


Robert kicks ass... 
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Andy: Well, it wasn’t only Robert who played drums on 
this record. Nils, who drums in ACLYS, drums on a couple 
of songs. 


Was that for technical reasons? 


Andy: Yeah, it was something with the double bass parts. 
We wanted the best for this record, so we asked Nils to 
help out on some parts that Robert was unable to do. 
He’s now practising on those parts so that he'll be able to 
perform them the best he can. 


Robert was fine with that? 


Andy: Yeah, we talked about it and he was fine with it. We 
didn't really have a choice! When we were in the studio, 
everything was recorded, but the bass drum wasn't 
straight, so we asked Nils to do those parts. 


Was that a decision you made before you went to the 
studio or while you were in the studio? 


Andy: A few months before we went to the studio, we 
recorded two songs for a “Lifeforce” sampler, and he 
couldn't play one of those songs, even after trying a lot. 
We decided that we had to use another drummer for the 
recording of the full-length, at least for some songs. 


if Robert couldn’t play those songs, wouldn’t it be more 
obvious to change the songs so that he could play them? 


Andy: We didn’t want to change the songs. Especially 
Robert, because he was convinced it would take away the 
power of the music. The double bass drum parts are an 
essential part of our music. 


How was the total studio experience? How much time 
did you spend there? 


Andy: We spent almost two weeks in the Woodhouse 
studio in Hagen. It took us 10 days to record all the songs 
and we used 2 days for the mixing. We are very happy of 
the collaboration with the producer and mixer, Siggi Bemm. 
He did a great job. 


Wouldn’t you rather have spent 4 weeks at a cheaper 
studio than 2 weeks at an expensive one? 


Andy: | don't know, the two weeks now were more 
expensive than the 4 weeks we used to record “Vent”, 
but | think the result is better. Financially it was OK to do it 
‘cause the three labels we have a deal with (“Lifeforce” in 
Europe, “Imperium” in Japan and “Prosthetic” in the USA) 
shared the studio costs. 


There are two different versions of the new CD: one is 
in a jewel case and the other is a digi pack with a bonus 
song. Why is that? Don’t you think it’s kinda stupid? 


Marc: No, not really. It's just a CD with an extra cover 
song of REFUSED’s “Everlasting”. That song will also be 
released on a REFUSED tribute compilation. It will also be 
released on the Itd version of the LP. 


We all know “Lifeforce” and what they stand for, but 
can you tell us some more about “Imperium” and 
“Prosthetic”? 


Andy: Euh, not really, they just do their own thing. They 
gave us money for the studio, we recorded and they release 
the album and we get a fee from the sale. “Imperium” is 
also giving us tour support. We’re going to tour Japan in 
February with SHADOWS FALL and KILLSWITCH ENGAGE, 
just a couple of shows. “Prosthetic” is a very new label, 
they only started in December 2002. | don't really know 
what they can do for us. It’s all new for them. They're also 
giving us support for our US tour in April (with BLEEDING 
THROUGH ff all works out well). 


You’re going to tour in Japan again! Why do you think 
you're so popular over there? 


Andy: They just seem to be crazy about European bands 
playing hard music. They’re just crazy about every style of 
hard music, and they just love to be extreme. We are ona 
Japanese label; | think that that could explain it. 


What about Brazil? Is there a license for the release of 
the new record in Brasil? 


Marc: We don’t know yet. The previous two CDs came 
out in Brazil, but they were licensed in a CD exchange deal 
between “Liberation” (the Brazilian label) and “Lifeforce”. 
Now “Lifeforce” wants to license it in exchange for a 
money deal, and the Brazilian guy doesn’t know if he can 
afford it. 


Aren’t you supposed to go on tour to Brasil? 


Marc: Yeah, we hope so. We're so busy the next months! 
We're playing all over Europe, we're touring Japan in 
February and the US in April. We hope to play on some 
European fests this summer too. MAD, our booking agent 
tries to get us on as many bills as possible. Maybe we're 
going to Brazil later this year, like September or October. 
It’s all open. 


What are your expectations of the US tour in April? 


Marc: It will be our third tour there already, so it’s nothing 
really new. This time we won't go there on a headlining 
tour, our agent tries to book us as a support act for a bigger 
band. We're talking with DYING FETUS at the moment; 
BLEEDING THROUGH is also an option. We need to see 
what happens. The advantage of being a support act is that 
we'll always play in front of a lot of people. 

Andy: | hope that the shows will be better organised. Last 
time we toured, some of the shows were poorly organised, 
there were almost no people and sometimes we didn’t get 
any money and that sucks. 

Marc: It's not that it was all that bad. | mean, we played 
“Hellfest”! There were 4000 kids going crazy. That was 
awesome. In California, we played some crappy shows, 
badly organised, not so many kids and stuff like that. | hope 
that this time we'll play only big shows. 


Any crazy tour stories you want to share? 


Andy: Well, there aren't really crazy stories about the US 
tour. It wasn’t like the tour with COURSE OF ACTION we had 
2 years ago, that one was crazy. We had food fights all the 
time; we pissed in bottles and threw them from balconies 
and stuff like that. It was very funny. The last US tour was 
not so crazy. | also missed out on a week ‘cause | had to get 
back to Germany for my job. : 


Who was singing then? 


Andy: Johannes from the band DESTINY, he was with us on 
tour the whole time. 


You didn’t mind that someone else was filling in for you? 


Andy: No, not at all, | was OK with it. It’s just that we had 
to do three weeks of touring, but | could only stay for two 
weeks because of my job. Jo is a nice guy and | think he 
has a very good voice; it’s deeper than mine. The other band 
members say that he did a very good job, so | don’t see any 
problem. lf he had fucked things up, | would’ve killed him 
though. (laughter) 


Is it hard to combine all the touring with daily life? What 
about the jobs and the girlfriends? 


Andy: | don’t have a girlfriend, so | can’t really talk about 
that. | think that the girlfriends of Marc and Dennis. It is 
harder to combine it with the jobs. Like | said before, | had to 
leave one week before our US tour ended last year. Our bass 
player couldn't even come with us on last years US/Japan 
tours because of his job, and this year it’s the same story. 
| personally think that it is hard. I’m working all week and in 
the weekends we're mostly playing 2 or 3 shows. But | like 
it, this is how | choose to live. 


Tell me about CALIBAN vs politics: is CALIBAN a political 
band? 


Andy: No, | don’t think so. | don’t have political lyrics, | just 
write about personal stuff, about emotions, impressions and 
| try to write them in a bizarre or abstract way. | don’t want 
to write about political stuff. | think that it’s been done before 
and everything has already been said. It’s not my thing. | 
don’t know if the others are political or not, but they’re fine 
with the fact that my lyrics are not. 
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What should people expect from CALIBAN concerning 
political topics? 


Andy: | don’t know what people should expect, | guess 
nothing, and they can think whatever they want. 


If you are a big band, people always look up to you and 
they want to know your point of view and some people 
will even follow you. 


Andy: | think people should follow their own dreams and 
their own ideas and do their own thing. They shouldn't 
idolise bands. 


| think it’s unavoidable. Some people will always idolise 
bands and look up them. 


Andy: Yeah maybe, but | don’t like it too much. | do like it 
when people tell us that they like our music or that they like 
my lyrics or something like that, but | don’t want them to 
follow our thoughts and actions. 


You have already achieved a lot with CALIBAN. Name 
the most important thing you still want to happen for 
the band. 


Andy: | don’t really know, | hope that everything stays like 
it is now, that would be cool. Playing lots of shows, touring 
etc. Oh yeah, we want to play bigger fests like “Bizarre” fest 
in Germany, that would be awesome. 


Which band member is irreplaceable? 


Andy: | think Marc is irreplaceable because he writes most 
of the music. | don’t know if | am replaceable, | like to 
think | am, | can’t tell you. | think it’s 

only Marc. Maybe also Dennis. No 

one should be irreplaceable, 

but sometimes you can’t go 
around it. Like our bass player 
has problems with getting free 

time at his work, so we had to 

replace him last year on the US 

and Japan tour, and this year, he 
can’t come with us either 


What's the biggest compromise you had to make so 
far with the band? 


Andy: The decision to replace Robert for the recording 
of some songs for the latest album, that was a tuff nut 
to crack, but we talked about it all together and decided 
that it was better for CALIBAN. 


How many “Small Boy...” and “Vent” copies were 
sold so far? 


Andy: We sold around 13000 copies of the “Vent” 
album. I’m not sure how many copies we sold of the first 
one. We sold a lot, but not as much as “Vent”. Hopefully 
the new one will sell even better! 


So what’s up next for you guys? Are you sticking with 
“Lifeforce” or are you switching to “Nuclear Blast” or 
some other bigger label? 


Andy: You know, we're fine with “Lifeforce” and our 
US/Japan deals at the moment. We don’t know what the 
future will bring. We didn’t get any offers from bigger 
labels though. | don’t know how we would react on that 
anyway, | think that’s something we'll have to deal with 
when it happens. 


Which German bands should we keep our eyes open 
for? 


Andy: In case you didn’t already know already, HEAVEN 
SHALL BURN is an awesome band. DESTINY is a 
new “Lifeforce” band and they’re cool too. Another 
really cool band is MOURNFUL. They're not in the 
metal/hardcore scene and they'll be playing their first 
gig today. It’s very good emo/pop music, | think it’s 
one of the best German bands in that style. These are 
just some that come to my mind right now. There are 
obviously tons more!! 


Thanks a lot for the interview. 
Andy: You’re welcome! 


Read more at www.calibanmetal.com 
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icsroi5 the BUTCHER 
mass destruction manual 


mass destruction maqual . - {Early 80's hardcore played the way it 
« jshould be. Fast, raw and energetic. 


For fans of Agnostic Front and D.R.I. 


csrois NO TURNING BACK 


revenge is a right 


European answer to Death Threat, 
Breakdown and No Warning. 

With agressive breakdowns and 
awesome fast parts. 


mutants at mosa trajectum 


Misfits covers from members of 
Right Direction and Backfire. 

/ Guest vocals from Discipline, 
Uppercut, The Butcher and more. 


csr022 NAOP (noizy act of protest) 
hard to deny 


These guys have been in the scene 
for 16 years and still produce top 
quality Hardcore punk. 


csroi7 BORN FROM PAIN 
born from Satit [sands of time 


cme £ The long awaited sophomore album. 
Harder than ever with a great 
production. First 3000 cds in Ltd Ed. 
Master piece of Europe's leading band. 
Also available on Vinyl!! 


Sands of tine 


icsroz3 MURDERER'S ROW 
(no title yet) 


ith Stigmata’s frontman “RILEY” 
voice, this new band brings you the 
purest sound of Old Scool hardcore 
mixed with punkrock and a bit of Oil. 
For fans of; Slapshot, Warzone, 
Agnostic Front, The Bruisers. 


csrozs GANGSTYLE RECS 
label sampler Vol. 1 
a  » _ | this sampler will be filled with music 
od 7 from all the Gangstyle bands. Album 
te ress tracks, unreleased tracks, live 
On option, 79 recordings and live footage from gigs. 


A must have for every Gangstyle fan, 
but also indispensable to those who 
want to discover more form all the 
bands on Gangstyle Records. 


gangstyle 


records 


LOW-BUDGET SAMPLER 18 BANDS 18 SONGS 


Back catalogue Thorp Records also available; www.noizz2000.com 


-jcsro2z5 ASTRO ZOMBIES a.d. 
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Trig NATCHEZ SHACKERS 
shaker hymns no. 2 


Soulful blend of punk rock, traditional 
Irish folk, and inspired Americana. 
Keeping with the spirit of their 
Appalachian influences, the Shakers 
deliver a moving record that will arouse 
listeners to their roots. 

For fans of: The Pogues, 

Flogging Molly, and Dropkick Murphys. 


TR21 SUGAR DADDIE 


hell or high water 
Punk-inspired, groove laden, grease 
monkey rock with a redneck swagger. 
With poetic rhymes of drunken glories 
and muscle car fun. 

For fans of: Clutch, Sheer Terror, 
Nashville Pussy. 


TR23 the YOUNG AND THE 
USELESS, mcd 


Blending strong elements of hardcore 
and rock and roll with riveting melodies 
and dynamic songwriting, TYATU put 
their best foot forward to showcase the 
best of what the Florida hardcore 
scene has to offer. 

For fans of: Hopesfall, Grade, 

and At The Drive In. 


TR25 HOW IT ENDS 


so shall it be 

Philadelphia's H.1.E. have mixed brutal 
metallic riffs and pummeling hardcore 
assaults with notions of sludge and 
doom to create a masterpiece of war 
torn sounds and apocalyptic sonic 
textures. Complete with tortured 
vocals, relentless percussion 
pounding, and unbridled heaviness, 
H.L.E. fulfill their mission of overcoming 
your faculties. 


TR18 TWO MINUTES HATE 


strong and on 

Their fusion of working class hardcore 
and Oi comes straight from the gut 
with fire, brimstone, and a truck load 
of muscle and might. 

TMH also incorporated strong lyrical 
undertones of doom in regards to the 
end of days, the apocalypse. 


1R26 SCARS OF TOMORROW 


design your fate 

S.0.T. cross-pollinate the most 
pulverating strains of hardcore with 
elements of both brutal and melodic 
death metal to produce a distinct and 
diverse sound. Blending various 
influences of extreme music, 

S.0.T. decisively re-define both metal 
and hardcore alike. 

For fans of: At The Gates, Hatebreed, 
and Converge. 


TR22 the BOILS 


ripping waters e.p. 
The band offers five new street punk 


anthems to wave the flag of the working 


class and offer a fresh boot to the 
naysayers. This is the soundtrack to 
back alley nights, faded blue jeans, 
torn knuckles, and scuffed-up boots. 
For fans of: Oxymoron, Hudson 
Falcons, Dropkick Murphys, 

and Rancid 
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Boycott Israeli agricultural Products! sy koen stassen (koen.stassen@soc. kuleuven.ac.be) 


In addition to a piece | wrote for Bullet #2 about the Palestinian cause, this article is a summary of an 
article of Stefan Deconinck of the University of Ghent called ‘Agriculture and the Israeli —Palestinian 
conflict’. | found it on the website of a Belgian NGO called 11.11.11. (www.11.be). The article gives very 
clear information about the fact that Israeli agricultural products are produced on stolen land with stolen 
water. Agriculture is more than an economic activity for the Israeli government, it is mainly of political 
and ideological importance. 


Agriculture = politics 
Blooming deserts 


From an economic point of view the agricultural sector is but a small part of the Israeli economy. The real 
importance of agriculture for Israel is not of economic but of symbolic value: agriculture plays a key roll 
in Zionism, which still is the dominant ideology on which Israelis — from left to rightwing — rely when it 
concerns questions of ‘national importance’. When you look at the history of Israel from the Zionist view, 
you see that the working of the land was the basis for the construction of the state of Israel. The Zionist 
‘founding fathers’ have since the end of the 19" century transformed their promised land as it were, with 
the shovel in one hand and the watering can in the other, from an inhospitable piece of desert to a green 
oasis. This creation myth still forms the basis of Israeli politics today. The motto remains: “let the desert 
bloom”, showing that the Jews have made Israel a habitable land’. To reduce agriculture therefore means 
an attack on the soul of the country and on its most important ideology. Farm export is also a sign to the 
rest of the world — and especially the Jewish part — that there are no problems in Israel as far as daily life 
is concerned and that the immigration of Jews to Israel as a ‘safe haven’ can continue. 


Blood and soil 


A second important pillar of the Zionist ideology which Israel uses today is the aliya, or the ‘right of 
return’. Israel sees itself as the only guarantee for the Jews of the whole world for a safe home. To 
safeguard this right of return also in the future, Israel needs habitable land. For this purpose Israel has” 
since 1948 taken most of the land of its Palestinian inhabitants, among which is also agricultural land, 
which is now exploited by Israeli companies. 


Israeli occupation and de-development in the Palestinian areas 


The Israeli occupation of the Palestinian regions means a ‘de-development’ in the lives of the Palestinian 
people: not only is the development obstructed and disrupted, it is undermined. In this section we discuss 
the negative effects of the Israeli occupation policy and the growing dependency, into which the lives of 
the Palestinians are forced. We are focussing on the Palestinian agriculture, but there are a number of 
aspects of the occupation that connect Palestinian agriculture and the Israeli occupation (such as land 
and water). 


Dependency of Palestinians in the Occupied Territories 


On the eve of the second Intifada 95% of the export of Palestinian goods were directed to Israel. The 
Palestinian areas are nearly one hundred percent dependent on Israel for energy (electricity, gas, oil), 
international communications, a large part of the water reserves (see infra), and for the import of basic 
foods (especially flour, grain, rice, sugar). As the Palestinian economy is as good as handed over to 
Israel, the Palestinians are in an especially vulnerable position. The import of raw materials for industry is 
at the mercy of Israeli rules, controls, levies and taxes. Palestinian products are therefore made expensive 
and undesirable. Apart from that, the Palestinian economy is subjected to Israeli blockades, which are 
used as retaliations. 


Dependency of the Palestinian agriculture 


The overall picture, which is painted of the Palestinian economy as a whole, surely also applies to the 
agricultural sector in particular. The picture, which we see here, is that of an illegal inclusion of the 
Palestinian agriculture in the planning for the demands of the Israeli market, without any real chances of 
an autonomous development. 


Regression of the Palestinian agricultural sector under Israeli occupation 


Since the Israeli occupation, there has been a general reduction in the economic importance of Palestinian 
agriculture. Before 1967 agriculture was the backbone of the Palestinian economy. Between 1967 and 
now the economic importance has steadily decreased. It is a result of a reduction of the agricultural 
sector due to the Israeli occupation policy. A large part of the workforce, which would normally work on 
the land has to divert into alternative employment or becomes unemployed due to lack of planning and 
investment in the sector. Planting of new fruit trees in class B and C areas? still requires permits from the 
Israeli military commanders. This is a process, which can take years, with a resulting reduction in trees 
and orchards. Another regulation forbids the growing of products, which compete with Israeli products 
on the international market. During the first Intifada the Israeli army uprooted more than 127 000 trees, 
of which 81000 were olive trees, which used to produce 250 tons of olive oil per year. This type of 
practice also continued during ‘peace times’. In the 8 years since the historic breakthrough in the Israeli 
— Palestinian negotiations with the signing of the Declaration of Principles in 1993, 70 000 hectares of 
land has been confiscated and 282 000 trees in Palestinian orchards have been uprooted? under the 
pretext of lack of necessary permits, security regulations or under the Law of Absentees (land which has 
not been farmed during three consecutive years can be confiscated). 


Integration of Palestinian farm production 


In the production, as well as in export possibilities, Palestinian products are at a disadvantage in 
comparison with Israeli agriculture. Israel’s products are forcing Palestinian ones out of the market 


because they are often subsidised and are not hampered by a whole set of rules and restrictions. 
Examples are the restrictions, which apply when bringing agricultural products on the market: for 
Palestinians it is not allowed to sell fruit and vegetables from the Occupied Territories in East Jerusalem; 
this rule does not apply to products from the colonies. Due to the fact that Palestinian farmers find it 
more and more difficult to find a market for their products, they often switch to products for which there 
are a demand in Israel, such as chickpeas (which Israeli producers do not grow because they are not 
profitable enough). The same goes for the internal market of farm products: due to the closing of borders 
and the resulting problems, such as damage to produce, Palestinian farmers switch to less delicate 
crops like potatoes and onions, which are also less profitable. By growing these crops the Palestinian 
farmers make use of their less developed farming methods and cheap labour, and are able to offer 
better terms than the Israeli producers in this market section. The Israeli farming industry can therefore 
concentrate on products, which require more intensive methods, such as flowers, fruit and vegetables, 
which are more profitable. In this area they are more efficient than their Palestinian competitors, which 
are forced out of the market towards less profitable crops. Thereby Palestinian agriculture grows more 
and more dependent on Israel: Israel buys cheap Palestinian products and floods the market with its own 
expensive goods. Dependency on Israeli transit is continuing to grow. Before the occupation, the West 
Bank exported 80% of its vegetables and 45% of its fruit. Hardly ten years later more is imported than 
exported - and 90% of the imports came from Israel. The Palestinian agriculture has been absorbed into 
the Israeli market — a form of economic indirect rule. 


Possibilities for Palestinian export 


The enormous dependency, subordination and integration of Palestinian agriculture into the Israeli 
economy are the result of limited alternatives for export. Due to a whole range of restrictions and 
conditions, which Israel imposes, the export to neighbouring countries or to Europe is usually not 
cost effective. Since 1990 the European Union deals directly with the markets in the Occupied 
Territories, but this export is also hampered by Israeli security controls. The Israeli army holds up 
lorries carrying farm products for long times before they can cross the border. This means that the 
load is already rotten before it is able to pass the checkpoint. Israel also imposes high levies on the 
‘transit’ of fruit and vegetables from the Occupied Territories to third countries. This is why it often 
pays the Palestinian exporters to sell the fruit at low prices to Israeli companies instead of shipping 
them directly to Europe. 


Thirst for water 


Under the West Bank and the Gaza strip there are large water reserves. In 1967 Israel declared the 
water reserves national property and took control of water reserves away from the villages and local 
communities and handed them over to military commanders. A water regulation system was introduced 
for the Palestinian population with a system of permits for the exploitation of new and existing water 
infrastructure. These permits are also required for the modernisation of pumping stations and for the 
planting of new orchards. Meters are fitted to wells and springs to limit output. This way Israel built 
up a centralised control, which was completed in 1982. Since the occupation, the Palestinian demand 
for water has been growing, through increase in population as well as through economic development 
—also in agriculture. Nevertheless, the necessary permits for more water are constantly refused. Those 
who benefited were the Jewish settlements that got preferential conditions for the construction of new 
water installations. Unequal distribution of the water reserves also means an unequal distribution of water 
shortages. While Israel specifies for itself a minimum 100 m3 of water for household use (for drinking, 
cooking, washing and cleaning), which is necessary for basic human needs, different standards apply 
to the Palestinians: the total quantity of water which is allocated to them (30m per person per year), is 
much less than that of an Israeli (320ms per person per year), even if they share the same water reserves. 
There is therefore a lack of water for Palestinian agriculture and other economic activities. They do not 
have the means to maintain a reasonable standard of living, because, apart from economic problems, 
the water shortage also has negative social consequences, for example in the health service. The result of 
the Israeli occupation policy is even visible from space. On satellite photos the ‘Green Line’ can be seen 
as a real border in the landscape: Israel is a green country, where the vegetation gets adequate water 
to flourish, the West Bank and Gaza are coloured brown and yellow due to drought. The purpose of the 
Israeli policy is clear: by stopping the Palestinians from using water, Israel can make maximal use of 
available water reserves for its own economy. 


Conclusion 


Israel tries to achieve a number of (internal) political aims with its water management, and deflects 
the negative results of the water shortages on to the Palestinian population in the occupied areas. This 
makes ‘water’ a central problem in the Israeli — Palestinian conflict, because of political reasons of Israel, 
because of the problem of under-development of the Palestinians, but also because of the link with other 
basic problems in the Israeli — Palestinian conflict: the problem of the return of Palestinian refugees, 
Palestinian borders (because territory means access to the water reserves underneath) and the problem 
of Jewish settlements in the Occupied Territories. 


The only thing we can do on an individual level is to boycott these Israeli products: 


Carmel & Carmel Bio Top (vegetables) 
Jaffa (Pomelo) 

- Hasat (Grapefruit) 

- Yarden (Wines) 

- Sabra Salads 

- Beigel & Beigel (pretzels and crackers) 

- Osem (biscuits and sweets) 

- Tivall (veggie burgers) 


In hope for a better future for the Palestinian people. 


' Sharon: ‘who have dedicated themselves to developing a flourishing agriculture in a country which is more than half desert, thus demonstrating that the real value of land is a function of how itis utilised’. 
* A-, B- and C-areas are listed in the Interim-treaty of 1995. B- and C-areas are areas where the management still is partly or totally in the hands of Israel: this covers nearly 90% of land in the Occupied Territories. 


5|t takes about 15 years before a newly planted olive tree begins to bear its first fruit. 
“In 2001 tomatoes were the most important imports by Israel from the Occupied Territories 
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EMPATHY is a long going metallic H8000 band. They recently recorded a bunch of terrific songs that will result in a full- 
length CD release on “Genet” records. Being quite a fan of theirs, Piek had a little chat with EMPATHY guitar player Matthias. 


Please introduce yourselves. Who’s in the band and 
which other bands have you played in/do you play for? 


M: The only founding members that are left since the very 
beginning 6 years ago are Filip & myself, the two guitar players. 
| used to do some riffing in xLIARx but that’s a closed chapter. 
You might know our drummer Tim from the band CONGRESS 
in which he does the grunts and shrieks, and from the short 
period that he played drums for LIFECYCLE. On bass guitar we 
have Yourik and our latest addition is Jens who takes care of 
the vocal parts. This is the line-up we've had since September 
2002 and the one we recorded the album with. Personally, | am 
very satisfied with our current line-up. It’s a bunch of friends 
that stick together and every issue can be discussed within the 
group. We’re very diverse people that make quite a strong team. 


Singers have always been a problem for EMPATHY. 
Now it seems you found a really good front man in 
Jens Debaveye? 


M: Indeed, it seems this guy adds a lot to our overall sound. 
He is by far the best singer we have ever had. Jens’ voice 
perfectly fits our music and on top of that | am a big fan of his 
lyrics. Jens & our bass player Yourik used to be in high school 
together a couple of years ago. That was the only connection, 
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but that’s fine by me, because Jens completely fits in! . He is 
an important addition to the band and a worthy opponent, haha! 
The reason why our previous singers got the sack was mostly 
pretty obvious: if you don’t have any interest in hardcore as a 
movement, if you don’t care about what you sing, if you don’t 
care about lyrics, go fucking play in a sketchy metal band that 
has lyrics about the devil and raping chicks with knifes. It’s 
not my cup of tea (coffee, to be correct) to be honest. Other 
singers got kicked out because they didn’t fit the pack or they 
were too crazy... whatever. Most of our ex-members are still 
good friends and beef between EMPATHY and ex-members 
only happened occasionally. Ah well, you can’t get along with 
everyone in this world. To be honest, most of the people | just 
don’t want to get along with, but that’s another story, hehe. 
Jens is a straight-up guy, he has a solid voice that works well 
both in the studio as on stage. He’s H-U-G-E too...haha. 


Years ago you released that stomping demo ... 


M: Years ago yes...haha. Must have been around 1998, as in 
‘the previous century’. We did the demo with a whole different 
line-up, in a whole different spirit. Maybe the wrong people 
were involved back then, | don’t know. Anyway, that demo got 
very good reactions and it really kept us going. Line-up troubles 
and some sort of ‘EMPATHY = fake HC’ — boycott was 


blocking our way to grow further into the ‘scene’. The songs 
on the demo were totally different from the style we play now, 
totally not original whatsoever. | even have to admit that the 
lyrics were totally dumb ... hehe. But in a way, we were young 
and enthusiastic and wanted to play heavy music. Some people 
in the band didn’t bother about lyrics or ideals or ethics, | guess 
those people are the ones who left the band or were kicked out. 
| am glad we made that decision back then. We added the right 
persons at the right spot and here we are now. We still try to 
achieve a ‘bulldozer’ live effect. | guess it’s just a matter of not 
giving in and keep on going strong, whatever comments you 
get. | learn from criticism, | don’t always like taking it, but in the 
end I’m OK with it, and | learn from it. 


Right now you’re back on track. Did it take you guys 
such a long time to write new songs? 


M: As for the song writing, 3/4 of the album was written during 
a period of two and a half years so you could say that we like to 
work on our song material. The constant changes in line-up were 
also a big reason for our slacking. Personally, | like to work on 
songs over and over again, add details, add some more details, 
some more feeling. ..! guess that would be a reason why it took 
us so long. In the end, it all paid off (at least for me personally) 
because there is not a single second of the album that | am not 
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satisfied with. In a way, | am glad we took so much time to 
write and waited a while to record the songs. | now feel that 
we are ready and that our songs have a solid construction. 
Two years ago we weren't ready to record a decent album at 
all. | think music is something that needs to continue growing 
on you, not only individually but also as a group. Rehearsing 
pays off, it enables you to jam together almost blindly... 


You recorded your full-length at Midas studios. Are 
you satisfied with the way it all turned out? 


M: Tony is an excellent guy to hang out with... It’s fun, it’s 
fun, and after that, it’s even more fun. We had a great time at 
his house recording this shit. We pre-recorded all the songs at 
my place and worked everything out into the smallest details, 
wrote down schedules of every song and that saved us major 
amounts -of time andsmoney in the actual recording studio: 
There was no time or money to be wasted. Crappy discussions 
like. “are we going to play it this or that way” were out of the 
question. Everything was pre-arranged and it seemed to be 
the best way for us. to work. This way we had enough time to 
spend on the finishing touch (extra peeps ‘n clicks, extra guitar 
layers, etc) and we were able to do a decent mix. So if you ask 
me “are you satisfied?” I'd have to say | am more than satisfied. 


The lay-out is fuckin’ impressive. What’s the whole 
idea behind that one. 


M: Thank you for the compliment. | guess the layout was just 
the result of an angry evening behind my Macintosh. Nothing 


more to add to that. | wanted it to look ‘punk’, but that is a - 


relative thing and | wanted it to look angry and even that is 
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open for discussion. | guess it’s a matter of individual taste 
and | personally thought this kind of layout would fit perfectly 
for the kind of music we.bring. The hard thing with layouts 
for me is that | have a thousand ideas, but ultimately | can 
only choose one out of all of them to work out concretely. | 
‘m pretty happy with the way the layout turned out in the end. 
| hope people pick up our CD and can honestly admit that the 
cover art jumps out of the grey mass. rs 


The new CD will be released on “Genet” records. An 
obvious choice? 


M: | guess it was an obvious choice for Genet to pick us out of 
the new league of Belgiaii hardcore acts. . haha. It’s not like we 
got tons of major contracts offered for this one, but we are more 
than glad Bruno & Kathy wanted us to join the Genet family. It’s 
been a well-known label for many years now and they can look 
back upon a very impressive and varied discography. It’s an 
honour to be on Genet, no-kidding. | am-really happy and the 
rest of the band joins me on this one. It’s cool for us to be ona 
label with people we know pretty well. It also comes in handy 
to have ‘em close by. It’s just a’matter of jumping on. the train 
and going to Ghent to discuss band-label matters in person. It’s 
cool to have people behind-you that appreciate what you do in 
an honest way. In short, it’s just a nice thing that we are released 
and supported by Genet/Pyrrhus. 


EMPATHY vs. the H8000 sound. Are you influenced 
by that sound? 


M: | would describe us as a new, revised version of H8000 
hardcore. We have so many different angles of approach 
towards song-writing that it would be impossible to name all 
of them. To name a few, we can surely say that bands like 
REGRESSION or LIAR had. some influence. However also 
more recent acts like KILLSWITCH ENGAGE caught my total 
attention while | was writing. We used to be influenced *by the 
more sketchy hardcore bands like PRO-PAIN or BIOHAZARD 
but | feel that these kind of influences are pretty faded out in 
the newer songs. It totally isn’t the case that we start writing 
a song saying to ourselves that ‘it must sound like this or 
like that’...we just start out jamming and jamming for hours 
in a row and then pick out useful pieces and start throwing 
around with ideas. It’s a pretty active way of writing. It’s 
difficult to name clear influences because we all listen to 
different kinds of music, | can appreciate any kind of music 
as long as it’s brought well, | get goose bumps from good old 
school hardcore but | can be touched by a good brutal death 
metal band too, you see? It’s just a matter of picking up 
ideas and then make something out of your‘own with these 
influences. It's hard to be totally renewing. .| mean, there are 


‘only. seven notes, fourteen if you-want...everything’s been 


done and even recycled... 

ee 
What is happening in the once-so-flourishing H8000 
area these days? 


M: | couldn't answer that to be honest, but I'll try anyway... 
think that it has something to do with what you could call 
the ‘laziness’ of lots of kids. They don’t have the patience to 
work on something. And just the fact that there are only few 
kids left from back then, people get older and go on ‘scene- 
retirement’...it's a pity, a lot of cool people skip the whole 
hardcore thing and too few new people jump on the train...| 
guess it’s a bit of a temporary slacking. If you look at it now, 
it’s building it’s way back up. You have lots of new promising 
bands that play total different styles of hardcore. Take for 
example THE DEAL, DEATH BEFORE DISCO, SEVERANCE, 
AMEN RA, KINGPIN...Lots of new bands that kick ass. I’m 
glad this tough-guy hardcore trend is a bit dying out. Not 
that | don’t want these bands around, don’t get me wrong, 
but a year ago it seemed like every fucking new band played 
that same style and then it tends to get very, véry boring. 
A good scene needs diversity, that ‘s the only way it will 
stay interesting and appealing to new kids. And you need 
legends, like for example CONGRESS or LIAR. Well, the 
way | see it it’s starting to grow again at the moment and | 


hope the trend will keep its growing direction and maybe one 
day we.can have a very strong H8000/Belgian scene again. 


You guys wreck it live. EMPATHY involves a lot of 


adrenaline, | presume? Tim, your drummer, is a 


madman right?! Each time, you~see-him: after an’ 2 
is-bloodred!! One mean, 


EMPATHY show; his fac 
motherfucker. Tell us about that live-mean aspect. 

M: Tim is indeed a mean motherfucker. You got that right. 
I don’t know...we’re just five people thakgare very close 
together and we tend to get angry with each other and that 
mostly happens before a show...haha. So you can say that 
we can eat each other raw right before a show. Maybe that 


has something to do with it. But the main and mean engine’ 


behind the aggression is certainly Tim, he rocks it live.. .hehe. 
We want to keep it growling during a show. 


_ What about the story of an EMPATHY show at B-52 


in Eernegem (B) where you almost trashed your 
equipment at the end of the show!? Tell us about 
that!! 


M: The Eernegem story...well, there’s not that much of a 
story. As | told you in the previous question, we tend to get 
pretty pissed off before a show, and during that show, we all 
kind of fucked up pretty bad and got even madder, especially 
Tim. So at the end of the show, we kind of started going crazy 
and it ended up with Tim trashing his drum-set. The funny part 
was that right after that he was backstage with a huge smile, 
shouting that he felt like Dave fuckin’ Grohl. 


Would you consider EMPATHY a political band? 
What do your lyrics deal with? 


M: We're not a political band at all, but that doesn’t mean 
we don’t have an opinion about certain political issues. It’s 
just not a part of our lyrics. Most of the lyrics on this CD are 
by the hand of our singer Jens. The lyrics are about diverse 
topics like straightedge, about the world surrounding us and 
sometimes driving us crazy, about people that fucked us over 
On a personal level. For the newer songs , that aren’t on the 
CD, | wrote some of the words too. It’s an outlet to write lyrics. 
| think people should write down more things because it’s such 
a great outlet to me. When you get mad, write it down if you 
don’t want to talk about it...Our lyrics are just honest writings 
about our views on the things in life. If people want to know 
more about our lyrics, come and talk to us, we wont bite. 


EMPATHY’s guitar player Filip is the “Sober Mind” 
webmaster and the main man behind the very 
popular “Sober Mind” message board. | bet that 
also involves a great deal of work?! i m 


F: The SMR board... pfffff. |’d rather like people to know me as 
the guitar player of a cool band. 

M: This whole internet scene-thing is‘so fucking lame. There is 
this whole bunch of people that you never ever see at shows 
that are giving critique on everyone and everything, damn 
it's so fucking boring. This thing started out as a forum to 


announce shows etc and ended up in some fucked up war 


zone where nothing can be discussed in a mature way...it’s 
sad to see. It used to be so that people got to know bands on 
shows, through distros, you had to come to shows otherwise 
you wouldn’t be updated about new bands, releases, zines,.... 
Zines have almost totally disappeared and that’s really sad. In 
a way, it’s very cliché to state, but hardcore and punk got too 
easy to get... Don’t ask me for a solution because | don’t have 
one, and my fear is that it will only get worse. Ah well, | guess 
we'll just keep on going and doing our thing, keeping it fun to 
do, because after all, it is what it is: a way of spending your 
free time in a qualitative way, and having fun, of course. 


Band contact: ~ 


Matthias * Groeningelaan 42 * 8500 Kortrijk * Belgium 
matthias@sobermindrex.com 
www.empathyhc.com 
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| SHOT CYRUS is a band that most European people will not have heard of yet. They are a bunch of South American kids that play NEGATIVE APPROACH, SS 
DECONTROL, HERESY, etc influenced hardcore. Raw & aggressive shit. Bruno had a little chat with Pedro about their upcoming debut full-length, their link with HC 
legends RATOS DE PORAO, the European summer tour and so much more ... Please read on. 


I’m sure many of the Bullet readers have never heard 
about | SHOT CYRUS?! Please introduce the band, 
the style you play and what you guys stand for?! 


First of all, thanks for the support (as usual!) and the interview! 
We are basically a (very) fast and heavy hardcore (call it 
thrashcore if you really need to) band with current and former 
members of Brazilian bands like POINT OF NO RETURN, 
NEWSPEAK, INFECT and now also RATOS DE PORAO. We 
don’t sound like any of those bands, but share the same spirit, 
| guess! 


Now, I'll tell you our story: in 1997, Kalota, who some readers 
might know as one of the singers in POINT OF NO RETURN 
(the one with the big sXe sun tattoo on his back), asked me 
to start a fast old style hardcore band. PONR had just started 
and he also sang in SELF CONVICTION, and both bands were 
metal/mosh oriented. He also wanted to start a band that was 
more in the vein of the music he grew up with and loved to listen 
to. Back then, my former band NEWSPEAK was also becoming 
more and more chaotic and noisy, so | was also thirsty to 
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play simple, straight forward hardcore. That's how everything 
started. We gathered other members of PONR and NEWSPEAK 
and started the whole thing. 


After a few months sounding kind of like CHAIN OF STRENGTH, 
but faster, we got kind of bored with the “neo youth crew” 
thing that was getting big back then (most bands were lacking 
energy and stood for almost nothing), so we incorporated more 
European influences (British, Dutch and Swedish, especially) 
and started to mix MOB 47 and RIPCORD with late 80s 
American sXe, and sort of developed our own style. We soon 
discovered, this sort of music was also being done by other 
bands around the world, like USA’s WHAT HAPPENS NEXT, 
CRUCIAL SECTION from Japan and many others. 


During the first 2 or 3 years, | SHOT CYRUS kind of took a 
back seat, since we all played in PONR and NEWSPEAK. When 
NEWSPEAK broke up in 2000, and in 2001, PONR also split 
for a while, CYRUS became our main activity and we started 
working harder. We had some line-up changes and now we’re 
getting ready to record our first full-length. It will be released by 


3 great labels: “Liberation” (PONR’s label) and “Laja” in Brazil, 
as well as “625” in the USA. They’re all great labels, with whom 
we have friendship and share the same ideals and musical taste 
(mostly), so it seemed natural to go with them. 


What we stand for? Well, we try to be political, or at least 
outspoken about things, but with a bit of humor, but it’s not 
really conscious, it’s just a reflection of our world view, daily 
life and personalities. | can also say that we stand against the 
“It's OK to be dumb” trend that seems to be getting stronger 
in the hardcore scene of late. | mean, we don’t even think of 
“political” as a label, as a special form of hardcore. It just 
comes out like that naturally, maybe because of our influences 
and environment. We’re all vegan/vegetarian also, and except 
for Boka, the drummer everybody is sXe. It’s not really a part 
of the band’s agenda, but I’m sure it’s reflected on our other 
Opinions and |’m sure it filters the way we see the world. 


| noticed that you have a new drummer: Boka. You 


mean thé Boka, the fucking RATOS DE PORAO war 
machine? He must be the idol of the whole band?! 
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How does it feel to have such an important local hero 
in the band? 


Yeah, that’s right! Our new drummer is Boka, from international 
legends RxDxPx. We all grew up watching and listening to RDP 
and also his older band PSYCHIC POSSESSOR (look for it, they 
have an LP from ’89 that is one of the best Brazilian records 
from the time!). A few years ago we would never have thought 
he would play with us some day. We became friends, and 
he’s pretty involved with the DIY scene, and also with politics/ 
activism, so it seems natural now, and we even forget how big 
and important his other band is. The most important thing is that 
he’s an amazing drummer, a great guy, our friend, vegetarian 
and has his heart and mind on the right (left :) ) place, and 
also, he’s really dedicated and works hard, so now we have the 
best and hardest working line-up ever! He also knows all of our 
influences, which makes everything much easier... If we ask 
him to play like NEGAZIONE or THE ACCUSED or something like 
that, he’ll know what we’re talking about, hehehe. 


By the way? Who is Cyrus and what did he do wrong 
that he deserved to be shot? 


For those who are not familiar with one of the best movies 
ever, we took our name from the 1979 film “Warriors”. In the 
movie, this guy Cyrus, tries to unite all street gangs in New 
York against the police and take over the city. So, he gathers 
the gangs in Union Square and when he’s giving his “unity 
against the system” speech (pretty punk rock, isn’t it?) some 
crazy motherfucker shoots him for no reason, just for chaos’ 
sake, and then blames this other gang, The Warriors. So the 
rest of the movie is The Warriors running away around NYC and 
fighting other gangs, while trying to prove they didn’t do it. 


The name of the band has many meanings: a homage to this 
great film, a reference to the crazy guy who shot Cyrus (he 
doesn’t have a name, so we couldn’t name the band after him 
— thus “! Shot Cyrus”) and also, a metaphor, since the movie’s 
story can be interpreted as a revolutionary message (we're 
millions, and they're just a few, so let’s take over the world and 
rule it ourselves!). 


As you can see, Cyrus didn’t really do anything wrong, on 
the contrary, he did something really right, and as it usually 
happens, took a bullet for it! Anyway, see this movie and check 
it for yourself. It’s a classic! 


Um porco é um porco? 


Oh yeah, that’s for sure! Pigs are pigs everywhere in the 
world, as you guys in Belgium could see during the protests 
against the war in Iraq recently... Cops have always ranked 
high among the biggest enemies of the punks. And of course, 
they're the armed force of the rich against the poor, the youth, 
the misfits, minorities and anyone who’s a threat. If the police 
never fucked with you, it’s because you haven't tried hard 
enough, hehehe. 


Is it a deliberate choice to have lyrics in both English 
and Portuguese? 


Yes and no. | mean, we've discussed that and decided it would 
be the best choice to be multilingual, but we were already using 
both languages then. It came out naturally like that but we 
thought about it and it seemed to be the way to go. | think both 
languages have their advantages. Portuguese is our mother 
tongue, so we obviously can communicate better with it, and 
it makes a lot more sense to use our own language to discuss 
more local issues. At the same time, some lyrics sound better 
in English, or the subjects are more international, so it works 
better to write in English. And of course, using many languages 
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gives an internationalist feeling, which is what hardcore is all 
about. We’re not against singing in English per se, we’re only 
against the idea of singing in English because “it is the hardcore 
language”. That is totally retarded. At the same time we also 
think that singing in your own language for patriotic/nationalist 
reasons Is just as bad. It all depends on why you're doing it. 


By the way, we've only used English and Portuguese because 
that’s all we know, otherwise we would write in even more 
languages. Some of the greatest bands ever sang in their own 
languages other than English, such as the great 80’s Italian 
bands, like NEGAZIONE for instance, and it never prevented 
them from communicating with people from other countries 
and having records released abroad. More recently, bands 
NEKHE! NAATZA and DIR YASSIN from Israel and LOS 
CRUDOS used their own language to express their own local 
problems and that’s what made them so efficient ... And the 
Israeli bands sang in Hebrew!!! Well, maybe people were more 
open minded back in the 80s, but maybe it’s just that nobody 
tries anymore and just uses English automatically. Anyway, 
we're preparing Italian and Spanish lyrics for the new record, 
just wait and see! 


| heard there are plans for a European tour? Fill us 
in about that. 


Yes, we've been planning to do that for years, but we had to 
have a full length out first as well as free time. Now it’s finally 
gonna happen, at least | hope so. Two of us have gone there 
before with POINT OF NO RETURN, and another one has been 
there millions of times with RATOS DE PORAO, and it’s always 
been amazing. So we’re looking forward to go again and we’re 
sure it’s gonna be great. 


Does it make more sense to you to tour Europe than 
to go on the road in the USA? 


Yeah, it definitely does, for many reasons. First of all, it's 
nearly impossible for all of us to get visas for the USA right 
now (Brazilians need visas to go there). It’s never been easy 
for young, unemployed, single people without property and 
Stuff to get visas, but now, after September 11 and especially 
with the war threat, it’s not even worth trying... Also, it seems 
that Europeans are more open minded towards foreign bands 
than Americans in general. And of course, European promoters 
will pay you, feed you and house you better than in the US. 
And we've been there before, so we have more contacts and 
friends and kind of know our way around. | mean, we’d love to 
go to the USA, but it’s just too hard and risky (moneywise) for 
us right now. 


What can people do if they wanna put on a show or 
give you shelter while you are over here? | bet you 
can use all the help you can get. 


We want to go late July/early August, and stay for 4 or 5 weeks, 
so if anyone wants to help us with a show, place to stay, or 
anything at all, just write us at pedro2@macbbs.com.brand 
we'll be thrilled to play your town or just talk to you. To get 
our releases so far, check out Laja records (www.laja.com.br), 
Peculio (www.peculiodiscos.com.br) or Liberation 
(www.xliberationx.com.br). 


Final question: Iraq is far away from Brazil, how 
do you guys see the war threat? How do you think 
it can effect your own lives/political or economic 
situation? 


Damn... tough question. I'll try not to make it too boring. 
Just like all decent people, we're totally opposed to killing 
innocents and starving children to death, and therefore, we 
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oppose the war vehemently. It’s obviously a big farse to 
control the oil in Iraq and restore American domination over 
there. It’s clear that the Bush administration is using “fascist” 
tactics in order to raise its control inside their own territory. By 
that | mean that they infuse fear on the population (exploiting 
September 11), creating an external enemy (“terrorism”) as 
well as an internal one (“anti globalizers”, activists, etc...) in 
order to legitimize their control and prepare their way to war, 
without being resisted. At the same time, they try to disarm 
any opposition and cut away individual and political liberties 
and rights. It’s terrible alright, but it’s exactly what’s to be 
expected from any capitalist state. When democratic values 
are useful to them, that’s what they give us, but then, when 
they need to get rough and become authoritarian, they'll do 
it too. Anything to defend the interest of capital. That’s why, 
although it’s clear that they are indeed taking away freedom 
and betraying democracy, it’s vain to fight “for democracy”, 
because it’s only the other side of the coin, another kind 
of capitalism. If you are struggling for “better capitalism”, 
you are only supporting the same people who will give you 
“worse capitalism” whenever it’s required. So, the answer 
is to fight against capitalism as a whole, not just “against 
Bush”, or “for democracy”. Of course, the lack of democracy 
shows how much capitalism is incapable of keeping up their 
Own promises and living up to their ideology of peace and 
freedom (look at Genoa, for instance), and therefore, must 
be denounced. Not in order to show how good capitalist 
democracy is, but to show how capitalist ideology is a farce. 
We have a song called “Capitalism Generates War”, and it 
is true. Capitalism needs war from time to time, and that’s 
unavoidable in this system. 


Pacifism is no exit to the problem, because it’s the same 
argument the ruling class uses to attack anyone who opposes 
it. If one day you're crying for “peace” plain and simple, how 
can you support war against oppression when you have to? 
There’s no peace without (social) justice, and | unfortunately 
can't see capitalism disappearing by itself, without any 
violence. People must defend themselves, and struggle 
(sometimes physically) for a different world if they really want 
it. “Peace” and “war” as absolute concepts don’t mean much. 
We are against capitalist wars, or using “old school” jargon 
bourgeois wars. We are of course in favor of peace, but not if 
it means being exploited and oppressed and not doing anything 
against it. As much as everybody loves peace, and has it as 
an ultimate goal, how can one be against oppressed people 
taking up arms? It’s the only way to achieve change and build a 
society where peace is actually possible! 


Since Brazil is under the USA sphere of influence, the war will 
definitely affect the country’s economy. Politically, the US 
government will probably try to proceed with the “Colombia 
Plan”. With this plan they want to raise American Military 
control over South America and the Amazon. They’ve recently 
tried a military coup d’état in Venezuela, so we can only wait 
and see what happens. If the war breaks out and becomes more 
widespread (which | don’t think is gonna happen), American 
military presence will probably be raised. On the other hand, 
the other Gulf war didn’t affect us THAT much on the surface, 
so if the war remains “small” and localized, its influence here 
won't be that visible. We can only guess... Right now, the 
war is affecting our lives in the sense that almost everyone 
| know in Brazil is against it. Even old, “normal” people. It’s 
probably affecting the image of the USA negatively more than 
anything else recently and draining away all the support the 
common people in Brazil had towards the US government after 
September 11. 


Thanks for answering Pedro, see you in Europe 
this summer! 
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A new step in the PN universe. 
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Buy this and get blown away and be sure to catch 
them live somewhere in your neighbourhood! 


Fun Prod 2002.18.04 


FIVE DAYS OFF 


Fun prod 2002.16.02 


‘Coast to coast’ full cd 


VICTIMS OF SOCIETY 
‘Glasgow kiss’ mini cd 


One of the oldest and fastest Belgian hardcore 
bands and more active then ever. Spewing out 
raging oldskool hardcore songs, without losing 
touch with melodies. All captured in a tight and 
chrystal clear production. Be sure to get a hold 
on this one, cause it will blow you away! 


The follow up to the highly anticipated 
‘Ripping the field’ album. 
This excellent punkrockband has been touring 
all over the place for the past two years and now 
they’re back with a new punkrock opus! 


28 Think of old Randy on an Iron Maiden trip! 
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THIRD SEASON 


- ‘Courage to care’ cdep 

Fun Prod 2002.19.05 

Great and inspiring oldskool hardcore with a distinctive 
newskool touch and a characteristic voice. 

Combining the agression and sincerity of fast hardcore 

with the mosh and chugga chugga of your best kind of 
newskool band.All this spiced up with an uplifting amount 
of melody and energy; Be sure to get a hold on this beauty!!! 
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‘not so happy to be sad’ cd 

Fun Prod 2002.17.03 

All you dedicated kids out there should’ ve heard 
about this exiting Italian punkrockband! 

Mixing up ska, emo, indie and punk like no other 
band and rocking hard! 

Discover why this is Italians biggest punkrockband! 
Available for Benelux, Spain, Portugal, France. 
HOMER/BUCKLE UP 

‘split cd’ mini cd 

RearViewMirror/Funtime distribution 2002.03.01 
Two punkrockbands from the infamous Hageland 
area team up to deliver three new songs each. 
Homer brings us a great mix of punkrock and emo, 
while Buckle Up delivers quality melodic punkrock. 


Expect some catchy singalong songs with a 
fat production. 
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35137 padova ( italy ) 
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info@greenrecords.net 
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er since their demo was released, ISIS 

has been a powerhouse that couldn’t be 

ignored. With releases under their belt on 

some of the hottest labels the underground has to 

offer and the recent debut on Mike Patton’s Ipecac 

these gents seem to know what how to play their 

cards. Gunmen Jonas and Jan talked to front man 

Aaron Turner, who’s also the man in charge over at 
Hydra Head records and so much more! 


You must be a very prolific person with both ISIS 
and Hydra Head being highly successful, not 
to mention OLD MAN GLOOM, HOUSE OF LOW 
CULTURE and your lay-out work. Does that make 
you an organised person, if not a control freak? 


| don’t know, it depends on your definition of control freak. 
| wouldn’t even say that I’m an organised person, and with 
the projects I’m involved in, | wouldn’t say that | have to have 
total control over everything. ISIS, for example is a band 
where everybody has his say about what goes on and the 
music we write. The only project that I’m sort of the dictator 
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of is HOLC, cause that’s my solo project to a certain extent. 
With “Hydra Head” |, or even better, we, do like to maintain 
control about every aspect of the label: we want to make 
sure that our records and our adds look good or sound good 
and are well marketed and promoted etc. We like to have as 
much control as we can. But | don’t consider myself as a 
control freak and | definitely have an easy time working with 
other people. 


But how do you get your life organised? | mean, 
you’re involved in so much stuff... 


My life is a mess! | always feel like there’s something that has 
to be done that I’m not doing. | guess it is hard in some ways. 
For example: | have a girlfriend I’ve been with for 3 or 4 years, 
and sometimes the projects I’m involved with and all the work 
| have to do, put a strain on the relationship. | also don’t get 
to see some of my friends and family as much as I'd want 
to, but | think that’s some kind of sacrifice you have to make. 
But | try to manage my time the best | can and | try to find a 
good balance between my social life and my “professional” 
life. | know I’m not always succeeding, but at least | try and 
| do my best. 


How do you explain the success of ISIS? Do you see 
the release of ‘Oceanic’ as an instant success? 


| definitely wouldn’t call it ‘instant succes’. We’ve been 
working very hard for the last 5 years. Maybe it seems that 
with the new record things kind of exploded, but | think we 
worked very hard for every thing we ever achieved. We've 
practiced a lot, we've toured a lot, we’ve done 5 or 6 records 
now, so | really don’t feel like what we've achieved recently 
has been instant. | do think that working with “Ipecac” records 
has made a difference. We had more money to record and 
there has been a better promotion for the record and also 
that it has been distributed better and more widely so more 
people could find it and more people hear about it. But | don’t 
think that that explains all the succes of “oceanic”. 


Do you think that ISIS would’ve grown into what it is 
now if it weren’t for the depoliticisation of hardcore 
that occurred these last years? 


| don’t know, | feel like we definitely come from a hardcore 
background and we've been part of that scene for the most 
part, but | think we probably would have been able to do what 


we do now and be successful at it, even if that hadn’t occurred. 
We are part of the hardcore community to a certain extent, but 
we're also a part of a different musical history which includes 
bands like THE MELVINS, GODFLESH, UNSANE who are heavy 
and come from a heavy music scene but don’t really strictly 
follow the rules that were set. Those bands are all bands that 
break through the genre-barriers and that’s what we are also 
trying to do. So | think that, even if we hadn’t been accepted 
by the hardcore community the way we have, we would have 
found fans somewhere else. That has never really been a 
concern, we’ve always wanted to appeal to a lot of different 
people. We never wanted to be linked to only the hardcore 
community, | think we would have worked it out one way or 
the other. 


You mentioned GODFLESH. Can you tell a bit more 
about the link between ISIS and GODFLESH? Didn't 
you do a GODFLESH cover ? 


Yes, we did a GODFLESH cover (street cleaner) that was 
originally on the split 7” with PIG DESTROYER that came out 
on RELAPSE, and also on a very limited CD and 12” that we 
did. There’s also another connection: We got to know Justin 
Broadrick after a while and NEUROT recordings did an EP for 
us. They hooked us up with Justin and he did a remix for that 
EP and that’s how we got to know him. Ever since then I’ve 
been corresponding with him and he turned out to be a good 
friend and very supportive to our band, which is awesome, 
because at least three ISIS members are huge GODFLESH fans 
and GODFLESH is definitely an influence for the band’s music, 
so to be able to work with someone like Justin is one of the 
reasons we're doing what we do now. It’s very gratifying, we 
were all psyched to know Justin. We love the remix he did for 
us and he’s going to do another remix for us. | feel like he’s one 
of those people we'll know for a long time and continue to work 
with in one way or another. 


You spoke about the EP on “Neurot” recordings. 
Was that release some kind of a “fuck off” to the 
NEUROSIS tag you had to fight against since the 
beginning? 


Well, maybe in a certain way... You know, NEUROSIS, and the 
people involved in that band are part of the reason we started 
out and play the music we play in the first place. They’ve 
been a big inspiration on ISIS, not only musically seen, but 
also because they just did what they wanted and they were 
not bound by genre barriers and musical rules. In that way, 
NEUROSIS was a role model for us as a young band, they 
were stretching the boundaries of what they were doing and 
therefore they were very inspirational for us. At first it bothered 
us that we were put on the NEUROSIS tag constantly, but after 
a while we got over it and realized that people were going to say 
whatever they wanted to say and that it is just easy for people 
to tag a band that plays heavy music and uses electronics as a 
NEUROSIS clone because they don’t have a frame of reference 
for anything beyond that. But as far as doing a record with 
them, we did sort of feel like it validated our existence. We were 
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able to say that “we are influenced by them, but they like what 
we do and are supporting us and they feel like what we’re doing 
is creatively valid”.. So yeah, “fuck off” to all the people who 
think that we are just a rip off or a clone or whatever. 


But now it seems that “Ipecac” has given you a new 
tag, being MOGWAI. What about that? 


Again, that’s another fucking thing that | may have said to 
someone at some point. | think somebody asked me before 
“Oceanic” was out, what it was sounding like, and | think that | 
mentioned MOGWAI as a reference amongst a bunch of other 
bands, and it just snowballed from there. | mean, if you listen 
to our albums, it doesn’t sound like MOGWAI. There might 
be influences and maybe there are elements that we have in 
common and we certainly like them as a band, but | wouldn’t 
say that ISIS sounds like MOGWAI. Again, that’s just another 
easy way for people to label the band. Every band has to deal 
with that, and if people want to compare us with MOGWAI, 
that’s fine. But people who really listen to our music will see 
that we have our influences and that we’re not afraid to show 
that, but they’ll also see that we have our own personality. 


| noticed that your lyrics seem to get shorter with 
every album. Less is more? 


I’ve never been really totally focused on vocals. My first and 
primary focus has always been the music and playing guitar. 
To me, the music is more important than the lyrics. It’s not 
that lyrics don’t matter and that | don’t spend much time 
thinking about the content, but | don’t feel that my vocals 
are an exceptional strong part of the band. | don’t think they 
are terrible, | just think they’re good to do what they do and | 
don’t think they’re good enough to be a more of a focus in the 
band. Basically, they’re just added when | feel there needs to 
be an extra dynamic or when | have something valid to say. 
You know, | write a lot for each record, and | always select 
what | think is the best out of it, so maybe I’ve become a bit 
more selective over time. | also feel that our music has got 
better overtime and that there is less of a need to fill up space 
with vocals, and that our music is strong enough to maintain 
people’s interest. | don’t know if we will ever become totally 
instrumental, and | feel like the lyrics illustrate what our records 
are about and | like to write and sing, but | don’t feel the need to 
fill up every inch with my voice. 


Where do you see yourself, both with “Hydra Head” 
and ISIS, in “putting Boston back on the map”?? 


I’ve never felt a strong attachment to Boston, | always felt 
that neither “Hydra Head” nor ISIS were representatives of 
the Boston scene. | feel like Boston does have a lot of good 
music and | feel like we've been lucky to have a scene that’s 
as helpful as this one is but | don’t know how important we are 
in the grand scheme of things. | mean, there are four/five other 
labels in the same building that we have our office in. | think 
we're a small part of what goes on and I’m happy that Boston 
treated us as well as it has, but we never felt deeply attached 


to Boston, and we’re actually moving both the band and the 
label away from here this year, so that would be the end of 
that | suppose. 


lf hardcore kids think of Boston, they mostly think 
of bands like SSD or JERRY’S KIDS in the 80ies, 
or newer generation hardcore bands like RIGHT 
BRIGADE or AMERICAN NIGTMARE. Can you tell 
what’s going on in the area? Is there a scene for 
bands like ISIS and other HH alike music? 


As far as we’re concerned, we've always done better in other 
places, like we have better shows in Montreal or Quebec or NYC 
than we do in Boston. More people come to see us and there 
is a larger scene for that type of stuff. But Boston isn’t limited 
to bands as DYS or SSD or newer generation oldschool bands, 
there’s so much else going on in Boston. For instance, there’s 
a huge underground hiphop scene in Boston and there’s a lot of 
experimental avant-garde kinda stuff going on too. There is a scene 
for all styles that are played and some scenes are just bigger than 
others. I’ve never felt that what we do is in competition with other 
scenes or bands in the area, and to be honest, as time goes on and 
the more we play, the less we play with bands of our style. If we 
play in Boston, we like to play with all different bands. The last time 
we toured, we toured with the hiphop group DALEK and when we 
tour Europe this spring, we'll bring a Boston band called 27 who are 
really good, but again, are very different from what we do. We don't 
want to stick to one scene or one style, we just want to play shows 
with other bands that we consider to make good music. 


What do you expect of the Europe tour? It’s the first 
euro tour, right? 


| don’t have any real expectations for the tour. I’ve heard from a 
lot of people that they were psyched that we were coming over 
and the people that are booking the tour have been getting real 
good responses from promoters who set up the shows and it 
seems that people over there are excited that we are coming 
over. But like | said, | don’t have any expectations. | hope it 
will be a great time, but there’s always a chance that it might 
not. However, | know there are certain places that are going to 
be good no matter what and |’m just looking forward to going 
over there and to seeing what it is like. We also look forward 
to all kinda different bands, from hardcore/metalcore, to more 
experimental and heavy metal, we're taking 27 for 3 % weeks, 
who play some sort of melancholic indie pop. | just hope people 
will come and check us and the other bands out. 


You’re playing with SUNN and THE THRONES in 
Belgium. How do you feel about that? 


Yeah, I’m really looking forward to that. Those bands are more 
in the. same style as we are, but they are good friends of ours 
and that’s gonna be a good show. 


That was my last question, | guess I’ll see you in April 
in Belgium, right? 
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Sunday, 22nd of December, 2002 Joe Strummer front Sim 


man singer of the biggest punk band THE CLASH died 


from a heart attack. Where were you on that day? | 
was visiting London on that very day! Coincidence or @ 


not? Looking for the newest hype, the rarest records, 


is a crazy town, always crowded. Everywhere you 
go there’s something to do. The newest hype should 
be Old Street, check it out. 
places give a reflection of the ‘77 spirit. 


Road: with the first Rough Trade office on Kensington 
Park Road. Rough Trade distributed the first English 


punk bands over the ocean. Carnaby Street where 
Malcom Mc Larren had his first shop. Brixton Road, 
Market: the race riots, called the Brixton Riots. The 
legendary Brixton Academy where “Turning Rebellion 
Into Money” was recorded, the live CONFLICT record. 
Brixton is also the place where a lot of musicians are 
living and working on their newest product. 


England has always been a provider of good music and 
bands. A pioneer in all types, styles and trends. There are 
different reasons for this. They’re isolated as an island and 
the underground music scenes are separated from the rest 
of the world. That gives them the attraction and the space 
to create new forms of music in general: “we are English, 
SO fuck off”. You only have to think of that OASIS dude to 
know what | mean. Aggression is not only a punk-thing. 
On the other hand, there is the protection of the market. 
The U.K. doesn’t take part in the Euro, they still have their 
* Pound. Cars are still driving on the very wrong side of the 
road. No other industry protects their market as strong as 
the British music industry does. It’s very hard to bring your 
music into Britain if you’re not from the UK. THE BEATLES, 
ROLLING STONES, SPICE GIRLS, even THE CLASH, ... 
they all suck big time when it comes to this! Our own 
SOULWAX (a band from the Bullet Magazine city: Gent) 
moved to London, ‘cause they had a little success in the 
U.K. Anarchy in the U.K. is a big joke, speaking of British 
music. On the underground music level London is dedicated 
to Drum ‘n ‘Bass the last decennia. In 1994 it was the 
dopiest style. Though you had to search for jungle (original 
name of Drum ’n ’bass) in 1994. Now, 9 years later a lot of 
Clubs are into that style. So DJ’s and musicians are looking 
in London for new frontiers. They reinvent or mix styles. 
What will be the newest hype or trend in London? Two-step 
’ has never reached the highest level; some people are talking 
about the newest electro wave. That’s what makes some 
music styles so interesting. When | see a lot of punk bands 
doing the same thing over and over again, it gives me the 
creeps. They are not making a new style out of the other 
bands; they only steal the riffs and the attitude. In the worst 
case they steal the same lyrical topics. It must be hard to 
fake a style and attitude the way some so called punks do. 
First of all you have to know what that music style and its 
words mean before you can copy.... A famous hip hopper 
Called it: “stay true to the gang”. 
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| already did! Some | 
Portobello ™ 


The -feaning of punk-rock-hardcore is so wide bigahiere | is: 
“gpitieimies | little space left for a meanirig at all. Youngsters 
doing a modern way of Christmas shopping. London retett lib Ofily on their own small world. That’s normal, 
: they have hothing else to compare to. Rebellion against the 
". majorities. Though what's happéning with the new wave of 


kids? Those “1000 Dollar Suit” kids? They see it only as. 


a fashion Style that’reflects’ on something. The meaning 
of.that “something” doesn’t matter. Okay, the society has 
changed. We don’t live in-the seventies anymore. Most 
of the punks in the early days had no direction: no money, 
no edugation, not so rich parents, so they where happy to 
organise the gigs on their own. The kids in the eighties 
were,a, IQ smarter. A lot of them went to school, they had 
so io sy, at least they tried to. Cause there was 


for the generation of punks, they don’t care at all. The 
only reason for that is: there is no reason... A Jot of them 
are higher middleclass, who ate able to buy the newest 
fashion. Or their parents do, so why should they cafe at 


all? That nihilism from the early days is still 


there, at least in an other context. | can’t stand 
that nihilism some kids believe in. Those skateboarding 
nitwits who have no clue what they are living for. As long 
as it looks American, it’s okay. Well let-me tell you one 
thing: America ain’t okay. The meaning of no meaning 
sucks big time speaking about the USA. | hope you have 
seen the movie “Dog Town and Z-boys” ... that skate hype 
also had a beginning. Those skaters had the same struggle 
as the punks in London. Neglected boys in a big town. 
It happened also in a small group. | think punk is made 
for small venues, it has nothing to do with big stadium 
concerts. 


Malcom McLaren brought the punk-look to London in 


BY PETER PUYPE (LAVIEESTBELLEOO7 @WOTMAIL COM) 


JOE STRUMMER: 
In 1976 underground became mainstream. 
When .THE RAMONES and THE SEX PISTOLS 
spread the words. They proved the world that 
you don’t have to be able to play an instrument 
tobe in a band.* What you have got to say is 
important. The legend has it that after seeing 
the SEX PISTOLS’ support the 101ERS - Joe 
strummers first band- in West London - he was 


a bom sHangihg ‘above théir heads. Those bearing topies . Imoved to. form: The CLASH. THE VULTURES 


is theother band he was in before he formed 
THE ‘CLASH. Joe Strummer was the voice. 
of a generation at the end of the. seventies. . . 
While THE SEX PISTOLS where shocking the - 
nation, THE CLASH was the more considered, . 
musically.intelligent band. The band was a big : 
influence.for a lot of bands. THE CLASH had 
not only an influence on punk(rock) bands. 
THE MANIC STREET PREACHERS and MANO : 
NEGRA’- MANU.CHAO are examples of non- 
punk bands that showed the same spirit and 
attitude -at this time. |’m thinking: how: can’ « 
you set a nation on fire if you have no feeling 

of the street level, the bottom of the gion 
well they do! 


“White Riot” was the first CLASH single in 
1977. “All the power’s in the hands/of people 
rich enough to buy it”; the disaffection of 


1976. THE NEW YORK DOLLS, befriended by future class and race struggles in urban Britain gave 
SEX PISTOLS manager Malcolm McLaren, were the band a name. With songs like “Clash City 


outrageously dressed, and delighted in disgusting 
people by doing Nazi salutes and vomiting in front 
Bands like THE FUGS, the MC5 
and THE STOOGES all sowed the seeds, but the first 
group to take on the recognisable attitude and style 
were the NEW YORK DOLLS and TELEVISION, who 
both emerged from a small New York scene. The 


of photographers. 


Rockers” and “White Man in Hammersmith 
Palais”, rallying against unemployment and 
social inequality, they talked to a huge 
amount of people in the UK and touched the 
soul of similar ones. Next to their brutal and 
honest message there was great rock music. 
Their great music was their strongest tool. 


spirit was already in London. It only needed a name Without that music they would have never been 


and a look. A lot of English youngsters had no job. 
They were bored as hell. The no future spirit was 
real at that time. The golden sixties where gone, 
In every 


the British cities became ghost towns. 


able to conquer the world. THE CLASH was 
just reflecting the time in the words of Joe 
Strummer driven by the right attitude. That 
was the original message from punk: honest 


town you could feel the same aggression. The with the right attitude. Not bringing the words 


punks from that area had the freedom to express 
themselves in their own way. Originality was the 
key word for the first punks. They had no money 
Looking and 
searching for nice cheap outfits: old suits, army 


to buy the most expensive clothes. 


uniforms, nice colours, army boots... . 
about the outfits of today? 


as slogans, just yelling them with the right 
emotions. STRUMMER’s voice could project 
pathos and empathy together with MICK 
JONES’ consummate arranging and musical 
skills and PAUL SIMONON’s brooding good 


Thinking jooks and dive-bombing reggae bass, it made 


for a three-man front line of great power. 
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The: post-1978 history of THE CLASH is that of 

a superior rock group. “London Calling” and 

“Sandanista” are overlong experimenis shored 

© up by a string of streng singles: “The Cali Up”, 

"Know Your Rights”, and “This ts Radio Clash”. 

“Their Iast- album with Mick Jones, “Combat 

Rock”, is their most consistent later record, 

with the great singles “Should | Stay Or Should 

1 Go?” and “Rock the Casbah”. After Jones 

left, Strummer and Simonon kept if all going 

with 1985’s much-maligned "Cut t-The Crap”, a 

patchy but prescient fusion of punk with hip hop 
beats and sound effects. 


*'THE* 
CLASH 


Strummer. formed a new band, THE MESCALEROS, 
in the-late 1990s. In recent years, apart from 
THE “MESCALEROS, Strummer played with THE 
POGUES and featured in several films, including 
Alex Cox’s “Walker And Straight To Hell”, and Jim 
Jarmusch’s' 1989. “Mystery Train” and released a 
solo album in 1989. 


Oohg hell, what does this mean to you? THE 
PISTOLS offered their apologies to the Queen 
What does the CRASS song “White Punks On 
Hope” mean? THE CLASH, appeared to be the 
asocial realists, when in fact they were just a 
“bunch of misfits and pop obsessed who cared 
enough to look outside their own immediate 
concerns:-while stil! being interested in pop 
success. Well, such is the nature of the game, 
even for punks, for whom, all too often, success 
represented failure. 


Their spring 1977 tour was: the first dese punk 
pagkage to play the UK, and culminated in a 
cekndalods: triumphant appearance at Finsbury 
Park's Rainbow, Influenced, unlike the PISTOLS, 
by the RAMONES’ spring 1976 debut album, THE 
CLASH employed almost no pacing during their 


+ Born. John Graham Mellor in 1952, Strummer 
was: the son of a-diplomat and was given a 
middle-class: upbringing at boarding school 
} i Surrey before going to study art in London, 


early shows; they: hit the ground running and 
accelerated. Unti'1978, where.the “From Here 
To Eternity” album begins, their live sound was, in 
strict terms, terrible: accurate playing sacrificed 
“tothe intensity of the moment. But when all 
' these events were occurring in the crowd, WHO. 
CARED ABOUT NOTE-PERFECT RENDITIONS? 
The idea. was that punk rock was new, and THE 


A tot of this text is stolen from the BBC (Monday, 23. , 


December, 2002, “A Brief History Of Punk”, by jan Young 
and. “Strummer’s Lasting Culture Clash”, same day by Mr. 


Unknown) and alsb from The Guardian (“The Clash: The | 


Greatest Punk Band Of All Time?” Jon Savage laments the 


passing of passion in pop, Friday: September 24, 1999). 


PUNK IS DEAD 
te 


before deciding that it was a “lousy set up”. : fed right into sa 
early sheet-metal thunder ted rig ." / 
bes a Gh ter ond copay ten te te pretered overload mode, which does MM... yes that’s right, punk is dead it’s just another cheap 


signed a deal with: their record company that 
denied them huge profits. They wore this as 
a-badge of pride, claiming it ensured they still 
képt to: their: punk ideals. This is of course the 
never-ending’ discussion.’on what ‘punk really 
is:oF should ‘be.: Like. most ofthe bands they 
Signed: a: bad: major-contract...But they were 
-asetfee as: you are.to quit that bullshit and go 
further without. those: struggles. Oh no they 
didn't. “They. stood -up. against,. though ‘they 
tucked: themselves; =In- thé name of rock ‘n 
‘Tol? The: band: imploded -atter its: members 
drifted apart in. 1983. Strummer ted the. band 
F Until 1986; after sacking. Mick Jones.. The band 
released their last’ album, the poorly received 
‘Gut The: Crap”; the ‘same. year. THE CLASH 
-tuled the tate 70s‘and early 80s; having 13 UK 
ton 40 ‘hits, which made'them the firm fixtures 
on:the: music scene in tat time. By the time 
of thelf-first-album,.“The’Clash”, was released 
“in April: 1977, most of this: material had been 
junked ‘in. favour- of “social-issue songs like 
“White “Riot”. Tunes like “Protex Blue” and 
“Cheat” temain a \strofg: snapshot: of early 
punk: London,.with. the: thrashing. “What's: My 
Namie’ a-perfect : statement: of teen’ angst: 
“What the hell.is wrong with me?/I’m not who 


Fwant torbel 2 
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not translate into.a live album acceptable to 
today’s market. You had to be there to experience 


ion 
-" distortion.as an environment, an aural-simulation ~"* 


¥ bag 
. 


_ of chaos'where anything could happens = y 


When THE PISTOLS exploded in San Francisco, THE 
CLASH ‘remained as ‘the punk flag-bearers. Punk 
collapsed under the weight of its own contradictions! 
A rock-band signéd by a multinational, refusing to 
appear at Top of the Pops, making their own rules and 
autonomy. Just some kids with social and’ personal 


emotions-were living an inner London lifestyle. Theif # 
hype became a real culture. A self-mythologizing *’ 


tendency filled the second album, “Give ‘Em Enough 


Rope”. You could.feel this already in the song “Clash. 


City Rockers”, from their first record. Half the second 


record convincingly broadened their sound, while the - 


other:is a muddled; maudlin morass. THE CLASH had 


begun. writing for their perceived subculture, which is 


always. a. bad idea in rock. THE CLASH attempted 


-d. fuller, more American rock sound at the samé 


time as they. wrote about their mates, their hooligan 
escapades, and their own position in the scheme of 
things. Tempos-were down, timings were up, the 


brakes had been. applied. Worst of all, the record 


reflected a growing obsession with military and male 
bondjng, which just seemed like old information. 


Ao, product for the consumers head bubblegum rock on 
blagtic transistors schoolboy sedition backed by big time 
promoters cbs prométe the clash ain't for revolution, it’s 
jst for cash. punk became a fashion just like hippy used 


to be ain’t got a thing to do with you or me movements 


are systems aq 


systems kill movements are expressions 


_of the public wil'punk became a movement cos we all felt 
lost leaders sold out and now we all pay the cost punk 


narcissism was.a social napalm:steve jones startec 
Ci ange 
»sucked trom the system that had given him his nan 
weh:| m.tired of staring through shit stained alass tired | 
“01 Stacthg up a superstars arge Tye got an arse and cra 


teal harm preaching revolution, anarchy and 


“ 


anda name i’m just waiting 


why do you smarm? patti 
_ write with your hand but it’s 'rimbaud’s arm 


do i need a business man to promote my 
resist the carrots that fame-an¢fortine. 4: 
velvet zippies in their bondage-gear the s¢ 
safetypins in thetr ear i watch and undersi 
mean a thing.the scorpions might attack. 


: fgr My fifteen minutes fame 
Steven jones, you're napalag.if you're so pretty vacant 
Smith, you're napaim 


yes, i, do i want:tg-burn? is Fiere something i can tear 


doing 


stole the sting punk is dead. punk is dead. punk is 


Tell us some more about the band and its members. 


Well, FACE TOMORROW is Jelle on vocals, Aart on guitar, 
Denis on bass, Sjoerd on drums and me, Marc, on guitar as 
well. We’re from Rotterdam, The Netherlands. And we just 
love making music. 


It seems that a lot of people are digging FT, the first 
two releases, a mcd and a cd, are already sold out 
and the “For Who You Are” record is selling very 
well. How can you explain this success? 


Just playing a lot | guess. We've played almost 200 shows 
over the last two years, so we have been able to reach a lot 
people that way. With the release of “For Who You Are” and all 
the shows, we have been getting quite some media attention, 
especially in the Netherlands, so that helps. And what it is 
people like in us? | don’t know ... What we try to do is to keep 
our music affordable for everyone, we hate to see CDs being 
sold for 20 euro or something, that’s bullshit when you know 
the actual production costs. Totally unnecessary, we hope to 
offer an alternative by keeping our prices as low as possible. 
Maybe that helps too.... 


What are you guys facing tomorrow? What does the 
near future bring for the band? 


Well, in February 2003 we’re going over to the U.K. to 
play a couple of shows with AFI, opening up in the London 
Astoria for instance. We're really looking forward to that. 
And in April we're doing a full European tour. After that we'll 
focus on writing a new album and recording it, while in the 
mean time playing as much as possible and we expect the 
new record to be released around November or something. 
Right now, we've just finished a video clip for the song 
“Worth The Wait” and we're trying to get that on TV. If you 
want to know what it looks like; visit our site to have a look: 
www.facetomorrow.net 


FT used to be a more typical old school hardcore 
band. What made you change your style? 


It wasn’t a real change | guess, more a Sort of development. 
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We started out in 1997 as a MOUTHPIECE/CHAIN OF 
STRENGTH kind of band, but over the years the music 
Started getting more melodic and with much more place 
for our own feelings, emotions etc. When our current singer 
Jelle joined the band we had the opportunity to take that to 
a next step. In the current line-up we've been together since 
the late summer of 2000 and | think even since then our 
music kept on developing week by week, month by month. 
It was just a process in which we found a way to make our 
own music in stead of just copying someone else’s. 


How does a FT rehearsal look like? 


Well, since we play live pretty often, we stop practising the 
songs we play as soon as we start playing them live. Mainly 
to keep the songs as spontaneous and sincere as possible 
and second of all because, well, it’s not really necessary. 
We use the time in the rehearsal room mainly to write new 
songs. We have a number of songs we’ve never played live 
so far and we’re working on making them perfect. Most of 
the time we're just trying to come up with new stuff. So we 
jam a lot, just starting with a riff or a feeling or emotion or 
whatever and just making music. After a lot of jamming and 
trying we start putting all these riffs, parts and feelings into 
a song structure and we spend a lot of time on getting the 
dynamics, the breaks, the melodies just like we want them. 
So most of the time when working on a new song it takes 
about two or three months before we really finished it. 


I’ve read you care a lot about D.I.Y.. Where is 
your limit? | mean, it’s pretty realistic to think that 
you'll get offers from mainstream labels, since 
you play very acceptable music. How are you 
going to handle that? 


Maybe the mainstream labels are interested in us, but we’re 
not really interested in them. There’s almost no boundaries 
to what you can do yourself. We definitely have goals and 
dreams, but we want to reach those our way. Without making 
any concessions, just doing what we do, the way we want it. 
We're willing to work with anybody who respects that. We're 
really happy with “Reflections” records, the label that released 


FACE TOMORROW is one of the fastest growing 
bands in Europe at the moment. They have 
been playing lots of shows in Belgium and The 
Netherlands the past year and released their debut 
full length in 2002 on the Dutch “Reflections” 
record label. We at the Bullet HQ thought that 

we should give them another push in the back by 
interviewing them for this issue. Questions by Jonas 


and answered by Marc, check it out ... 


‘’For Who You Are”. They helped us out so much and they're 
the living prove that integrity, DIY, professionalism and love 
for music can go hand in hand. 


What are the biggest inspirations for the band? 


| think FACE TOMORROW itself is our biggest inspiration. We 
just do what we do and try to focus on that instead of looking 
at other bands for inspiration. I’m sure everything we listen 
to has a sort of influence. And that ranges from hardcore tot 
indie to pop to metal to jazz to rock. | just don’t think it’s that 
apparent... (to us) 


Which bands do you love/hate to get compared too? 


Well, to be honest, | don’t really care a lot about the 
comparisons. It’s funny and interesting to see what people hear 
in our music, but the biggest compliments are the reviews that 
don’t need to compare us to others... 


You’re playing the European hardcore party this 
spring. You’re the only more melodic band between 
a shitload of beat-down styled and more aggressive 
bands. What do you think about that? 


It's awesome, it’s a dream come true, playing one of, if not 
the, biggest hardcore festivals in Europe. It’s also a nice thing 
to know that although our music is far from typical hardcore, 
we’re still very much part of that scene. On the other hand it’s 
also a real challenge: we've played with all kinds of way more 
aggressive sounding bands and we just try to be just as hard, 
or even harder, but in a whole different way. 


I’ve seen you guys cover REFUSED’s “Rather Be 
Dead” a couple of times. Why did you choose to do 
that specific song from that band? 


First of all, because it fucking rocks, hehe... Furthermore we 
wanted to try to turn some people on to a great band. We 
chose an earlier song of theirs which maybe is a pretty straight 
forward one. If you listen carefully however you will notice it’s 
very much some sort of blueprint for songs like “New Noise” 
and their other and better known later work from “The Shape 


KINGPIN stands for two things. It’s one crazy dog, but it also is one of the most promising bands to 
come out of the H8000 area these days. Consisting of current and former members of CONGRESS, LIAR, 
SPINELESS, SPIRIT OF YOUTH and RISE AND FALL, these motherfuckers bring us some heavy hardcore 

in the vein of the CRO-MAGS. They released a 10”/CD “Bad Habits Die Hard” on “Sobermind” (vinyl on 
“Reality”) Res. Enough reasons to have a little chat with the boys. Mister Fi kindly obliged to answer the 


questions that bulleteers Piek & Ivo eagerly asked him. Let’s go ... 


The band name, “all hail to the KINGPIN” what’s the 
story behind it? 


Well, we had that name in our heads from the moment we 
started jamming together. At Sundays it was a bit boring that 
period (there were no kids or girlfriends) so every Sunday 
we went bowling and for the joke we called us Kingpin Crew. 
Beside that “All Hail To The Kingpin” is a LEEWAY song and 
on top of that | was a big Spiderman fan. And no, we can’t 
change the name cause my dog is named after the band. 


The fact that you all play(ed) in other bands, do 
you see that as an advantage for KINGPIN, or as a 
disadvantage? 


Bwoa, I’m a bit of a workaholic so for me it’s no problem. | 
play in 3 bands for the moment. | just like playing music. But 
like for Josh, it’s a bit hectic sometimes. Of course, his family 
gets first priority. The fact that 3 of us are in CONGRESS also 
is a bit of a break. People are expecting CONGRESS-songs 
but the songwriters of the bands are different guys. For 
KINGPIN it’s mostly Vince and me where for CONGRESS 
it’s mostly Josh. 


Some time ago you released your debut album, 
how’s it getting picked up? Already received 
reactions from abroad? 


| guess it’s selling well. The music is not so popular but we 
can’t complain. Especially in the Netherlands we got some 
good reviews. Mostly the older hardcore guys like our music. 
We got some good critics on the layout of the 10” as well. 


“Music Is Life, Life ls Music”. What do you think of 
that statement and can you name 4 CD’s that have 
changed your own life/view on things. 

There are other things in life than music. Music is just one 
aspect of my life. The most important thing is friendship. 
Certainly within’ KINGPIN. We’re all good friends. 4 records 
that changed my life, euhm, a tough one... 

CRO MAGS: “Alpha Omega” my first hardcore CD. A friend 
advised me this CD and since that time | was a fan of this 
band. Raw and honest street music. Best band ever! All CRO 
MAGS albums are so good. 

DRI: “Trash Zone”, I’ve got it on tape. Perhaps not the 
best DRI album but it still is a good one. First hardcore tape 
ever. That guitar sound and speed wow! 

CONGRESS “Euridium”, maybe the record that made the 
h8000 scene. For many kids over here the beginning of their 
‘scene life’. 

URBANUS live: crazy or as we say “hilarious!” 


Mainstream music companies are picking up some 
underground bands. You’re a long-time scene kid; 
you know the pro/contras of a major label. Would 
you sign? 


lf the conditions would be good, yes | would sign a major. 
But the problem is that you lose the control over your band. 
If | could earn a lot of money with it, it would be no problem 
to me. But of course the underground needs small labels too, 
it’s an essential part of our scene. Without the small labels 
it’s finished. 
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HARDCORE IS DEAD. A statement we often hear, 
mostly from kids who don’t give a damn about the 
2000 era HC and who keep on listening to the old 
bands (CRO MAGS, JUDGE ...). What’s your view 
on today’s hardcore? 


There are a lot of good bands. Even in Belgium. We 
played in “Hobnob” a few weeks ago and the European 
bands were better then LOVED AND HATED or even NO 
WARNING, an amazing band. We have DEAD STOP, NO 
DENIAL, BETWEEN THE LINES, DIE MY DEMON, THE 
DEAL, SEVERANCE, CIRCLE, ... and so much other good 
shit. That's also 2000 era Hardcore. It’s easy to complain 
you know, and if you aren’t interested anymore, get out. 
The old bands are our fundamentals, CRO MAGS, JUDGE, 
YOUTH OF TODAY and such, but | don’t want to be like an 
old hardrocker. You know, the guys with small pants, long 
hair, “Aldi” baskets and a big moustache, drinking cheap 
beer and dreaming about past times. It is now that we’re 
living and we have got to move on. 


Can you tell us some more about the kind of pessimistic 
“Above This World” lyric? With a sentence like “There 
comes a time you lose all trust in life” it sounds as if 
the KINGPIN is depressed, hahaha. 


Josh is the man of the lyrics, but | guess it’s his love for new 
wave and dark metal that made him write these dark lyrics, 
hahaha. | don’t know, | think everybody has those feelings from 
time to time. For Josh, music is the only outlet at the moment. 
He puts so much frustration in the songs that it sometimes 
scares me. 


Do you already have any (new) plans concerning 
recording/touring? 


We want to record a full length this summer. We’re very busy 
writing new stuff. Next week we're going to hit the studio for 
a new song on a compilation for “Crucial Response” records. 
We're also looking for a label to bring out the new full-length and 
right now we're talking to Peter C.R. 


At the moment, what are KINGPIN’s first priorities? 


Making new songs and playing good shows. Also the project 
with Bjorn and Pit from THE DEAL called RISE AND FALL is 
taking some time. AK, ex-VITALITY and Vince, our drummer, are 
also involved in it. We recently recorded a demo. 


All of you have been in the scene for some time now, 
what’s your current opinion on the Belgian Hardcore 
Scene, and H8000 in particular? 


Maybe it’s not as good as it used to be, but | don’t care. Good 
times, bad times, right? I’m a survivor. | was there during the 
8000 scene. A small scene with 50 or 60 people. So no, we 
don’t have any reason to complain. It’s a bit divided, that’s all. 
Everybody is always complaining. Take the show with the h8000 
JUKEBOX BAND and so: it was this or that and the room was too 
small, the sound was bad, ... blablabla. People should be happy 
that someone sets up these things. Be happy that people want to 
do shows. Instead of complaining, do it your-fucking-self. 


On the 29th of January, after an absence of nearly 
four years on the European continent, California based 
TEN FOOT POLE played an overwhelming show at the 
“Lintfabriek”. Their performance took away every bit 
of doubt on the band’s enthusiasm, their live skills 
and especially their impressive set list, that seemed 
to carry nothing but hits. Right before he hit the stage 
Stefaan had a nice conversation with TFP’s main man 
Dennis Jagard about the band and their new album 
“Bad Mother Trucker”, about three decades of punk 
and the health & politics of a 34 year old punk rocker. 


Hey Dennis, how are you doing? 


Not so bad. | just have some troubles with my back. After 
this tour | have a date to get an MRI (Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging, SP) and have a surgeon looking at it. I've had these 
back problems for four years now. | don’t know what it’s from. 
| did judo and wrestling and I’ve had motorcycle crashes. I’m 
jumping up and down on stages and once in a while my back 
just really hurts. 


Take a rest for a while. 


What's rest? This is a life, you gotta live it! Sometimes | 
lay around and read books for a while but then | want to go 
motorcycle again or snowboard. That hurts too, especially if | 
hit bumps. | can’t go off jumps, ‘cause when | land it just hurts 
too much. | prefer carving down the hill. 


You spent the past days in the U.K. What was that 
like? 


The U.K. was great. We haven't been on tour in Europe for a 
couple of years now, so | didn’t know how it would be, whether 
anyone would show up. But the kids were really nice and we 
had a really good time. But! think there are more kids tonight, 
it’s sold out. 


Tonight you’re playing with 5 DAYS OFF and 
VENEREA. Do you know any other European bands? 


Oh yeah! We've played with a lot of bands over the years 
and earlier tonight a guy made us review five different Belgian 
bands, and they’re fucking amazing, like good musicianship, 
good ideas. One of my favourite European bands of all times 
is NO FUN AT ALL. 


They split up. 


Of course, all great bands do. Same with REFUSED, they are 
really one of my favourite bands of all times. MILLENCOLIN 
is great, all these Swedish bands are superb. SNUFF, WIZO, 
... there are so many bands | forget. Unfortunately they’re 
not that known in the States. REFUSED a little bit, NO FUN AT 
ALL a little bit. MILLENCOLIN is pretty popular. Not many 
people know about NO FUN AT ALL, but they should, it’s like 
the greatest band ever, like ACDC or BLACK SABBATH. 
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Like you’ve said you’ve already done quite some 
tours. Tonight is sold out, like nothing can go wrong. 
Is there still a challenge when you go on stage? 


Oh yeah, lots of things can go wrong. The power could blow up, 
we could perform badly, be embarrassed, slip on the floor and fall 
down, the sound could be fucked up. We've had shows where 400 
people showed up and then the power went down. There’s nothing 
we can do and the show gets cancelled. One time a show in Poland 
got cancelled because someone drove a truck into the power lines 
and the whole city had no power. | mean, there’s always pressure, 
you cannot take it for granted that everything will go ok. Therefore 
we're always grateful when it’s a good show. 


You've been touring a lot, you’ve sold thousands and 
thousands of albums. Is the sky the limit or are you 
happy with your current status? 


Well yeah. It’s great when people like your songs and the more 
people do so the better. We're not huge you know, especially 
not in the U.S. This show happens to be sold out, but that’s 
not the general rule. It would be great if it was, so certainly we 
would like to do better. For me the challenge is: you can always 
write better songs so I’m excited about the new band members, 
with different talents. I’m excited to get together with them after 
this tour and write a new album. |’'m really looking forward to 
getting home and writing new music. 


Over here in Europe punk rock seems to increase 
its popularity on the mainstream level. Bands have 
their hits on radio and tv and get really big without 
actually playing a convincing show or being quoted 
on a full album. 


It’s the same in the States, but there’s a big difference between 
a band that’s always on the radio and a band like us that no 
one really knows. It’s a whole different thing, like underground 
versus ‘on the radio’. If the question is if we’d be sad if 
someone played TEN FOOT POLE on the radio, the answer is 
no. We’re not politically against it, but we’re not gonna change 
what we do to become huge and sign a contract with Satan. 
On the other hand, if people start playing our songs on the 
radio and we get bigger and we get more options to play other 
shows, to do different things. That would be great. Then we 
can actually pay our rent! Cool. 


Your new album came out a couple a months ago. 
There are new members. Would this perhaps be a 
new phase in the life of the band TEN FOOT POLE or 
is everything still pretty much the same? 


Well, I’ve been in the same band for about 20 years and before 
it was TEN FOOT POLE it was called SCARED STRAIGHT and 
we basically just keep doing it. If we have to make small 
changes to make people happy then we do, and to me it’s 
most important that the band should be fun since we don't 
make, at least so far, any money playing music. We make a 
little bit when we tour but if we just stayed home and worked at 
MacDonald’s, we’d make more money. 


Probably, but Mc Donald’s sucks and playing in a 
band doesn’t, no matter how much time you put in it. 


Yeah, well it’s a sad fact, but if you take all the hours I’ve put in 
this band, and I’d make minimum wage, I’d be fucking rich right 
now. | guess the point is: you have to love it. If you don’t love 
doing this, you shouldn’t be doing it. So if different people in 
the band weren’t happy then it’s good that they moved on and 
bring someone else in. It still is TEN FOOT POLE and we're still 
writing the same style of music and playing the old songs. 


It doesn’t bother you that you’re the only member 
from the original line-up? 


No, | think the other guys who were in the original line-up had 
good reasons to do something different, for a lot of different 
reasons. |’m glad of all the people that have helped making 
TEN FOOT POLE what it is and !’m really glad the people who 
are now in it have a lot of enthusiasm and they’re excited to be 
here. | love the band right now and we’re all having a great time 
on tour right now and that’s the way it should be. 


You don’t agree with people saying TEN FOOT POLE 
is a band around Dennis? 


No, | don’t. Today TEN FOOT POLE is Dennis and Kevin and 
Mike and Eric. And if someone gets unhappy and they’re not 
happy being here there will be someone else who'll come in. 
It'll still be TEN FOOT POLE. 


Is “Bad Mother Trucker” the best album according 
to you? 


| like it the best. | can listen to the whole thing from start to 
finish and I’m proud of it, but it might be just because it’s new 
to me that it’s my favourite. But | do think there are some of 
the guitar parts, melodies |’m really proud of. | think the other 
albums have some really good songs that I’m happy with; I’m 
proud of the song “Old Man”, I’m proud of the song “John”, but 
overall, from start to finish, “Bad Mother Trucker” is fun for me 
to listen to right now. 


Last night | was listening to it on my walkman and 
what struck me was the excellent job of the guitar 
section, like you've been putting a lot of time and 
energy in that aspect. 


Yes, |’m glad you mention this. It’s also because of Kevin who 
has this ‘Philadelphia’ style, like putting little guitar thingies in 
the background; he wrote a lot of guitar parts on this album and 
yeah, | agree with you there are some interesting parts. Some 
of them you can’t even hear in the mix but it’s all here live and it 
probably sounds more interesting than on the album, because 
sometimes an album gets mixed during a rush and things don’t 
turn out the way you wanted them to. 


Back then, TEN FOOT POLE had been invited to record 


the “Rev” album for “Epitaph” records and released 
two more records on that same label. What’s the 


30 


DE r-oite 


\ S-. 
7 ee se 


PASSE 
HUW 


ral 


main reason for leaving them, besides the fact that 
your contract expired? 


We do not know why “Epitaph” chose not to resign us. That’s 
something you'll have to ask them. We are grateful for all the 
years we were with “Epitaph” and all the opportunities we 
had with them. Of course we felt a little bit rejected ‘cause 
they decided not to do it. Like one minute they were trying 
to get us to sign a contract and the next minute they were like 
“ah no, we don’t want to do it”. So we were a little bit hurt, 
‘cause we always tried to work hard for them and be good. 
But ultimately it’s Brett’s record label, it’s his decision and he 
can do whatever he wants, it’s his label. We were really excited 
to get on “Victory” records because they really support the 
band, they’re excited about the music, they take a lot of pride 
in what they do. They have this motto “We are the best! Victory 
Records.” So if something goes wrong, | call them up and go 
“Come on, you guys are the best! Figure out a way to solve this 
problem!” That's cool. 


| assume this band is of great importance to you. 
What do you do besides it and can you make a living 
out of it? 


No. Not right now. I’m a sound engineer and | sometimes 
even go on tour with jazz bands or orchestras and | do sounds 
for venues in Los Angeles and even for corporate gigs if | have 
to. Like | did for Disney’s Corporate meetings. | have to pay 
the rent and | have to take care of my personal business. The 
band is one of the most important things in my life for sure 
and everything, like where | live, everything revolves around the 
band. Here |’m touring, when I’m not touring, then !’ll work or 
try to ride motorcycles and go snowboarding and do whatever 
| can, but it’s all around the band. 


Punk rock is going into its third decade. TEN FOOT 
POLE its second. Do American kids hang on to this 
subculture or do they adapt what society considers 
as : “normal” life and turn their backs on punk 
rock? 


It’s hard for us to say what kids do over time. One thing 
that was really interesting to me on this tour was, I’ve asked 
a couple of times, who saw us the last time we were here, 
which was four years ago. A lot of these shows, almost 
everywhere is a new crowd, which is exciting in a way 
because they’re all young people and they’re energetic and 
it's new to them. But it’s also strange that the people who 
were here four years ago didn’t come back. Like their lives 
changed that much that they don’t go to shows anymore, 
that they’re no more interested in coming out. Maybe 
they’re ravers or into hip-hop, EMINEM fans now. Or 
maybe they don’t like music at all, maybe they’re at home 
doing something different. Playing videogames, being 
computer experts ... . (laughter) 


The past year both Joe Strummer and Joey Ramone 


past away, both key players in early punk rock music. 
Whose death affected you the most? 
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Joe Strummer for sure. 
Why’s that? 


Well, | liked a few RAMONES songs, maybe eight or nine. | guess 
that’s a lot for a band, compared to how many songs they had. 
There’s like eight or nine songs that were great, like “Beat On 
The Brat”, “Sheena Is A Punk Rocker” and “Wanna Be A Good 
Boy”... . But still, to me THE CLASH were mind blowing: the 
percussion on it, the lyrics, the politics. Just amazing, really. 


You mentioned politics. Do you think punk rock 
should be a political movement? 


| cannot say what punk rock should be, because it means so 
many things to different people and | get bored if everything’s 
political. However | enjoy when a band that | like believes in 
similar philosophies as | do, even if they don’t sing about it in 
every song. |’m not gonna like a band that’s a fascist band, 
even if they have cool songs, I'll be like “o, those are cool 
songs, but | can’t really support it if | think they’re racists or 
sexists or something”. It’s great when a band like MINOR 
THREAT, FUGAZI, 7 SECONDS or THE CLASH have ideals that 
make me proud to support this band. 


And you have those same ideals? 


Yeah. | think so. In the past TEN FOOT POLE hasn’t been 
political because different band members had different opinions. 
So it has never really been about being overly political, but of 
course everyone has his own political background. 


That’s right. And people like Fat Mike don’t hesitate 
to share their opinion on for instance America’s 
current policy with others. Do you think American 
kids agree with Fat Mike or do they hang on to the 
Bush government and patriotism? 


| think there’s a mix. Most people avoid politics, most people 
don’t trust any government at all but also don’t want to spend 
their lives fighting it. So it’s a very small part of the population 
that’s really political, especially in California. | went to U.C. 
Berkeley just for the purpose of meeting other people who did 
care about politics and who wanted to fight it. Then | spent a few 
years being very involved in politics and | think the reason why 
people don’t do that is that they feel like powerless. And that’s 
why people are apathetic. We did a lot of work, I’ve put a lot of 
energy, I’ve put my heart into fighting these things. Sometimes 
you work for months and months and it all gets distilled into 10 
seconds on the news. (imitating an ironic reporter) “O, another 
demonstration in San Francisco, hahaha. These crazy people 
did this. Ha ha ha.” You put months into doing that, making 
this big demonstration and it’s just turned into nothing. Even 
if people know about it, it’s turned into a joke. (with same 
ironic voice) “All these people were protesting president Bush 
again, hahaha. Aren’t they crazy. They’re crazy leftists in San 
Francisco.” And it makes you like ... fuck it. | just went riding 
motorcycles and not worrying about politics for a while. | think 
most people that | know don’t trust the government and are 


extremely concerned about the imbeciles in government doing 
stupid things that cause more problems and violence. We don’t 
want to be the country that starts World War Three. We don’t 
want to be associated with it. 


Yeah, but you’re pretty close to it. 


Yeah, but what can we do about it? That’s part of the problem. 
We can go out and complain and saying “you’re a jerk”, but... 


Maybe trying to convince the kids. Making them 
aware of what a puddle American politics is these 
days. 


Yeah, but the kids are already convinced of that. Most of them 
are. What difference is it gonna make? | agree, and | want 
to do it, but ultimately ... The thing is, if we were really a 
challenge to the system, they would really put us down, ‘cause 
they have a lot of power. The press is manipulated in a way 
that we are really disadvantaged. And the left-wing has never 
been very good at organizing a strong resistance because most 
of the money and the interests are with business, and business 
is not gonna be left wing. 


Yeah, | get your point. Venerea’s playing their last 
song and you’re up next. What are you going to do 
after the show? 


Hang around at the club. Take a rest in my bunk in the bus. 
Listening to some softer music. | listen to a lot of different kinds 
of music. Usually | get burned out on fast music so when I’m 
resting | usually play slower music, like RADIOHEAD ... 


Cool! 


... or Sinead O'Connor or K’S CHOICE from Belgium. (laughter) 
But just because | need a break, my ears are tired from all the 
harsh stuff. Okay, could you please put a message to people 
to check out our website and sign up for our newsletter, in case 
the promoters don’t promote the shows, so that people know 
what we're doing and when we’re coming to Belgium the next 
time. (Check it out at www.tenfootpole.com, sp) 


These are your last words? 


Yeah, see you later. Hope to come back soon. We'll try not to 
wait for four years this time. 


Yep, that’s too long. Some people tend to forget 
about you. 


True. But! think the way the band is now made up, you know, 
there could be other tragedies (a couple of years ago TFP bass 
player Leigh Lawson suddenly passed away from an enlarged 
heart, sp) or things that we don’t expect, but we’re going to 
try to do the band a lot more consistent. As long as everything 
lines up well, we’ll be back here pretty soon. 


I’ll take note. Thanks a lot and good luck. 
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Featuring ex-NEWBO H CD out in May 2003 


Hungary’s new hardcore sensation featuring members of the almighty NEWBORN. Get ready for an intense musical experience 
not unsimilar to the killer-band mentioned above. BRIDGE TO SOLACE’s first full length effort is a refreshing take on melodic hardcore, pure and 
intense, exactly the way it should be played: nothing held back, creative, powerfull and unique. Record out in May 2003. 


OUT NOW: FEAR MY THOUGHTS “vitriol” LP 
(vinyl version finally available! Be quick and save your white wax!) 


STILL HOT: DARK DAY DUNGEON “know your enemy” CD 
(Mosh-Beast from Switzerland. ex-CATARACT, ex- PRAY SILENT) 


STILL HOT: SAVING THROW “we’re never on good terms...” CDep 
(Shai-Hulud, Poison the Well - styled melodic hardcore from Syracuse) 


www.letithurnrecords.com 


info@letithurnrecortds.com 
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“FIVE YEARS OF REFLECTIONS RECORDS with tracks from Count Me Out, Terror. ee Nightmare, ‘ 
Black Widows, The Control, Aversion, Shark Attack, Committed, I Defy, Sworn In, Breai , Face <— 
Tomorrow, Time In Malta, Reaching Forward, Good Clean Fun, Stretch Arm Strong, Siren™Razor Crusdée,” 
Better Than A Thousand, No Turning Back, The Red Chord, Striking Distance, Kill Your Idols. 
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REFLECTIONS RECORDS, Spoorwegstraat 117, 6828 AP Arnhem, The Netherlands 
gi ie E-mail: INFO@REFLECTIONSRECORDS.COM Website: WWW.REFLECTIONSRECORDS.COM 


FACE TOMORROW 


FOR WHO YOU ARE LP/CD 

12 perfectly structured songs with an almost hypnotizing atmos- 
phere. musically encompassing all the best from emo, hardcore, 
pop, rock, punk and metal, the unprecedented passionate vocals 
are impossible to escape from. 


THE RED CHORD 


FUSED TOGETHER IN REVOLVING DOORS 

Blending the best elements of grind, metal and hardcore into a 
hybrid of chaos and terror as not attempted before. The Red Chord 
will throw you, ears first, into the future of extreme music. 


COUNT ME OUT 


PERMANENT CD 

Traditional hardcore from Virginia, but in no way a 'rehash' band. 
A mix of melody as well as a little new school mosh thrown into 
ten amazing songs with enough anger to make this a milestone 

in modern hardcore. 


TERROR 


LOWEST OF THE LOW 10-INCH 

By far the most talked about new hardcore band. Ex-members from 
Carry On and Buried Alive team up for one of the most brutal and 
pissed off bands ever. Hardcore like they feel it should be done, and 
nothing else. The hype is true. This band is amazing. 
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BLACK WIDOWS 


STOPS A BEATING HEART 10-INCH 
Taking a strong influence from late 80’s DC hardcore such as 
ignition and Swiz, Black Widows forge a chaotic and seamless 
blend of straight forward hardcore, early punk rock and Drive Like 
Jehu-inspired math-rock. Get into it, this band fucking rocks! 


| DEFY 


THE FIRING LINE LP/CD 
The Firing Line is exactly that what could possibly be the best description 
for Hannover's | Defy new full length album. Fast, furious, hectic yet, full 

of emotions and great melodies. Hardcore in all its aspects!” 


STRIKING DISTANCE 


THE BLEEDING STARTS HERE 

Washington DC’s current best hardcore band, and these dudes are 
pissed off! This CD contains 17 songs from the early years of 
Striking Distance. The music is tight, rabid, angry and in your face. 


CIRCLE 


VAUDEVILLE LP/CD 

Most definitely Belgium's #1 underground indie band. Mixing the 
best from hardcore, punk, rock and emo into a unique '21st century 
rock 'n' roll’ sound, they've won the hearts of thousands. 


PN is a long going hardcore band from the Belgian Hageland area. Throughout their years of existence they were able to create quite a sound of their own. 


Their new CD came out on “Funtime” a few weeks ago and will be released on “Life Sentence” records later on in 2003. Tim and the Bullet crew thought it 


was about time to check what PN are all about. And you will find out if you read this interview that turned out to be quite interesting and inspiring ... 


First of all, fill us in on the band name “PN”? 


Well, PN is a shortened version of the band name we started 
with originally: PORTIE NOOTJES, a Dutch name that means 
something like ‘peanuts’. At the time we started the band, 
we wanted to do something more with our love for music (in 
general) and hardcore (in particular), besides going to shows, 
reading magazines and so on. We started playing together 
and some time later, we were invited to play our first show, 
so we needed a name. Just for fun, we picked this PORTIE 
NOOTJES thing. Before we knew, we had played a whole set 
of shows and we were stuck with that name. A name that was 
rather confusing, because we don’t use Dutch as a language in 
our songs and some people were associating our name with 
Folk music or Dutch rock. When our first CD was released, 
we decided to shorten the band name to PN. We could have 
chosen a whole new name, but there were already quite some 
people that knew us with the name PORTIE NOOTJES and we 
wanted to relate to the first years as a band, playing together, 
so we chose PN. 


Ten years down the road, more than six releases 
later, how do you feel about that period? 


It all passed by very natural. When we started as a band some 
ten years ago, | would never have expected that we would 
have been able to do the things we have achieved the past 
ten years. We recorded several CDs and EPs and we played 
up to 400 concerts. We did some short tours and we played 
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at festivals like “Pukkelpop”, “Dour”, “Rock Herk”, “Vort’n 
Vis” and many others. The thing I’m the most happy about 
however, is that we met a lot of great and inspiring people, 
seen a lot of places we would have never seen without the band 
and had the chance to express ourselves in a very natural and 
Creative way. We, as a band, have always been playing music 
because we felt so, because we wanted to express ourselves 
and because we wanted to have an outlet on both the musical 
and the lyrical side. We have always done the things the way 
we wanted them to and that’s not always the easiest way, but 
I’m glad we did. There are of course some things that could 
have been better or that could have turned out better, but that’s 
the way things go and when you learn from such situations, it 
only makes you stronger. Anyway, we've got the feeling we 
still haven't reached our peak, so | think we'll stick around for 
another ten years... 


What will be your peak then? What are PN’s further 
or higher ambitions? 


Well, there are some ambitions like becoming better musicians 
and better songwriters. Being able to meet new people and 
new places also is something we still wanna do. Widen our 
personal and more general horizon and music certainly is a 
perfect vehicle for it. As long as you're in love with what you’re 
doing and you got the feeling you're still growing as a person or 
a collective, it’s worth to go on with what you’re doing... 


Best/coolest things you have achieved in that decade 


of “passionate hardcore”? 

It’s not really possible to pick out one or two highlights, cause 
there have been so many nice moments. | personally would 
choose for moments like ‘being on tour’ or recording our 
albums. Of course there are those special ‘adrenaline’ moments 
like the concerts at the big festivals or the release of a new CD, 
but being on tour is kind of special. It’s like an adventure. You 
get in a bus with a bunch of soulmates/musicians and you drive 
from show to show. It’s amazing to see that-people in countries 
like Spain or the UK appreciate what you do. Every time again, 
it’s amazing to see how warm and appreciating the hardcore 
scene can be. That’s the cool thing about all these club shows: 
the great atmosphere, the relationship with the audience... 
When you talk about highlights on a musical level, | would say 
that we — as a band- have evolved to a sound of our own. A 
sound that is open and maybe not that easy to categorise, but 
that isn’t important. We’re still learning every day and we're still 
trying to do some new things, we’re still in love with learning 
about music and learning about our own possibilities. When 
you ask about achievements we’re the most proud of, then the 
conclusion is: a combination of some great experiences and the 
fact that we’re still growing (musically as well as lyrically)... 


Were you surprised of the reactions abroad, or did 
you kind of expect it? | can imagine going on tour 
must be a great experience. 


When we left to go play some shows in a country like Spain 
or the UK, there wasn’t’ anything we kind of expected. You 


know that some people are putting up shows for you and 
you hope they do it well and make enough publicity, but 
that’s about the only thing you know. You also know you 
sold a certain amount of CDs in this or that country, so 
you hope there are some people showing up. That certainly 
was the case in Spain. We played some shows in small 
clubs and they were all cosy and full. Spain got a lot of 
great bands and the overall feel | got over there, was that it 
was a mix of a whole bunch of sub-styles, like punkrock, 
hardcore, crust, old school... The people in Spain are very 
friendly as well. About the UK, it seems that some big cities 
over there have a great scene, but when you play some 
more provincial town, there’s hardly any hardcore kid. We 
played three shows over there; two of them were hardcore 
all-dayers with some great UK bands like i.e. STAMPING 
GROUND or KNUCKLEDUST. The other one was at a small 
club. The organiser was a very enthusiastic and supportive 
guy, but there were only like 25 people there. It was a great 
show anyway. We’re going back to the UK at the end of 
March 2003 to play some shows and we’re really looking 
forward to it. Now, being on the road with some good 
friends and being able to play shows in other countries 
than your native one is a fantastic experience anyhow. | 
can imagine though, if you’re stuck with each other for a 
few months in a small van, it can be a real pain in the ass. 
We always choose for short tour efforts that include one to 
three countries, because for us it’s the best way to do it... 


Would you do it otherwise if you had the chance? 


In general, | would say: ‘no’. There certainly are some things 
we would do different if we were able to do it all over again. 
Like choosing an appropriate name for the band or losing less 
time with certain things that aren’t worth losing time on... On 
the other hand, those things often help you to realise how 
things work and how they don't, so it’s not as if they are of no 
use. Most bands these days aren’t willing to follow the growing 
process anymore. They get together and start planning when 
they are going to release their debut album, on which label and 
how many copies they want to sell. That’s a funny thing to see, 
especially in the hardcore scene. The hardcore scene these 
days is full of bands like that. You would suppose that hardcore 
is about expression, and stimulating to think or communicate, 
but the overall feeling these days is : get together, rock hard, 
sell a lot of copies and try to get a contract with the biggest 
possible label. | wonder what the difference is with the average 
rock- or techno band.... None, | think... But hey, it’s always 
with ups and downs, so the good morals will be back in a few 
years, | guess... 


That’s true, but if you play in a hardcore band, you 
have certain ideals you strive for. You want to share 
them as much as possible with other people...so by 
selling records; by distributing your lyrics/ideals, 
you can talk about your ideals with other people, 
isn’t it? 


Well, that’s the thing you always hear when you talk about such 
things and | can appeal to it in a certain way. You can fight for 
your ideals and spread a message without using things that 
are connected with the destruction of the ideals you fight for. 
Fighting for ideals while using the enemy — who is indirectly or 
sometimes directly responsible for the destruction of the ideals 
you fight for - is rather contradictory. Anyway, like | said, if 
that’s the way you want to do it, no problem, it might work 
in some cases and if you chose for it, it’s your right to try it. 
The thing is that this sort of attitude creates an atmosphere of 
‘good-better-best’ bands and it turns the hardcore scene into 
a commercial and competition based collective. And that’s 
exactly the opposite of what | wanna associate ‘hardcore’ 
with ... 


You had the chance to play Belgium’s biggest 
alternative festival “Pukkelpop”. Didn’t you have too 
many nerves on the huge PP stage? Were you happy 
with the reactions? 


Well, it has been one of our most beautiful live experiences 
until now. It was the biggest stage we ever played and of 
course there was some adrenaline rush pumping through our 
bodies before the show. As soon as we entered the stage, 
we exploded. It was great to see that about 5000 people had 
showed up. There was a moving pit and the overall reaction 
of the crowd was fantastic. It couldn’t have been better for 
us. Together with the shows at “Rock Herk” or the concert 
in the “Garage” in London, it’s one of the highlights for me. 
Concerning the ‘bigger events’ that is. 
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You still like to play the club shows...? 


Of course, there’s no questioning about that. It’s fantastic to 
play club shows. Lots of contact with the people, a mostly 
great atmosphere and a positive vibe... Playing at festivals can 
also be lots of fun. It’s both fun to do and it’s fine that we have 
the chance to taste both... 


You released your new album “The Art Of Being 
We” a while ago. What’s the philosophy behind the 
album title? 


The title reflects on the fact that we are part of a hardcore scene 
that can and should be a counterculture, a counterculture 
that questions the standards and rules of everyday society, 
a counterculture that dares to question those things that 
are considered as normal or obligate in our everyday 
society. It should be a counterculture that is willing to state 
alternatives and that is willing to give a good example. With 
that counterculture, ‘we’ are an alternative for everything 
else. While communicating and spreading those alternative 
ideas and messages, we form a collective. It’s an art to be 
a collective of people that is willing to question, communicate 
and state alternatives in a positive and direct way, especially 
in a world that pushes you to conform and walk in line. The 
art of being ‘we’. That’s one of the meanings of the album 
title. Another thing is the fact that today’s society is focused 
on individualism and egocentrism. We live in a fast consuming 
world, with lots of work and lots of pressure and an accent on 
individual things. The feeling of a collective, of sharing things 
is kind of lost. We should learn to focus again on that general, 
that collective feeling. The feeling that ‘we’ are a group... 
These are two things we see as important in reflection to the CD 
title, but I’m sure that some people will see and feel something 
different when they read the title and that’s OK to us as well... 


How have the reactions been so far? 


The record has been out in some European countries for a few 
weeks now and the rest of Europe follows in January of 2003. 
So far, the reactions have been amazing. A lot of people were 
surprised by the songs, ‘cause we've matured once again and 
we did some things we never did before. For an overall reaction, 
we will have to wait a bit longer... 


“The Art Of Being We” is released on “Funtime” 
records. You still seem very satisfied with “Funtime”. 
Have you ever had the opportunity to sign for a bigger 
label? 


In the past, we were invited by various labels to start talking with 
them about an eventual deal. We even talked to some of them, 
but that’s it. Before we signed with “Funtime”, our records 
were released on “Midas”. Then “Funtime” records was started 
up by some people, including our singer. At that time, “Midas” 
was put on non-active and it seemed like a logical choice to 
sign with “Funtime”. The people that run the label are our best 
friends and they all work very hard. Since the very beginning, 
“Funtime” records has been growing very quickly and all the 
people involved do a great deal of work for the bands. They 
all know what the punkrock and hardcore scene stands for and 
they all got their heart at the right place. So when we got offers 
from other (some big) labels, we started talking with those 
people. After the talking, the negotiations stopped, because it 
didn’t seem right to us. We’re a completely independent band 
that got complete support from the label we’re on, so why 
would we go anywhere else? For the major budgets that are 
invested in a band, but have to be paid back to the label? For 
a stupid video clip on some mediocre TV channel (that once 
again has to be paid back to the label)? In order to be able 
to tour as (bought in) support act for some glossy US band 
instead of playing club tours for about 150-200 people every 
night? Because we want to be restyled to play music that fits 
into the marketing niches, used by the media? None of these 
things are relevant for us as a band. We can be as creative as 
we want, we can release CDs, we can play shows, we can tour 
and we've been broadcasted at some alternative radio stations. 
Anyone who’s interested can find out about us... If any band 
chooses for the more major stuff we just described, that’s fine 
for them. We don’t need it and we don’t want it. 


What is your opinion about .CALIBRE then? They try 
to use the mainstream to spread their ideals or at 
least give people an alternative. 


They are not the first band to do so and they won’t be the last 
one either. The people of CALIBRE are smart enough not to 


take decisions in a few minutes. I’m pretty sure they thought 
about it in every possible way and I’m convinced that they know 
how it works and what has to be sacrificed. They know what 
they chose for and that’s OK. Like | said before, | don’t have 
anything against bands that want to do it that way. It’s their 
choice and it can perfectly work, but | know we will never make 
that choice. Let’s hope they gain what they are striving for, 
cause that’s the aim of us all... 


Tell us something more about the upcoming “Winter 
Blossom” ten inch (10”). 


It’s an idea we came up with when we thought about what to 
do in order to celebrate our tenth anniversary. There already 
was a great tenth anniversary party at the end of last year, but 
we wanted to do something special. We came up with the idea 
to do this limited edition ten inch. Only 500 copies are going 
to be made, they will be printed on coloured vinyl and hand 
numbered. As a matter of fact, there are so many pre-orders 
for it that it’s already as good as sold out. The title of the 10 
inch will be ‘Winter Blossom’, cause it’s going to be released in 
January/February and because that season perfectly suits the 
melancholy of our music. 


| heard FACE TOMORROW, CIRCLE and CORNFLAMES 
will be doing an exclusive song for that release. | 
assume that will be a PN-cover. 


All the mentioned bands will contribute a song to the ten inch, 
but it won’t be a cover. We're good friends with all those 
people and we’ve shared many stages with all three of those 
bands. To me, the four bands on the split are bands that share 
the same vibe for music. They are willing to experiment, they 
have the guts to ignore the standard musical formula and they 
got that feeling of melancholy and intensity in the music they 
play. That’s the reason why we asked all of them to compose 
a brand new and exclusive song for the ten inch, which is what 
they did. So it’s going to be a collection of brand new and 
exclusive songs by four bands that share the same vibe and 
love for music and expression. Most bands also wrote a rather 
a-typical song for it, so it’s gonna be really special... 


After the ten inch, what are the future PN plans? 


As usual, we're playing a lot of shows in Belgium and the 
Netherlands, in March we’re going to the UK once again for 
a short tour. We will play Derby, Manchester and probably 
Canterbury. We're planning to finally tour Spain again in 
autumn. Besides that, we're working out some licensing deals 
for “The Art Of Being ‘We’”. It surely will be released on the 
American “Life Sentence” records ... 


Any last words you'd like to share with us? 


The classical ‘thank you’-s to all supportive people. Don’t 
forget to be yourself. Be open minded, willing to communicate 
and express yourself in a way you feel best! If you have any 
questions or you want some more info, don’t hesitate to 
contact us. See you at a show! 


Thanks a lot for the interview! 


Discography : 

“Romance” CD, Midas Records 

“Daybreak Serenity” CD, Midas Records 

“Just Give Us Some Words” split CD (REPLY, CIRLCE, 
EXIT 19), STTC/Funtime Records 

“Our Pitiful Paradise” CD, Funtime Records 
“Dreamwave Heroes” CDep, STTC/Funtime Records 
“Collection Series II” split CD w/TWENTY INCH BURIAL, 
Underhill Records 

“The Art Of Being ‘We’” CD, Funtime Records 


PN, Vlasselaar 13, 3221 Nieuwrode (Holsbeek), Belgium 
www.funtimerecords.com/pn 
johan@funtimerecords.com 


THE ACACIA STRAIN - “...And Life Is Very Long” CD 

Devils Head * www.devilsheadquarters.com 

Well, this is what | call a cool band name. THE ACACIA STRAIN, safe. They bring us a mixture 
between brutal mosh core (in the likes of NO RETREAT) and raw metal (think SIX FEET UNDER/ 
OBITUARY but not that slow), added up with a melodic twist. What | like here is that they give 
it an original touch. The one thing that makes this band stand out is the fact that this shit has a 
slick production. One could get killed by the drum sound, | swear. This promo came without a 
booklet (fuck that) so | don’t know much about the lyrics or dudes playing in this band, but I’m 
sure they all have much experience in the heavy music scene. They handle their instruments well, 
good musicians. Easy, for fans of heavy well-played metal music with a mosh vibe (think DYING 
FETUS) and brutal voice on top of it. (Piek) 


ADJUDGEMENT - “Information. Fallen To Rock Bottom” CD 

Vacation House * www.vacationhouserecords.com ! 

In the beginning | wasn’t sure what to think of this one, and it’s still difficult... Think SNAPCASE meets 
DEATH BY STEREO, and you have ADJUDGMENT. However the album can’t keep me interested. 
Nineteen tracks are too much and they can’t seem to define their style. The last songs are something 
completely different than the first ones, and that bothers me a bit. Together with the terrible layout 
these are the only less positive things about the release. Generally speaking, | must say that this 
German band has potential and I’m expecting some nice stuff from them in the future. (Maarten) 


AGAINST TIME — “Never Forever” CD 

Meter * www.meterrecords.com 

Hey kids, take a little of GRADE, a sniff of CIRCLE, a tiny twat of AS 
_ FRIENDS RUST, add some FACE TOMORROW and maybe even some 
_ BOY SETS FIRE, and you will perfectly know what Dutch rockers 
_ AGAINST TIME sound like. 12 songs on this debut full-length and all 
__ of them are interesting, mostly rocking their way really steadily to your 
heart and mind. Melody, rock and harmony seem to meet here & they 
now call themselves AGAINST TIME. Looking forward to seeing these 
guys live some time! (Bruno) 


ASTRO ZOMBIES A.D. — “Mutants At Mosa Trajectum” CD 

Gangstyle * www.gangstylerecords.com 

Is this what we were all anxiously waiting for, a MISFITS tribute band? I’m not quite sure. 
Together with his RIGHT DIRECTION/BACKFIRE bros Boris & Igor Wouters, Maurice Gijsbers 
(RIGHT DIRECTION) decided to pay tribute to THE MISFITS & Glen DANZIG. They invited a 
bunch of different singers and A.Z. was born. Joost DISCIPLINE, Marco HEIDEROOSJES, Michiel 
UPPERCUT, ... they all joined the conspiracy. Songs like “Skulls”, “| Turned Into A Martian”, 
“Astro Zombies”, “Angelfuck”, “Return Of The Fly”, etc. are true classics, no doubt about that. But 
there is nothing like the original. Let there be no doubt about that either!?! (Bruno) 


AGE OF DISGRACE - “... Those Who Persist” CDep 

Filled With Hate * www.ageofdisgrace.com 

This MCD starts with a crappy “Mortal Kombat” techno intro and ends with a pseudo triphop/hiphop 
song. In between you get 4 songs of beatdown metal, similar to TRAPPED IN LIFE, LENGTH OF 
TIME and the likes. So you know what to expect: SLAYER style riffing, double bass drums, brutal 
beatdown mosh parts... The perfect soundtrack for a pit that’s been mistaken for a karate practice or 
something like that. Some of you might care about this release. |, however, couldn’t care less since 
| think this music is boring and that it has been done a hundred times before. (Jonas) 


THE AMPHETAMINE EATERS - “Soft Porn Engine” CD 

Wild Punk * www.wildpunkrecords.com 

13 songs on this rocking ’n rolling disk, baby! THE AMPHETAMINE EATERS are 3 Spanish lads 
who play snotty, raw garage influenced punk ’n roll that will surely appeal to fans of GLUECIFER 
and TURBONEGRO. The recording quality and production are splendid; the songs are cool, but 
this record doesn’t seem to do it for me. It hardly manages to keep me listening. Same goes for 
the lay-out: very nice try, but something seems to be lacking ... (Bruno) 


ANODYNE - “The Outer Dark” CD 

Escape Artist * www.escapeartistrecords.com 

ANODYNE hit hard with their slow & heavy dragging songs and 
structures. You can hear the anger & fear in every tune they composed. 
P@.2»4ni= Pompous rhythms combined with sludgy riffing make this a killer release 
that clearly shows the band’s agony and pain. The artwork is clean but 
sober, too sober for my taste. The lyrics are dark & pessimistic, just the 
way it should be on a disc like “The Outer Dark”. It surprises me that 
ANODYNE’s songs are not ultra long. They play the ideal sort of stuff to 
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compose never ending songs. Fortunately they keep it short & interesting. Fans of ISIS, NEUROSIS 
and even BOTCH will dig this shit! And me? Well, | wanna hear more!! (Bruno) 


ANTI MANIAX — “As Long As People Think” CD 

Household Name * www.householdnamerecords.co.uk 

| had never heard from these guys before we got this record in for review. They dish out 10 
political HC/punk songs on their debut full-length. You could very well consider this Graz (Austria) 
band to be a cross between bands like GOOD RIDDANCE & PROPAGANDHI, but ANTI MANIAX 
haven't quite developed the same song writing skills yet. They combine HC & punkrock and top 
it with great lyrics about political topics or even vegan food, but the overall catchiness is just not 
there. Interesting debut, but these guys still have a bit of work to do. (Bruno) 


THE APPLESEED CAST - “Lost Songs” CD 

Deep Elm * www.deepelm.com 

After their epic 2001 release “Low Level Owl”, TAC is back with this new CD. Well, itisn’t really a 
new album. From the 9 songs on this little disc, there are 4 songs that were completed in ’99, but 
there were additional keyboards, guitars and electronic effects added in 2002. All the other songs 
were recorded in 2002. On this record TAC combines the more “basic” kind of song writing like 
bands as REIZIGER, POP UNKNOWN and SONGS: OHIA and with the more experimental type of 
song writing that we are used to get from bands like GODSPEED YOU BLACK EMPEROR, SONIC 
YOUTH, MOGWA\ and the likes. While the second and the fourth song belong in column A, the 
seventh song, a song that’s based on several effects, loops and other electronic stuff could be 
right of a MOGWAI album. Fans of these bands/styles should definitely pick this up! (Jonas) 


AS HOPE DIES - “Birthplace And Burial Site” CD 

Undecided * www.undecidedrecords.com 

AS HOPE DIES is easily filed as another Gétheborg hardcore-clone. Sure, with the current 
popularity of DARKEST HOUR there was bound to be a new wave of extreme metal bands in 
the American hardcore scene, but for those bands to have a similar impact in Europe is a whole 
different story. As for these gents, although they're just as influenced by a band like AT THE 
GATES as their peers, they are less melodic, less diverse, less influenced by metalcore and less 
catchy. But they just might be a bit more extreme and true to the Swedish death metal sound, 
which is quite an accomplishment for a Californian band. All vocals are highly shrieked and 
although they’re lacking in emotion they're executed well, besides the terrible sung vocals that is. 
Anyone familiar with the genre will hear no surprises, but this is definitely a good debut and I’m 
curious what their future will bring. They’ll either remain what they are and be mildly successful 
with it, or they’ll go for an even more extreme metal sound and hence following the steps of a 
band like the Belgian DEFORMITY, or they'll try to incorporate more core-elements and then it’s 
up to you to decide the band’s faith. For now, AS HOPE DIES brings average death metal which 
is at times just a bit too dramatic, but this CD will certainly please us Europeans who dig the more 
extreme shit like CALIBAN, FALL OF SERENITY, HEAVEN SHALL BURN and such. (Jan) 


AS | LAY DYING/AMERICAN TRAGEDY split CD 

Pluto * www.plutorecords.com 

AS | LAY DYING churn out 5 mid-tempo metalcore tracks something along the lines of DEAD TO 
FALL and ZAO with vocals at their best reminding of FOR THE LOVE OF. Most of the time this is 
plain metalcore with an occasional spastic riff thrown into the mix and two of the songs have a 
Swedish death metal ala DARKEST HOUR thing going on. These guys might as well have been 
Europeans, but it’s decent stuff. AMERICAN NOTHING, AMERICAN FOOTBALL, AMERICAN 
ANALOG SET, AMERICAN HEARTBREAK, AMERICAN TRAGEDY, ... how much more patriotic 
can a scene get? Anyhow, AT is also from San Diego and also goes for metalcore, but they’re 
more complex. Intricate riffs with a lot of breakdowns and unexpected hooks make up for a good 
debut by this band. They attempt some CAVE IN-isms era ‘Until your heart stops’ here and there, 
but obviously don’t quite pull it off, but they do manage to combine it with moshier parts. Because 
they tend to get emo here and there, AS | LAY DYING is the winner on here, but anyone interested 
in two upcoming metalcore acts should check this out. (Jan) 


ASTRO ZOMBIES A.D. — “Mutants At Mosa Trajectum” CD 

Gangstyle * www.gangstylerecords.com 

Is this what we were all anxiously waiting for, a MISFITS tribute band? I’m 
not quite sure. Together with his RIGHT DIRECTION/BACKFIRE bros Boris 
& Igor Wouters, Maurice Gijsbers (RIGHT DIRECTION) decided to pay 
tribute to THE MISFITS & Glen DANZIG. They invited a bunch of different 
singers and A.Z. was born. Joost DISCIPLINE, Marco HEIDEROOSJES 
Michiel UPPERCUT, ... they all joined the conspiracy. Songs like “Skulls” ~ 
“| Turned Into A Martian”, “Astro Zombies”, “Angelfuck”, “Return Of The axa 
Fly”, etc. are true classics, no doubt about that. But there is nothing like the 
original. Let there be no doubt about that either!?! (Bruno) . 


, 


AVAIL - “Front Porch Stories” CD 

Fat Wreck * www.fatwreck.com 

This could have been an homage to AVAIL. Have you ever seen this band live? Have you ever 
felt their nature on stage? Well it’s time again! AVAIL is coming our way: April 3rd till May 4th 
they'll head over to Europe. I’m not so crazy of “Front Porch Stories”, nothing new under the 
sun. Though, if this is the first time you hear about AVAIL, don’t hesitate to go see them or to 
get a record of this extremely honest band. The lyrics of Tim are about looking back, uncertainty, 
searching for direction in his life. The words he uses are about the love he tries to give every day 
again and sometimes doesn’t get back. AVAIL is giving a feeling in their music that reflects on 
the American Society. What you feel as an individual in the US, the basics of life as an American. 
How lonely and small you are in that big country. | think Beau Beau has been a tobacco farmer in 
a former life. Go and shake your ass now! (Peter) 


BEAUTY TO ASHES - “Reproduce The Common Practice” CD 

Pluto * www.plutorecords.com 

Nowadays it’s pretty hard to develop an own, let alone original sound and only very few of the 
bands out there get it right. BEAUTY TO ASHES isn’t one of them. Their approach is one of 
mixing many different styles known to hardcore and punk into one entity and like many others 
who try too much than they can handle, BTA just doesn’t rock the right boat. Ranging from 
punk riffs combined with an over the top metalcore voice to pure POISON THE WELL melodies 
and breakdowns, from lame electronic samples to even exactly copying a REFUSED riff, from 
attempting DEP-riffs at times to sounding like GLASSEATER and any other so called cool po(o)p- 
hardcore crossover band to going all out in an DARKEST HOUR way, they only rarely tend to hit 
the right spot. To close things they do a metalcore cover of THE MISFITS’ classic “We Are 138”, 
which was the first time they grabbed my attention, but with the MILLIGRAM version still fresh in 
my mind not even this song could convince. This would’ve gotten a mediocre review because it 
could be a nice disc for someone who isn’t really familiar with hardcore yet, but the REFUSED riff 
is just too much to handle for this young 'n. (Jan) 


BIG D AND THE KIDS TABLE — “The Gipsy Hill” CD 

Household Name * www.householdnamerecords.co.uk 

For some people “ska is the enemy”, for some it’s their most favourite style of music. Boston’s BIG D 
AND THE KIDS manage to blend ska with plenty of punk influences and they do it really well. It's the 
second album for these guys that recently joined the USA Warped Tour. You either love or hate this type 
of music. Fans of MIGHTY MIGHTY BOSSTONES will know this is their thing! 11 songs. (Bruno) 


THE BLINDING LIGHT - “Glass Bullet” MCD 

Deathwish * www.deathwishinc.com 

Did anyone say SLAYER? No? Well, SLAYER!!! This new addition to the “Deathwish” roster 
surely understands the definition of heavy. Featuring the former vocalist of the underestimated 
THREADBARE, these guys offer 5 blistering metal tracks which are more likely to be released by 
Relapse than by “Deathwish”, but no complaints from my side! They sure as hell know how to 
play, and their heavy metallic assault combined with a hardcore flavour doesn’t bore for a second! 
At times this stuff gets sludgy and doomy somewhat akin to CROWBAR but only to change the 
tempo to a fast killing machine again. The vocals totally smell like SLAYER and on ‘Heads Up’ 
| can only think of Dwid screaming “systems overloaded”, so more power to ‘em! Rock-solid 
MCD, | hope for their asses that they’re in the studio recording a full-length already! (Jan) 


BLOOD OR WHISKEY -“s/t” CD 

Coretex * www.coretexrecords.com 

BLOOD OR WHISKEY is an Irish band playing the now so popular folk punk style like FLOGGING 
MOLLY and FILTHY THIEVING BASTARDS do. | don’t really know much about them, no lyrics 
are included and | couldn't find any information about this release. It’s not even included on their 
website although some of the songs seem to be on other releases they have. About the music, 
nothing really special, just decent folk mixed with some punkrock. Don’t expect them to sound 
like the next DROPKICK MURPHYS though. BLOOD OR WHISKEY is more a folk band than it is 
a punk band. Just imagine THE POGUES but not nearly as good and not using as many different 
instruments. Every song features the banjo and thin whistle and that tends to get boring after 
a while. Same goes for as the rhythm section that shows no sign of adventure. This is just a 
mediocre band more influenced by traditional Irish music than by punkrock, but not really doing 
anything new with it. They could get big (considering the folk hype nowadays) if they would put 
some variety in their sound, maybe incorporating some other instruments. Watching them play in 
a pub somewhere in Ireland while drinking Guinness might be fun to do, but competing with the 
leading bands in the genre is another thing! (Joris) 


BREAKER BREAKER - “Out Of Service” MCD 

Martyr “* www.martyrrecords.com 

Posthumous records are sad but rad. “Out of service” is the official goodbye of BREAKER 
BREAKER and proves to be another example that Martyr is an upcoming force in the old school 
scene to be reckoned with. Anyway, | can imagine worse ways of having a band remembered 
by than these 6 fast, angry and powerful old school anthems. Fans of AN, COUNT ME OUT, 
SHARK ATTACK, STRIKING DISTANCE and more of the same can blindly add this record to their 
collection. Raw, powerful, sXe, pissed off, moshable and a hint of early 80s always around the 
corner, what more do you need? (Jan) 


THE BROADBAND — Demo CDR 

DIY * www.thebroadband.be 

Belgian punk rock insiders will surely remember this band called THE HORS D’OEUVRES that 
released a split CD with NETBRAKE a while ago. | was really into their efforts although they did 
not stand out that much in the Belgian circuit. THE HD must have felt similar and as an additional 
keyboard man joined them, they thought it was the right time to make a fresh start and to broaden 
their horizon by building a new project called THE BROADBAND upon the groundwork of HD. This 
has already proven to be a well-thought move as three truly fine recorded tracks are now available 
on their website. This is soft mid tempo punk rock in the vein of JANUARY STAR or newer SAVES 
THE DAY, with a high “... and the sun broke through the clouds” dose. Damn, this really is smile- 
triggering. A big up for the vocal section here, a bit high maybe but mellow like your grandmum’s 
Sunday cake and with terrific backings. Keyboards were rather new at the time of recording but | 
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can assure you they are well integrated as we speak. Taking into account that these three tracks 
are just the beginning and that they were recorded half a year ago, | can only conclude that THE 
BROADBAND has one bright nice-looking future ahead of them. | sincerely hope they are picked 
up soon by a friendly label that helps them out with their next release ‘cause this might become 
even more marvellous. For now, surf the web girls and boys! (Stefaan) 


THE BUTCHER — “Mass Destruction Manual” CD 

Gangstyle * www.gangstylerecords.com utch 4 Y 
The title track of this record tells us what these fine Dutchmen are all mass destruction mayual 
about: “Go outside with daddy’s gun and put your skills to test”. Get the ‘@ 
pic? Ironic or not? Who will tell ... Musically THE BUTCHER managed to me 
grab my attention from the first time | saw ‘em live (at one of the Noizz \ 
fests). This CD is not a letdown at all: fast & furious straight-forward no & 
frills hardcore with the obligatory mosh parts every now and then. They . 
recorded this album at the Midas studio in Belgium and that always guarantees a sound that is is more 
than average. And last but certainly not least: the “Bartman” artwork on this release rules. (Bruno) 
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CAIN — “Choke The Sun” CD 

Real Deal * laurentmarcolivio@libero.it 

Boy, do these Italians play heavy music. Morbid lyrics (“if you want peace, prepare for war, 
motherfucker”, how dumb), dark lay-out, band name and album title predict this one to be grave, 
sluggish metalcore. Vocals are either really deep grunts (“no effects were used on Guasco’s 
vocals”) or higher screams, not unlike in the thank list mentioned DEFORMITY. This only fascinates 
me for just a couple of seconds (like the nice riffs in “Cathode War”) because I’ve heard this way 
too often without any constructive progress. That's a shame because these guys really can play. | 
guess this won't hit my turntable ever again, but in its narrow genre, it’s well-played. (Stefaan) 


CALIBAN - “Shadow Hearts” 

Lifeforce * www.lifeforcerecords.com 

| bought this one when attending their German release party. CALIBAN 
is huge in that area. | mean 1300 kids huge. Imagine... Armageddon 
entered the building. Their previous epos “Vent” was kind of a turndown 
for me, yet it sold around 15.000 copies. They toured all over, from 
Japan to the US and back to Europe. Crazy. Now the German mosh 
monsters are back with an 11song CD. And if you act fast, you can even 
get a hold of one of the limited digi-packs, which offers a brutal and cool 
layout. Besides the slick layout you'll hear heavy songs. | 've read a few 
reviews so far, saying this CD isn’t all that cool but my humble opinion 
tells you that it’s a must-have for every mosh metal kid out there. Nothing new in town, but it’s safe 
saying CALIBAN is one of the leaders in the league. A second singer has been added to the line-up, 
that way we hear some nice clear singing voices. It fits the songs, nice combination with the heavy 
screaming voice. Production is awesome, definitely check out the drum sound. (Piek) 


CASUAL VICTIMS - “Nothing But The Truth” Demo CDR 

DIY * www.casualvictims.com tve80@hotmail.com 

When putting this CD in your player the first thing you will probably notice is the rather poor sound 
quality. Especially the guitar sounds terrible because of the distortion overload. CASUAL VICTIMS 
are a bunch of Dutch beer-consuming (as seen in the booklet) hardcore guys that play tough 
New-York hardcore. | don’t know, but to my humble opinion this is the sort of band that is very 
popular in their own region and when they play over there the crowd goes totally mad. But that’s 
all, | don’t think this band has potential to break through. (Shrimp) 


CAVE IN - “Tides Of Tomorrow” CDep 

Hydra Head * www.hydrahead.com 

This band used to play chaotic metalcore and surprised friends and enemies when they decided 
to change their style and release the “Creative Eclipse” EP and the “Jupiter” LP. And now they are 
back with a CDep, containing 6 dramatic, strong and melodic rock songs and sugarsweet ballads 
with a spacey touch all over them. Compared to the “Jupiter” LP, they softened the music and 
made it less spacey and more “conventional” rock, which is a pity, because those spacy parts 
were pretty cool. Anyway, that doesn’t mean this is a bad record. TOT is an original, progressive 
and easy listening record with a high grade of accessibility and with a production as tight as 
JUSTIN PEARSON’s pants. This just sounds like they’re playing in your living room. And damn, 
Stephen Brodsky has a great voice! Those who saw them live last time know that they have no 
problem to bring it live. This is a great record by a great band, it’s great to see bands try to be 
original and succeeding at it. Those who liked “Jupiter” will dig this, | guess. For others, check 
this out, you might like it. CD comes with enhanced CD-r. (Jonas) 


CONSUMED - “Pistols At Dawn” CD 

Golf * www.golfrecords.com.uk 

I've been a punk rock fan for years and years. But lately I’ve kind of lost my hope in European 
punk rock. All those bands just sounded the same. Fuck it. Yet there is this one band that kept 
me from having losing hope in Euro punk rock and that is VENEREA. An amazing band, with 
awesome records. When | listen to their CD’s or see them perform | just feel the passion and go 
apeshit. Punk rock amigos all over, if you don’t know their tunes, check it out. So that was about 
it for me, one band in whole fucking Europe who stood out towards the rest. Hey, we have tons 
of great bands; don’t get me wrong here, but no band that could let me go crazy. Ok. That's it for 
the VENEREA part; this still is a CONSUMED review. And holy fuck, this is the second band from 
Europe that gives me that incredible “this is the shit!!” feeling. What we have here are 12 splendid 
up-tempo punk rock hit songs, with a huge sing-a-long level. Well played snotty punk rock with 
an original touch, cant’ really say what is making me so fond of this record. You better check out 
yourself. Believe me, CONSUMED’s new CD will give you wings. “Fat” skipped them, hahaha, 
fuck’em. This is the shit for every punk rock dude/girl. (Piek). 


CONSUMED - “Pistols At Dawn” CD 

Golf * www.golfrecords.co.uk 

When | got into melodic punkrock Swedish bands were supreme to me. Bands kept coming out of 
nowhere and delivered us simple yet pure melodic skate punk, with additional hard rock touches 
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here and there. ONE CHORD WONDERS, SOBER (pre-NO FUN AT ALL), RANDY, PRIDEBOWL 
and young MILLENCOLIN ruled my world. Too bad hardly any of these bands nor their style has 
survived the nineties, but here’s CONSUMED’s second full length bringing us the heritage of those 
great days. This is marvellous melodic punk rock, fast-paced with excellent heavy metal-styled 
riffings and solid vocals on top of it. A perfect mixture between PRIDEBOWL, SNUFF and IRON 
MAIDEN. Yeah! CONSUMED is probably not that well known but | strongly suggest you to have 
ago at them. Try to check them out at various locations in Europe this spring. Looks like | just 
found an ideal soundtrack for my next snowboard trip ‘cause this truly is the first European punk 
rock release |’m really thrilled about in quite some time. (Stefaan) 


DAMAGE CONTROL - Can’t Keep Us Down CDep 

Crucial Response * www.crucialresponse.com 

If | told you this was fast paced straight forward old school hardcore, would that sound as a 
surprise to you? | guess not. Peter Hoeren & “Crucial Response” records have been consistently 
releasing excellent hardcore records for over a decade now. DAMAGE CONTROL perfectly 
matches those standards. Their line-up consists of ex-EYEBALL/SPAWN’s Daniel Frankowski 
(guitar), Even Score (KIDS LIKE US) on drums, Per Oskar Leu (DRUG BUST/INSURANCE RISK) 
on bass and Espen Follestad (ex-SPORTSWEAR, RECTIFY & HANDS TIED) on vocals, so you 
know that this has to be a super band. And a super band they are: total melodic fast ‘n catchy 
hardcore in a total DAG NASTY “Can | Say” era style with equally as catchy well-sung vocals! I’m 
sure Dave Smalley would be proud of these guys! (Bruno) 


DEAD POP CLUB — “Autopilot Off’ CD 
Diabolik * www.dbik.fr.st 

DEAN POP CLUB Kids, you’re not gonna believe this. It’s a French band, and | like 
it. Fancy that. No, really, | like this record. They remind me a bit of 
GAMEFACE’s “Every Last Time”, but a bit heavier. Other references 
could be SENSEFIELD like they sounded on “Building”, but not that 
melodic. | know it’s rather stupid to say in this day and age, but it’s 
really rocking. The sound is swell, it’s got a good production and a nice 
drive. The songs are well structured, no ‘riff, another riff and yet another 
riff-song writing, and even their English is good. The singer doesn’t sound too French when he’s 
singing. | could try to fill up some more space, but really, all is said, so I'll just stop here, aight? 
A job well done. Check it out. (Ivo) 


DEATH OR GLORY -— Your Glory 7”/CDep 

Crucial Response * www.crucialresponse.com 

These Germans are doing similar stuff to what THE DEAL is doing over here, but unfortunately 
the singer is not quite as good as Bjorn. Solid, fast hardcore the way it is supposed to be (at least 
that’s according to the old school HC police). The songs are pretty short most of the time, but 
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that’s not a minus at all. Too bad for a few pretty badly played solos they try to incorporate in 
some of their songs. Skip those in future, dudes! (Bruno) 


DISCIPLINE — “Saints And Sinners” CD 

| Scream * www.iscreamrecords.com 

Besides doing several headlining tours, this band has also shared stage with the guys of 
AGNOSTIC FRONT, COCK SPARRER, MADBALL, SICK OF IT ALL and DROPKICK MURPHYS. 
With this latest album, DISCIPLINE have proven to be top of the bill when it comes down to Street 
Rock ‘n Roll. This new album is the real sound of the streets: 12 hard hitting, melodic singalongs 
with attitude! However, these are the kind of songs you can make in three minutes. Just some 
basic chords, adding a few melodic ‘nuts’ and a rough, hooligan voice. But it’s cool to listen to. 
This album is much better than their previous album ‘Love Thy Neighbor’. (Shrimp) 


DONUTS - “Searching For Identity CD 

DIY * http://thedonuts.tripod.com 

Here’s another Belgian band from the GREENDAY (...) school of 
punkrock. | had never heard of these guys until they gave me this record 
on the MIDTOWN show at the Lintfabriek. They play solid, fast-forward 
punk with lots of melody. Nothing more, nothing less. My favourite track 
™ on here surely is “Don’t Belong”, with nice breaks & great dual vocals. 
All in all an interesting debut! (Bruno) 


E FOR 11 - Demo CDR 

DIY * efor11@hotmail.com 

Ok, so there’s really no information whatsoever in the booklet, except a mail address. | assume 
they’re Belgian, because they recorded at “Dé Studio” in Asse. Anyway, let’s focus on the music. 
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IRON MAIDEN — “Seventh Son Of A Seventh Son” LP 


Well, they start off with a more rock-oriented intro, and then let it slip into punkrock, but still 
rather up-tempo and not too sappy. The sound and overall feel of the demo reminds me a bit of 
GWYLLIONS, to be honest. The songs are pretty good structured, they can handle their instruments 
and the voice is pretty good (with here and there some ups and downs). Anyway, that’s about it, 
nothing more to say about this one. If you liked GWYLLIONS and you want to support your local 
punk bands, check this band out some time. I’m pretty sure you won't regret it. (Ivo) 


THE END - “s/t” CD 

Relapse * www.relapse.com 

Noisy, noisier, noisiest! Ontario's THE END clearly is all about blatant noise & terror. They move 
along the same lines as past & present fellow labelmen like DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN, NEUROSIS 
& BOTCH. Also ISIS or KNUT could be used as references. Creating heavily distorted & fucked-up 
tunes, always looking for the most discordant, abrasive riffs & song structures, that’s what bands 
like THE END do best. You love or hate this sort of stuff. The recordings are top-notch and the lay-out 
OK, so all in all this is a more than decent record that will appeal to any fan of the genre. (Bruno) 


FALLEN INTO ASHES — “Solely Dreaming The Reconstruction Of A Forgotten Revolution” MCD 
Burning Season * www.burningseasonrecords.com 

Another release from one of Europe’s hardest working labels, “Burning 

Season” Records. Hardworking labels sometimes have the tendency Bat utane yp 
to pay for their hard work with a loss of quality. I'd have to say that by 

moments, this release is balancing a bit on the edge of that law. FALLEN 

INTO ASHES is a pretty good band, and they deliver that melodic yet fy Gs} (3 (lq 
chaotic metal-ish style with a touch of rock quite good. They’ve " 
recorded some excellent parts on this MCD, but | have the feeling they 
don’t succeed in keeping the standards high throughout the whole 
record. Whereas they can compete with a lot of their peer bands at some points, they seem to 
lose inspiration at some points in the songs, which is a pity. From time to time, they seem to 
miss something | can’t quite put my finger on. A little bit more of self criticism could have made 
this record better, now it’s just a good record. The title is too long too, what about “Dreaming 
Reconstructing Revolution”? Anyway, give it a shot, you won't be sorry. (Ivo) 
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FARSE — “Boxing Clever” CD 

Moon Ska * www.moonskaeurope.com 

In numerous cases it has been shown that the geographical location of the U.K. exerts its influence 
on the specific character of the music styles over there. “The British mix or reinvent styles”, 
Peter claims in his column for this issue. For Birmingham’s FARSE this statement absolutely 
holds water. This ska-oriented five-piece have toured Britain with bands like MAD CADDIES, 
H20, VOODOO GLOW SKULLS and GOOD RIDDANCE and this shows. This is ska not unlike the 
examples above, combined with faster paced parts and even some hard rock touches, like opener 
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“When The Laughing Stops”. On the other hand there’s also room for easier tendencies, like “Once 
Was A Rose”, a perfect chill-out track. On a technical level these lads show good musicianship, 
although song structures are at the edge of confusion sometimes. But then again, this one was 
recorded in a studio own by the guys of UB40, so recording quality is superb. All in all this is a fairly 
interesting album, worth a listening for outsiders, a must for the fans. (Stefaan) 


THE FIRST STEP - “Open Hearts and Clear Minds” CD 

Livewire * www.livewire-records.com 

Youthcrew galore! Anyone into hardcore in its purest form has a new band to reckon with. THE 
FIRST STEP are a straight-up band from North Carolina, they’re young, loud and snotty and 
they've made their homework well. This is true straightedge youthcrew, energetic and positive 
as hell and despite the fact that there are so many other bands out there and this style has been 
totally milked out, one can never go wrong with a good old school record. “Open Hearts and Clear 
Minds” does the trick for me, not in the least because of the clear and powerful vocals on here. 
Sure it’s not original, sure most of these bands have had an OD of CHAIN OF STRENGTH but this 
is hardcore as it was meant to be. THE FIRST STEP remind me strongly of FLOORPUNCH and of 
course the obligatory reference TEN YARD FIGHT. This record features new/ly recorded songs, 
their demo and a live set at CBGB’s, so expect to hear the same songs a couple of times in the 30 
minutes that it lasts. The layout already gives away what this record is all about, so even on that 
aspect this is about as stereotypical as it can get. Oh yeah, to make it all complete they also cover 
“More Than Fashion” from DYS. | bet these guys want to live in Boston. Posi anyone? (Jan) 


FULL BLOWN CHAOS - “s/t” MCD 

Filled With Hate * www.filledwithhate.com 

The band name should do the trick here. Devastating New York hardcore “motherfucker”. This 
isn’t no second hand cheesy mosh band like so many MADBALL wannabe’s out there. FBC 
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has been around since ’97 so they've earned their stripes. And being 
together all those years paid off; | hear a mature hard-hitting band on 
this 5-song record. A heavy groove, a lot of in-your-face power and 
the obligatory breakdown now and then. All that topped off with a harsh 
Jamey Jasta-a-like voice ready to blow the world away. For fans of 
heavy acts, a blazing mix of HATEBREED and NJ BLOODLINE. Take 
note: actually this is the European re-release of their debut MCD. So FBC 
fans, don’t expect new mosh anthems. (Piek) 


FURY OF FIVE — “Telling It Like It Is” CDep 

Inner Rage * www.innerragerecords.com 

This CDep captures FURY OF FIVE in the purest & rawest form. “Telling It Like It Is” was 
Originally released as a 7” in 1996 and now the guys from “Inner Rage” decided to do a CD 
version of these 4 classic tracks. Yes, just 4 tracks only, but 17 minutes of ear pleasing New 
Jersey beat-down tuff guy fury, hell yeah!! Put the chairs & table aside and start tearing your 
bed room to fucking pieces right now!! (Bruno) 


HOLDING ON/COALITION - Split 7” 

Martyr * www.martyrrecords.com 

First and only time | saw HOLDING ON was right after the release of their demo. They're now one 
of the big promises of the US oldschool scene, and the 3 new songs on this 7” can only reinforce 
my impression that this band has grown immensely. This Twin Cities band plays fast hardhitting 
oldschool, which mixes hardcore, punk and mosh well and has me thinking of JUDGE. HOLDING 
ON’s new CD is out on “Bridge9” so you'll be hearing a lot about these guys. Second band on here 
is COALITION, who have released a full-length on “Smorgasbord” and who are now back with 2 new 
and catchy songs. They mix fast oldschool up with more early 90s inspired New Age tunes and they 
do it well! In their second song there’s a strong UNBROKEN touch, us Europeans who remember 
KINDRED copying those icons’ song “Razor”, these Michigan kids use the exact same riff, only 
adapted into a faster oldschool variation. Great bands and great artwork by Mike Bukowski, known 
from his work for SHARK ATTACK and PANIC. Pick this up if you can find it! (Jan) 


HORROR SHOW - “Our Design” MCD 

Deathwish * www.deathwishinc.com 

Now this is more like it!!! Raging old school from Philly, which is fast, upbeat, intense and catchy 
as hell and unlike every other old school review you'll come across these days, these guys 
really do have some of the same elements of fellow townies AMERICAN NIGHTMARE/NOTHING. 
The driving vocals remind of RIGHT BRIGADE and WHERE FEAR AND WEAPONS MEET, but 
the latter more so for their urgency and in-your-face nature. Their band name’s inspired by ‘A 
Clockwork Orange”, can’t go wrong there. The layout is basically pink yet extremely well done. 
And something new to the old school-revival is the rather emotional and depressing story of a 
relationship in the lyrics. Hey, if CONVERGE can pull it off, so can they! Favourite song on here 
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is ‘Inconsiderate me’ which is from their 7” and as a bonus you get one new song and their 
re-recorded 2002 demo. Awesome shit! Original plans were to do a split with none other than 
COUNT ME OUT, but with them calling it a day and with Nicky HORROR SHOW still behind bars, 
| guess future releases are uncertain, but I’m looking forward to em! Controversial or not, I'm in 
for the party! (Jan) 


HYPNOS 69 — “Timeline Traveller” CD 

RocknRoll Radio * listen.to/rocknrollradio 

Ex-AGATHOCLES guitar player is a long way from home with the band 

HYPNOS 69 he is playing for nowadays. Don’t expect any mincecore 

, here, HYPNOS 69 plays hard stoner rock, influenced by bands as 

MONSTER MAGNET, NEBULA, FU MANCHU and the likes. Slow 
effects, all spiced up with a 


— “eee Quitarsparts, low-tuned basses, “whawha” 
ee good dose of rock ‘n roll! | think this CD is pretty cool. Recommended 
for any lover of the genre! (Jonas) 


IN ARM’S REACH -- “Fuck You, This Is Straight Edge” Demo tape 

DIY release * xinarmsreach@hotmail.com 

For everyone who wondered what happened to the THIRD SEASON dudes and dudette after they 
split up last summer: here they are, back with a new drummer, a second guitar player and they 
gave themselves a new band name, inspired by a DESPAIR song. They also became a full on 
Straight edge band, and looking at the title of this demo, they want you to know that! Same for 
the intro of the tape (“I found the edge...”). After that intro, 4 songs were recorded in the vein of 
CHAMPION, CARRY ON and COUNT ME OUT, so you know what that means: fast hardcore with 
hard-hitting mosh parts that make you want to tear down everything around you and a melodic 
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FUGAZI - “In On The Kill Taker” CD 


touch here and there. This all comes with pissed off lyrics, dealing with betrayal, not being able 
or not wanting to live up to the expectations of others and being sick and tired of life and its 
disappointments. Topics we all can relate to, which is cool in my opinion. | do wonder why these 
lyrics are so negative since the singer is one of the most positive dudes around. he’s smiling all 
the time! Things that could have been better about this demo are the lay out (it’s just not so clear 
to see what's it all about) and the recording of the drum. Really, those should have been way 
louder. The other instruments are recorded in a decent way. Anyway, a cool first release by these 
cool guys and girl (their bass player is a girl). Their first 7” should be released this spring by 
“Sobermind” records, so keep an eye on that! For now, just go out and buy this demo. (Jonas) 


INHUMAN -— “Black Reign” MCD 
RPP * www.rpp-hc.com 

It's been a while since Alain RPP last released anything. Honestly, | ~ 
thought that dude was dead and buried. Then, out of the blue, he’s back 
with this release. INHUMAN is a band from Brooklyn, NY, that has Steve 
Gallo from ON THE RISE fame on drums. They have released 2 full-lengths 
and 3 7”s over the past 7 years, but | had never heard of them before. 
They bust into this record with a massive, evil sounding intro, followed by 
4 songs of classic NY hardcore, not unlike bands as KILLING TIME and 
LEEWAY (minus the solos), mixed up with influences from punk bands as THE MISFITS and A.F.I.. 
Especially the first two songs remind me of those two bands. The first time | heard this record, | 
didn’t think too much of it, but it really grew on me the more | heard it. Next to 4 new songs, this CD 
also contains 2 older songs that were recorded live. They are good quality but | don’t like them as 
much as the new songs. Give this one a try, kids, you might end up liking it! (Jonas) 


IN THE SHADE OF TOMORROW/DAWN OF AWAKENING/DARWIN - Split CD 

Hectic * www.hecticrecs.com 

| expected a lot of this split CD, because | already heard the songs of DAWN OF AWAKENING. But 
hell, | couldn’t be more disappointed in the other two bands on this CD. Especially IN THE SHADE 
OF TOMORROW is total crap. They probably recorded these songs in some kind of basement 
‘cause it sounds awful. Only the samples in between the songs are recorded well. DAWN OF 
AWAKENING however is totally mind blowing. They play very emotional new-school that sounds 
like a mix between SERENE and POISON THE WELL. A strange combination, | know, make sure to 
check this out. The third band on this CD is DARWIN. And again, this sucks big time. This was 
recorded in the same ‘studio’ as IN THE SHADE OF TOMORROW. Nuff said 


JESSE JAMES — “Punk Soul Brothers” CD 

Golf * www.golfrecords.co.uk 

To keep it simple | could say JESSE JAMES is the UK version of THE MIGHTY MIGHTY 
BOSSTONES. That's right lad, a whole lot of trumpet!! This is not bad at all, but not very 
renewing if you ask me. Very happy tunes however, but what can you expect with one trumpet 
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and two trombones. They toured with bands like LIT, SUICIDE MACHINES and even with 
THE POGUES...according to them ‘not ideal, but it was great experience playing the really big 
venues’. (Shrimp) 


JESUSEATER - “Step Inside My Death Ray” CD 

Deathwish * www.deathwishinc.com 

A couple of issues ago | reviewed the debut EP of this rock ensemble fronted by the legendary 
Shawn Brown of SWIZ/DAG NASTY fame and | was pretty darn impressed. They’re still going 
for a sound somewhat similar to a band like MILLIGRAM, but way more rocking and at times 
more leaning to a slower approach of traditional early hardcore. Too bad | just can’t get into 
this. Sure they are a rather rare and different sounding band compared to millions of others 
out there, but the repetitive vocals tend to get on my nerves and seem to be lacking the power 
Mr. Brown once had in his other bands. Nevertheless this record is thick and heavy as hell 
and has some really great songs on here like opener “Special Delicious” and “Miles”, not so 
much because of their complexity but more so for their catchiness. It’s just not enough for 
me to totally dig it and listen to this monster all the way through. Maybe you will get it though, 
who knows? (Jan) 


JOSHUA — “ Elektronik Murder Comes” Demo CDR 

Aligator * rizeng8@hotmail.com 

“We're on a mission from God” ... Not really the sort of stuff you’d expect in this review section, 
but since JOSHUA is no one else than Greg NEGATE, | decided to give this one a shot. JOSHUA is 
all about hard beats en hardcore techno power. 7 solid electronic songs full of beats, bass power 
& at times aching to industrial stuff. All really well done & to top things off: the silk screened 
artwork rocks! (Bruno) 
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HOT WATER MUSIC — “Caution” CD 


Stefaan 


KABU KI BUDDAH - “Life Is A Movie” CD 

SK * skmagazine.free.fr 

What the fuck is this!! KABU KI BUDDAH?? For the sake of band names all around the world, 
get yourselves another name, please. | can imagine kids going like “which CD have you picked 
up lately??” and that other kid, “I! dunno, it has something to do with a Buddha”. Their previous 
release was a split 7” with BANANAS AT THE AUDIENCE. Common’! Ok, less talk, more rock. 
The music. First of all, trumpets and shit, I’m no fan. This one contains a whole lot of them so 
| had an unpleasant hard time to check this out. Fuck, song 6 is on and I’m going crazy. If you 
KABU dudes read this, please email me what you’re all about ‘cause | don’t get it. A girl anda 
boy combined with a stupid sounding horn, a drum and some bass. The lyrics contain famous 
movie song lines. Check it out if you’re into horns and LANGHORNS styled music. | don’t mean 
to offend the LANGHORNS here, that’s simply the only band that pops up inside my head when 
listening to this... stuff. It all comes down to one word: SKIP. (Piek) 


Keep On Playing #1 

Florianvancampenhout@hotmail.com 

The great of boom of new (mostly hardcore) fanzines is over for some years now (although a new 
breed seems to pop up), but here’s a fresh one that carries both punk rock and hardcore topics. This 
first issue has ints with ‘smaller’ bands (some of whom are new to me like French PO BOX or Belgian 
DRAW ME A COW), fairly good ones with CORNFLAMES and Belgium’s most successful punk rock 
league 5 DAYS OFF. More interviews with Hans “Sober Mind” (rather plain), SHELTER (profound), 
Stijn ex-A200 CLUB (clarifying), GINO’S EYEBALL and a pretty basic yet decent column on the 
skinhead movement. This is a typical “first issue” issue with room for improvement but considering 
how mags like Funtime or Yoda started out and the fact that the author is obviously in it for more than 
the music, makes this effort worth your attention. Keep it up, Florian! (Stefaan) 


Keep On Playing #2 

Florianvancampenhout@hotmail.com 

Alrightie! It seems KoP is really going for it because the second issue is already here while the 
third is expected somewhere in March 2003. Talking about a busy bee. Check out the ints 
with CIRCLE, NO USE FOR A NAME, AVAIL, BETWEEN THE LINES, DEAD MAN’S HANDLE, 
GAS DRUMMERS, KRUTCH, NERF HERDER, REPLY, SKIN OF TEARS, THIRD SEASON and 
UNDECLINABLE. Excellent job and good questioning. Some significant columns and an 
interesting article on death punishment (in Dutch). Pick this one up! (Stefaan) 
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KELLY 8 - “The Setup” CD 

Bombed Out * www.bombedout.co.uk 

KELLY 8 is a Swedish band which sounds a bit like FIRESIDE with female vocals...at least that’s 
how they describe themselves. Anyway, the vocals are very cool. She sounds exactly the same 
as the TILT girl, but lucky enough she looks much better. The music is very varying. Especially the 
sound of each instrument is very remarkable. An awesome bass sound and the drum kicks like 
hell. Sometimes they remind me of the QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE. Definitely worth checking 

out! (Shrimp) 


E-. LAFALCE - “s/t” CD 
D.L.Y. * lafalce@infinito.it 
—, Due to circumstances (death of the drummer, R.I.P.) this band is no 
; more. LAFALCE self released this 9 song CD in 2002. Yet 4 of the 5 
members started up a new project listening to the name of THE INFARTO 
: SCHEISSE. How about a fucking weird name?! These 2 bands are in the 
= Same league, so that’s why we review the LAFALCE CD. | hope they don’t 
e491 mind me labelling them as an Italian screamo core act. That singer dude 
is screaming his ass Off. The guitar sound includes a lot of distortion, too much according to me. 
Frankly said, I’m not that much of a LAFALCE fan. | can see where they are going to, and surely 
some kids around the world will like this band, but it all sounds too distorted to me. Italian lyrics, 

translated in English, about the future, technology and personal topics. (Piek) 


LAST STRAW - s/t Demo tape 

DIY * lastxstraw@hotmail.com 

LAST STRAW is a new Belgian youth crew band that musically reminds more of the ’97 revival 
style than of the original 88 style. | hear some EYEBALL here and there, maybe a bit more sense 
of melody. Cool intro, 3 hardcore songs with singalongs, mosh parts and more of the usual stuff. 
| think this demo is OK, but they really need more practice to get tighter as a band, on this record 
as well as live. The lay-out is well done except for the pictures, these should have been way more 
clear. Oh yeah, Suzanne reflections, trying to stay anonymous by calling yourself “Rudi”, nice try, 
but I’m not buying it! (Jonas) 


LAWSTREET 16 — “Demo 2002” CD 


DIY * www.spikeybxl.nt/Is16 
Alain RPP, the legend, is totally back! For those who don’t have the slightest clue what I’m 
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talking about: Alain is the main man of the (in)famous “RPP” label and was the front man of OUT 
FOR BLOOD and MENTAL DISTURBANCE back in the days. Now he’s back with this new band. 
LAWSTREET 16 play something that can be described as a mix between WARZONE, older SICK 
OF IT ALL (“Just Look Around”-era) and KILL YOUR IDOLS. Fast, old styled hardcore with lots 
of melody. The production isn’t all that fat; this demo just contains a live demo session that was 
recorded in 10 hours. Three songs + a cover of WARZONE’s “Don’t Forget The Struggle...”. This 
isn’t my cup of tea but I’m quite sure that some people will like this. (Jonas) 


A LIFE ONCE LOST - “The Fourth Plague: Flies” 7” 

Deathwish * www.deathwishinc.com 

A LIFE ONCE LOST hands down one of the best new metal acts I’ve heard in a while. This is the 
vinyl version of the CD originally released on “Robodog/tic” records, and | can fully understand 
why “Deathwish” was interested in putting this out. “The Fourth Plague” is an amazing document 
of all the heaviest math metal sounds out there. At times they’re chugging along, then they’re 
going for the e-chord riffing us Belgians tend to love, then they incorporate intricate melodic 
breakdowns just to be able to smack you around even harder than before. All you can do is 
try to follow the crazy guitar work and you will be taken on a groovy trip of a fierceness only a 
handful of bands can pull off these days. Ranging from grindcore to some of the best stuff a 
label like “Hydrahead” has to offer, A LIFE ONCE LOST has to be Philly’s most dangerous secret. 
Considering the fact that there’s even great artwork in the typical Aaron Turner way for this 7” I'd 
dare to say that this is one of the best releases of the math metal genre in years. Sure, they do 
nothing new but they execute it so well and brutally that with their upcoming full-length they just 
might become the biggest contender bands like CONVERGE and THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 
have had to face. Technical, chaotic and crazy, the 3 words that rock my world! (Jan) 


LINE OF DEFENSE - s/t MCD 

DIY * go.to/lineofdefense 

Ok, any of you guys lately heard this band called HATEBREED? Well, that’s the first name that 
comes to mind when | hear this band. These Hollandros definitely try to incorporate that particular 
sound into their music. Maybe they’re a bit more uptempo from time to time, but all in all it’s 
pretty safe to say they’re influenced by HATEBREED and the likes. Come to think about it, it seems 
a lot of bands have got the mosh-thing going on these days, |’m a bit afraid we're heading for 
an overdose. Anyway, what about the record? Well, you know what, | feared the worst, but I’ve 
got to admit, | think LINE OF DEFENSE pretty much succeeded in what they wanted to achieve. 
They’ve got this big sound coming out of their amps, the vocalist is pretty pissed off, and they’ve 
obviously tried to get the best result possible. If you ask me, a job pretty well done. Those who 
like the genre, already figured it out by now, pretty good effort by these Dutch dudes. (Ivo) 


LUTI-KRISS — “Sep” CDep 

Pluto * www.pluto-records.com 

| know LUTI-KRISS because my friends in ZACCHARIA are big fans of theirs. Not quite surprisingly, 
cos LUTI-KRISS go for a very DEFTONES/ZAO-esque sort of approach. Excellent stuff for everyone 
who is into what the aforementioned bands are doing. The lay-out is sober, but that’s not a minus. The 
recordings are ass-tight & well-done. This sort of music really needs a impeccable sound in order to bring 
its point across. “Sep” rocks & really makes me want to try to get more stuff by these guys (Bruno) 


MAD CADDIES - 
Fat Wreck 

The new MAD CADDIES has finally arrived!! After hearing “Rock The Planck” | was convinced they 
had lost it and a lot of people shared that opinion. As the release of their new album approached 
it was said they were returning to their roots and the new songs would be more like the ones on 
“Duck And Cover” or “Quality Softcore”. To be honest | wasn’t convinced when | heard it the 
first time as | was expecting the craziness and energy of the aforementioned albums. Listening 
to it some more | discovered some great songs like “Drinking For 11” which is the opening track 
and sets the mood for the rest of the album with the laid back reggae rhythm and the catchy 
horns. Throughout the whole album the CADDIES manage to keep your attention with their mix 
of ska, reggae, dixie and punkrock. Indeed they still have lots of punkrock influences but it's not 
irritating now, let’s say their sound matured and this resulted in a perfect balance between ska and 
punkrock. There’s only one disadvantage: don’t let ska bands play pure punkrock songs because 
most of them suck at it and the CADDIES are no exception. Just listen to “Contraband” or “Riot” 
and you'll know what | mean. This album will never be as classic as “Duck And Cover” but it’s a 
direct hit nevertheless and has some really awesome songs on it that can get you in that summer 
mood in an second. Just give “Game Show” a listen and you'll know what | mean. (Joris) 


“Just One More” CD 


THE MILES APART - “Storyboard” CD 

Green/Boss Tuneage * www.greenrecords.net / www.bosstuneage.com 

| think | first discovered EVERSOR back in the early 90s. It was on their split LP w/ACCIDIA 
and both bands were plain horrible. | hoped I'd never hear from them again. More EVERSOR 
records popped up in my stereo however and | started to like those guys by the minute. Drummer 
Vale quit, but the Morosini bros Lele & Marco continued as THE MILES APART. Their melodic, 
melancholic singalong hardcore/punk strongly reminds of bands like SAMIAM, DESCENDENTS, 
LIFETIME, etc. If you ask me: these guys are ultra talented and they rock big time. Check out their 
record or one of their shows in case they get to play in your area. (Bruno) 


MUAD’DIB - “The Sparks Marks The End” MCD 

Beniihana * www.beniihanarecords.com 

First of all, | would like to say that the choice of name isn’t a really tactical move. For example, if a 
friend of you would say: “Dude, check out MUAD’DIB”, how the hell are you supposed to remember 
that name? And it sounds bad too. Anyway, this release is nothing new. Metal played by hardcore 
kids, some mosh parts, some acoustic bridges, you know the routine. Must we keep on hearing the 
same old riffs, and on top of that, bore the living daylights out of us? Only original thing about this 
record is the lay-out, | mean, a light blue metal records, how many have you come across in your 
life, not much, right? If you like SUNRISE, you'll like this. If you don’t, don’t bother. (Ivo) 


MUMBAJUMBA - “Noise Pollution” MCD 


Fuori Sede * fuorisedehc@libero.it 
MUMBAJUMBA. Vocalist is named BABA. Hahaha, those Italians, smooth names. Release #1 for 
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“Fuori Sede” Records is this 5-song new school hardcore band. “New School Hardcore”, does it 
scare you? Some years ago this term was in the cool book of many kids. In 2003 it just isn’t done 
anymore, right?! Well, it still can be found in the MUMBAJAMBA cool book, and who knows what 
else is in there. What we have here are 5 classic new school songs, heavy guitars and a screaming 
vocalist. Not bad, but it just lacks originality. You get the picture | guess, no more words needed. 
(Piek) 


MXPX - “Ten Years And Running” CD 

Tooth & Nail * www.toothandnail.com 

| dig punkrock, but | never understood what the whole MXPX craze was all about? Was it a 
Christian thing (Tooth & Nail, you know)? Possibly. Was it Californian thing? Naah ... Was it a 
punkrock thing? Likely, but it’s not the kind of punkrock that is in my league. | saw them live at 
Pukkelpop once and even live they could not quite convince me. This CD is sort of an overview 
(best of?) of what they did from 1992 to 2002. Solid punkrock, and “Punk Rawk Show” is one 
hell of a song, but generally speaking | am not an MXPX fan. (Bruno) 


MY FAVOURITE CHORD - “Red Ever Reality” CD/EP 

Ass-Card/Horror Business * www.asscardrecord.com / www.horrorbiz.be 

This is a German band from Dortmund/Minster that plays ‘intense melodic powerful punkrock 
music’ ...at least that’s the way they describe themselves. But this is bad, man! | really don’t like this 
record at all. It’s especially the singer of MY FAVOURITE CHORD that is responsible for the ‘badness’ of 
this release. First of all the singer has a terrible German accent in his English. And second, it’s a very 
annoying, whining voice. As their band name says they have a ‘favourite chord’ and that’s something 
you can hear in their music. Not at all original and always the same tunes. But on the other hand ... 
these are their first recordings so they will probably grow....let’s hope. It’s just when | hear this, | really 
think that other bands should be given the chance to record something instead of them. (Shrimp) 


NEVER FACE DEFEAT - “Promo 2001” MCD 

DIY * www.mkhc.de 

As you may have guessed by the band’s name, these guys play heavy music. | can’t come up 
with any band to compare it with right now, but if you take into account that they play heavy 
music and | tell you they’ve got songs titles like ‘Never Face Defeat’ and ‘Respect 2000’, | think 
you already know what to expect. It could remind me of NYHC, and it definitely does have that 
New Yorkish feel. It’s already their third release, and all of them were released DIY. Now, the 
fact that all their releases have been done DIY could mean two things. Or these guys are die-hard 
DIY people who want to control their own shit or this simply is a band that doesn’t stand out of 
the crowd enough to get a record deal. I’ve heard bands in this genre that were far worse than 
these guys and did get a record deal, but that doesn’t really count for a 
lot. Gotta give ‘em props for carrying on, though. Not bad, but nothing 
groundbreaking here, a release for the fans of the genre. (Ivo) 


Gangstyle * www.gangstylerecords.com 

Fuck. | really didn’t like this. Although these songs were recorded by 
Menno Bakker at the “famous Bunt studios”, | don’t get the deal at all. | 
don’t like the sound & the mix is no good either. NO TURNING BACK play 
fast to midpaced mosh hardcore with good singalongs. The artwork is OK, 
but it looks like a rush job: nice drawings and such, but just not enough time invested in order to put 
it all together in a decent way. (Bruno) 


PALE — “How To Survive Chance” CD 

Defiance * www.defiancerecords.de 

After a year of providing support for bands like ASH, JIMMY EAT WORLD, ELLIOT and THE DONOTS, a 
year headlining shows across Europe, PALE was ready to dive into the studio and record this new album. 
For their songs they got their inspiration in bands like COLDPLAY, THE WHO, THE JAM, BEN FOLDS, 
JOHN LENNON and themselves. | have kind of mixed feelings about this band. They are very experimental 
with all kinds of instruments like synthesizer, horns, piano, strings,... Sometimes that’s cool but in some 
cases it doesn’t fit at all. However, there are some very beautiful songs on this one. (Shrimp) 


PATARENI - s/t CD 
Epistrophy * www.epistrophy.de 
A band from Zagreb, Croatia on a German label both unknown to me. The recordings date from 
way back in 1994 and 1995 and got released somewhere in 2002. It’s not too often you hear 
about Croatian bands and especially not when they play this type of death metal/old time grind. 
It's not that bad but | really don’t like the voice (that typical death grunt) and in my opinion the 
production is a bit too flat but that’s just niggling. The main reason I’m not so fond of this release 
is because of it being a little bit too predictable, there is/are no song(s) that stand(s) out and there 
is so little variety. Maybe people that are into old MORBID ANGEL, DEICIDE and NAPALM DEATH 
in their “Death By Manipultion” era and if they are satisfied with less creativity should check this 
out, because they’re playing that type of death metal. I’m sure that in these times with so many 
metal bands this band will not become the next big thing (| don’t know if they still exist because 
| can’t really find any information on them). Being a Croatian band | was curious what they 
were singing about, but | couldn’t really read the lyrics because they are printed on top of each 
other and also because some of the songs are in their native language (you don’t really hear the 
difference because of the grunting). Sometimes you can hear some great guitar playing (solos 
or a surprising riff), but not really anything out of the ordinary. This 
PHANTOM ROCKERS CD doesn’t exceed the dull mediocrity but I’ve heard worse things, just 
nothing special. (Joris) 


PHANTOM ROCKERS - “Rise Up” CD 

Drunkabilly * drunkabilly@planetinternet.be 

“Psycho Punk’n Roll”. That’s what the sheet says regarding the 

@ PHANTOM’s style. Being a lay-man when it comes down to psychobilly, 
this is a tough one to judge. | doubt if the PHANTOM’s fanbase will 

expand profoundly with this album but |’m pretty confident that their adherents will embrace this 

album with great enthusiasm. Not to mention the addition of Karl Morris (ex THE EXPLOITED) in 

this band. Although | myself am not their biggest fan, this has catchy riffs, nice sing-a-longs and 
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plain guitar solo’s that do make this a real rocker. Imagining their shows, | see kids older than 
thirty, leather jackets, jumping and dashing against each other, finger pointing and spilling beer 
from their half-liter pints. Yeah! (Stefaan) 

THE PIETASTERS — “Turbo” CD 

Fueled By Ramen * www.fueledbyramen.com 

It had been in the making for three years, but finally it arrived: the new PIETASTERS album 
entitled “Turbo”. A lot has changed since their latest effort: They switched from “Hellcat” 
to “Fueled By Ramen” and their bass player died. People who are familiar with the older 
work of this ska band are in for a big surprise. Although some songs, like “Mellow Mood” 
(a BOB MARLEY cover) and “Step Right Up” (an instrumental track that makes you think of 
THE SKATALITES), still have that traditional ska feeling going on, the bigger part is a mix of 
old-school rock, soul and reggae/ska. It’s good to see that a band that made a name out of 
themselves for the past twelve years isn’t afraid of experimenting with their sound. You've 
got to get used to it and at first it’s a big change to hear this album when you're expecting 
something more like their previous record “Awesome Mix Tape #6”. What | like the most is 
the variety of this album and the overall summer feel it has. Whereas some other sk abands 
tend to get boring, THE PIETASTERS keep you wide awake with their terrific blend of punkrock, 
ska and “Motown” influenced rock. Like with lots of bands that incorporate new influences 
in their sound, some of the songs don’t find the right balance between those influences, like 
for example “Wrong With You” and “Got To Say” (which are the only two songs | don’t like). 
Also | really think the artwork is awful and | regret they didn’t include the lyrics (but judging 
them on what | hear they will be about drinking and girls). All in all a fun record for people 
that would like to hear a mix of HEPCAT, ROCKET FROM THE CRYPT 
and soul. (Joris) 


PLAYING ENEMY — “Cesarean” LP/CD 

Escape Artist * www.escapeartistrecords.com 

Unfortunately | completely miss the point of using a totally illegible font 
for the album title and lyrics of this record. Why the hell does a band go 
for this option? Sick minds that do not want their fans to read what they [ame a Ieeger soi ang 
have to say and are all about, | guess. Andrew Gormley and Thom Rusnak 
(both ex-RORSCHACH) are the core of this band, so | guess that explains 
a lot. The Seattle trio entertain us with 10 metallic bone-crushers, devastating stuff with roaring 
drums, a purring bass sound and wicked songs structures. Destructive, frenzied terror. PLAYING 
ENEMY. (Bruno) 


RAKSASAS -— “Bleed For What It Is Worth” CD 

Beniihana * www.beniihanarecords.com 

RAKSASAS is a German band featuring 2 members of MAX REBO KIDS. But be not mistaken, 
this is the one and only thing the bands have in common. RAKSASAS describes their music 
as “Demon Edge Hatecore”, so you know what you can expect. Nine tracks of death-metal 
influenced metalcore. The CD begins with a very typical, cliché sample, and I’m afraid that 
cliché is the keyword for the whole album. Hey, this isn’t bad at all, but | think nobody is waiting 
for another typical metalcore release. My advice: metalcore-addicts get this one, but if you’re 
searching for something new and original, you might wait for their next release. (Maarten) 


REACHING FORWARD - “Complete Discography 1998-2000” CD 

Martyr * www.martyrrecords.com 

REACHING FORWARD was one of Europe’s leading old school bands and now that they’ve broken 
up their popularity in the US reaches unknown heights. Hence this posthumous collection of all the 
vinyl releases these Dutch sXe bastards have spawned out, like the “For the Cause” LP, “Pride is 
Everlasting” 7” and the split 7”s with BLOODPACT and ENSIGN. RxF like their classics and bring 
fast and heavy ’88-inspired hardcore with a raw, powerful and very distinctive voice. Although 
these 25 songs date back a while and they sound less smooth than the ones on their latest album 
this is still great pissed off old school. Besides all these goodies there’s also a live show on here 
which will make you truly understand the impact these guys have on a crowd; although | don’t 
quite get the phenomenon of putting shows on disc. Among those live tracks are covers from the 
legendary Dutch formation MANLIFTINGBANNER, SHAM69 and last but not least ‘Backfire’ from 
the almighty SIDE BY SIDE though, so they’re worth your time. Pay your respects. (Jan) 


REAMPALL! - “Kaddish For An Unborn Poem” 10” 

Gasoline Poetry * www.gasolinepoetry.org 

“All music by Rio Reiser and John Lennon”. Indeed, John Lennon. That's what the back card is 
telling me. A joke?? If so, a bad joke. Insert is packed with lyrics and information, dealing with 
topics such as capitalism, revolution, gender roles... Music wise: mediocre metal core, nothing 
spectacular. My guess is that this is a young band with tons of cool ideas and thoughts. They 
can grow. Short review, want more information? Check the website mentioned above. (Piek) 


RECEIPT — “The Time Is Now” MCD 

Equality * www.equalityrecords.com 

“Through these years of defiance, united we can win” and an X-ed up fist next to a spotless one 
on the front. Damn, this could be another Rick Ta Life side project. Again a remarkable front 
cover after RECEIPT’s “In defence of my own” 7”. Seven tracks in thirteen minutes here; this is 
pissed off, fast-paced NY-hardcore, not unlike AGNOSTIC FRONT or SICK OF IT ALL. Maybe a 
bit unsurprising, but this surely sounds convincing enough to hold my attention, with nice sing- 
a-longs and meaningful words. This band’s lyrics may sound a bit harsh, but given the political 
situation in Italy | can empathize with them. The booklet also incorporates an extensive list of all 
sorts of non-governmental organizations like Save The Children or IFAT. Knowledge is power! 
(Stefaan) 


RED BLOOD HANDS - “8 Spots On A White Mind” CD 

Mas Nada * www.redbloodhands.com 

This record surely is a ‘must have’ for whoever that’s into new school hardcore music. RED 
BLOOD HANDS is an Italian band playing very powerful, varying music. The voice sometimes 
reminds me of Attila PRAY SILENT. Apart of that, this release has a very arty and professional 
looking lay-out. And on the top of that the sound quality is superior. Two thumbs up for this 
awesome band. However one negative point. . their website is in fucking Italian. Pezzo di merda!! 
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(Shrimp) 


RENO DIVORCE - “Naysayers And Yesmen” CD 

Boss Tuneage * www.bosstuneage.com 

Okay, | don’t really know how to describe these guys, but I'll keep it on melodic street punk for the 
moment. And unlike too many street punk bands, they do can play. The songs are pretty good 
structured, and they’ve got a rather rocky feel to their music, especially the solos are strictly from 
CHUCK BERRY’s Solo Manual, if you know what | mean. Well anyway, they are pretty good and it’s 
catchy and blahblahblah, but there are too many releases in this genre and like many other bands, they 
too run the risk of drowning in the mass. And personally, eleven songs are too much for me. (Ivo) 


REVIVE — “What Is Your Answer?” MCD 

Still Believe * www.stillbelieverecords.com 

Some people see Paris as one of the most beautiful, yet most violent cities in Europe (if not the 
world). It’s hard to live in Paris so that’s maybe the reason why all old school bands disappear 
over there? Yet REVIVE remains one of the few. This band was founded after the split of their 
old metal band and thanks to their love for ENSIGN. Damn, talking about an easy review. Just 
think of that ENSIGN melodic sound with an aggressive undertone. Hold your horses, don’t get 
all excited and think this’ll be the new hype, no. They are obviously heading in that direction but 
they haven't reached their goal. In the long run | think it will work out in a good way. Progression 
yeah. Example: I’m no drummer at all but that snare sound kind of gets on my nerves, check that. 
After a 4song demo this is a nice 6song CD which will appeal to some old school kids. Nothing 
ball breaking but a cool effort indeed. (Piek) 


RUNNING LIKE THIEVES - “Same Time Next Year” MCD 
Livewire * www.livewire-records.com 
A lot of old school kids were probably raving all about this new band, consisting of Matt Warnke 
of the legendary sXe icons BOLD and two members of the almost equally old but then again 
totally not as influential SUPERTOUCH. Well, | don’t get BOLD and | definitely don’t get RUNNING 
LIKE THIEVES. This MCD is mid-tempo melodic hardcore with a lot of rock and punk influences, 
dominated by the hoarse voice of Mr. Warnke , which sounds tired and uninspired. | doubt if this 
band would get any recognition at all without all the scenestars in it, but even when trying to be 
as open-minded as possible, the best | can say is that there’s worse smelling garbage out there. 
Ignoring the timbre of the vocals there are some okay tempo and melody twists though, the music 
is typical as hell so not special enough to excite or annoy and well, this EP only lasts 12 minutes! 
Maybe the old farts and some of the youthcrew kids will appreciate this for what it is and for 
me the atypical sound of Matt Warnke’s voice, but then again the mediocre 
recording quality doesn’t help either. If | try really hard | can discern a 
slight touch of DAG NASTY here, but then again they play in the major 
league and RLT will be lucky if they get to play softball at a blockparty. 
» Imagine a tired, slower and more rocking version of BOLD, or imagine 
listening to some of the real and actually good Revelation classics. You 
do the math. If you get BOLD, then get this too! (Jan) 


SAVING THROW — We’re Never On Good Terms With The Light MCD 

Let It Burn * www.letitburnrecords.com 
j-> The SHAI HULUD influence on this disc is fucking HUGE!! Damn yeah, it 
- definitely is. Syracuse, NY's SAVING THROW are all about metallic hardcore 
SEVERANCE al with really melodic technical riffing. Obvious comparisons are (of course) 
| SHAI HULUD and NEWBORN. The recordings are top notch and the artwork 


is OK, but nothing too special. My only real complaint here is: just 3 songs 
and that’s a fucking letdown. | wanna hear more from these guys!! (Bruno) 


SEVERANCE - “Let’s Talk About Us” CD 

Genet * www.genetrecords.com 

After their split CD on “EyeSpy” Records SEVERANCE’s path lead them nowhere but up, and 
up, and up. With this full length record these kids will definitely not grind halt. The cause for this 
accomplishment probably lies for a part in their endeavour to lay all elements of good rock music 
into their songs. SEVERANCE escapes the monotony that seems to be hardcore’s most common 
plague these days. They created a very own style that unquestionably has its roots in hardcore 
although every second of this album exhales the spirit of rock ‘n roll. This is mid-tempo catchy 
music with lots of breaks, melodies, tempo changes and an impressive guitar section. Vocals are 
somewhere between shouting and singing, not unlike the last HOT WATER MUSIC record, while 
a considerable amount of the backings are surprisingly sung by guitarman Bert - who does an 
excellent job there - and a couple of people from befriended bands. Song structures are far above 
average with anthems “Sunbeam Relationship” and “New Song For An Old Ache” (what-an-intro!) 
taking the cake. Lyrics are well-thought and words seem to strike with equal passion as the 
music does. I’ve seen this band grow from a petty standard hardcore band like there have been 
dozens and dozens the past years towards this professional hardworking group of musicians 
it is right now. Although at the time of recording this surely was the best they could achieve, | 
have the feeling that the well might go deeper and more surprises from their side might come 
up in the future. “Let's Talk About Us” is the result of the infinite amount of energy these young 
men seem to carry with them and this shows. Therefor everything they will achieve — and I’m 
confident that it will be a lot — is what they have earned, beginning with a small tour in the U.K. in 
March and a support act for LIAR on their Easter tour through Portugal and Spain. SEVERANCE 
will also be playing at this year’s edition of Groezrock. | most strongly suggest to ALL of you 
to check them out because the few of you who haven't yet heard from this band will be in for a 
surprise. (Stefaan) 


SEVERANCE -— “Let’s Talk About Us” CD 

Genet * www.genetrecords.com 

Maximum Rock ’n Roll! Bruges-based SEVERANCE rock the boat so hard you'll find yourself on 
the Mississippi when listening to their debut full-length. Seems like CIRCLE have a new contender, 
as | was expecting an exact clone of their “21st century hardcore”, and while the influence is 
obviously there, these guys have quickly developed an own and mature sound! Opener ‘Start 
The Noise’ immediately proves that the H8000 days are over and SEVERANCE pour a brand new 
flavour into the scene, with rocking rhythms and passionate vocals covering a wide variety of 
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styles. Vocals at times hinting of Keith Caputo, tempo wise winking at AS r a sicher 
FRIENDS RUST here and there and occasionally going for a raspier HOT = ; 
WATER MUSIC approach, just to give the standard hardcore screams 
even more opportunity to make your nipple hair curl up. Decently crafted 
riffs, well placed breakdowns, good duality of vocals and awesome guest 
appearances of the leading men of THE DEAL and FLATCAT make this 
an awesome release and one hell of a comeback for Genet. Clean layout, 
clean production, clean music. Kleenex anyone? (Jan) 


A SHROUD CAST OVER — Melodies From My Heart To The Grave CDep 

Beniihana * www.beniihanarecords.com 

Hell yeah, here’s another band in the booming league of SHAI HULUD offspring outfits. The 
resemblances are not as blatant as with e.g. SAVING THROW, but they can not be denied. A 
SHROUD CAST OVER goes for a slightly less melodic & heavier approach. Other bands that 
came to mind while listening to this disk were STRETCH ARM STRONG & SNAPCASE. Good 
stuff, | just wished they had been a bit pickier on the artwork ... (Bruno) 


SIXER — “Beautiful Trash” CD 

Byo * www.byorecords.com 

Second full length for Richmond based SIXER that has former members of ANN BERETTA and 
RIVER CITY HIGH, so you can take experience and quality for granted here. This is excellent rock 
‘n roll, with dirty guitars, leather jackets and a harsh voice by a fourfold that definitely knows how 
to compose a good rock song. Every track builds up nicely towards a splendid sing-a-long chorus, 
combined with lots of guitar solo’s and other subtle six string thingies. This sounds a bit like 
NASHVILLE PUSSY, but with a little more punk influences. Even older DROPKICK MURPHYS comes 
to mind. “Furious And Outdone” is my favourite one for sure here, built on a great moving riff and a 
catchy chorus. Highly appropriate album title. Bang that head that doesn’t bang! (Stefaan) 


SNUFF - “Disposable Income” CD 

Golf * www.golfrecords.co.uk 

“Golf” Records is doing great at the moment. With the help of “Plastic Head” Records they've 
been up to a lot lately. They earned their steps with releasing stuff from bands such as LESS 
THAN JAKE, JIMMY EAT WORLD, SAMIAM, THE REAL MCKENZIES... and nowadays SNUFF too 
is on the label. | don’t know why they left (or where forced to leave) Fat Wreck but here they are 
with another full length. Allin all, this is a band that trademarked the sound of a whole area. Being 
around for over ten years helped them to evolve as a band and that’s something we hear on each 
release. The have a sound of their own. A SNUFF sound you can recognize out of a thousand 
bands. I’ve never been a big SNUFF fan; | like some of their stuff, and don’t like other. Yet this is 
aCD1can getinto. The catchy powerful punk rock vibe is all over here. Of the many releases this 
band has, this is one of the better. SNUFF fans all around the globe; it’s safe to pick it up. (Piek) 


SOLEA/CRASH - “Split Vinyl Single” 7” 

Sound Fiction * www.soundfiction.net 

With SAMIAM’s Sergie Loobkoff and Johnny Cruz and TEXAS IS THE REASON’s Garret Kahn, you 
can probably guess that these guys already have got some fine tunes under their belt. No need 
wondering if their new project SOLEA can live up to its members’ past, ‘cause I’m pretty sure they 
can. The two songs delivered on this split 7” have a refreshing sound, nice melodies and some 
delightful post-punk hints. Whereas the first song is more up-tempo, and the second one could 
be more easily described as a shuffle, they both have in common to be excellent songs. Their 
full length, expected around this time, should be on your check out list. Second band on this split 
single is CRASH. Most of the times, if you get a split single one band are always making up for the 
other band’s lack of quality. Luckily, the bands on this record are complementary and fit each other 
perfectly. With two ex-JR EWING members, CRASH too isn’t a complete rookie. CRASH’s sound 
goes more toward the indie-rock sound, resting on melodic hooks reminiscent of STARMARKET. 
Their first donation to the record is rather light footed, with a nice crunch to it. And the second song 
is, listen up boys and girls, an acoustic song that doesn’t bore the shit out of you. Quite rare in the 
circuit these guys move in, even though I’m a sucker for those heartbroken, acoustic songs. Oh 
yeah, they have been on BBC1 one too. How cool is the BBC. Ooh, suits you sir. (Ivo) 


SPARKLE OF HOPE - “What’s The True Meaning Of Love...” MCD 

D.I.Y. * www.sparkleofhope.tk 

These Belgian youngsters teamed up some time ago and here they are, presenting their first musical 
product. | can’t make this review without categorising them in the “emo new school” league. Hope 
no one will mind, that’s just the overall style here. Singer Yves breeds out passion while screaming 
his rather personal lyrics out for the world to hear. All empowered with a lot of melody, brought to us 
guitar wise. Can be compared with AN ACRE LOST or early SKY CAME FALLING, | guess. Nothing 
extremely good here but they certainly have a nice future ahead of them. SPARKLE OF HOPE leaves 
me curious to hear newer songs and to see in what direction they will go. (Piek) 


STAIRLAND — “Shapeless” CDep 

Fuel Music * www.fuelmusic.com 

I’m sure J.P. & Adina are totally psyched about this band. | don’t quite get it though. Guess my 
ears are too conservative for this kind of stuff. These Swedish lads are too industrial to my taste. 
The drum & bass influence they try to ad is a nice try, but it just doesn’t do it for me. They will 
be on tour this spring, so maybe I'll get a chance to check these guys out live and see if a live 
performance by these guys makes more sense or not ... (Bruno) 


A STATIC LULLABY - “... And Don’t Forget To Breathe” CD 

Ferret * www.ferretstyle.com 

Hybrid hardcore! Take something old, something new, something borrowed and something 
blatantly ripped off and you get a pretty good idea what most of these crossover bands are 
all about. A STATIC LULLABY from South California fit right into that category and since 
they are the newest addition to the Ferret roster a lot of kids will get to know them within 
the next couple of months, although they already seem to have quite a live-reputation in the 
US. This young band likes to mix it up with its combination of emo-tunes and vocals with 
more metallic hardcore breakdowns and of course the mandatory overlapping of sung and 
screamed vocals. Fans of GRADE, CAVE IN, THRICE, KILLSWITCH ENGAGE, GLASSJAW 
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and POISON THE WELL will kill for this, and you bet your ass that if they play the game 
right/wrong, they'll be picked up by the nu-metal crowd too. Despite the fact that they’re 
very melodic and emotional and the vocals occasionally tend to sound whiny, there are 
enough decent metallic breakdowns, riffs and whatnots on here to even please the purists. 
This is one of those records that will show up in a lot of lists at the end of the year, it won't 
be in mine though! (Jan) 


STRIVING HIGHER — “At Caelum Certe Patet” CD 
The Decline * gisberg@hotmail.com 
Seven tracks of sheer old school hardcore from our northern neighbours, their first CD-release to 
my knowledge. Dutch STRIVING HIGHER play their music by the book, 
with moshy intros, faster strophes and sing-a-long choruses. This ain't 
# bad at all but! do miss some more originality and a sound of their own. 
i Nevertheless, SH definitely has some really nice melodic parts, like the 
¥ intro to “Decline And Fall” (my fave on this CD) with gooseflesh guitar 
melodies all over it. Belgium’s DISENGAGE or even EYEBALL might be 
a close comparison. This is definitely above average, but there’s more 
@ required to hook me up. (Stefaan) 


STRONG INTENTION — Extermination Vision 10”/CD 

Coalition * www.coaltion-records.com 

Fuck, this is brutal shit!! After a full-length on “Six Weeks”, this is the first release for “Coalition” 
by this Maryland based combo. 14 songs, all fast as fuck, totally abrasive and fucked-up. Perfect 
shit for everyone who digs legendary bands like HERESY, SIEGE, INFEST, ELECTRO HIPPIES, etc. 
And guess what ... they even have guest vocals by no one less than Mr Unity himself: Rick Ta 
Life! Solid stuff. If you are into harsh and fucked up fast tunes, give this one a shot! (Bruno) 


SUNPOWER - “Back To Basics” Demo CDR 

DIY * sun.power@belgacom.net 

Three dudes that were into hardcore while most of today’s kids were still into Playmobil, playing it 80s 
styled, mixing up the hard and fast hardcore from early DC band MINOR THREAT with the melodies 
from 7 SECONDS. Straight forward, no bullshit hardcore punk, with pissed-off lyrics as well as more 
positive words about the pit and their crew, and what do ya know, they even got a song about animal 
rights! Long time no see... The lay-out and the singer’s English could have been better, but all in all, | 
think this is a pretty cool release. Be on the look out for their soon-to-be-released 7”/CDep. (Jonas) 


SURFAHOLICS — “Knee Deep In Gasoline” MCD 

Spiderweb * www.spiderweb.de 

This is odd. I’ve just finished the RENO DIVORCE review, I've put in the SURFAHOLICS’ record 
and it’s remarkably difficult to hear any differences. The only thing | 
could say is that the sound of the SURFAHOLICS is a little bit more 
‘street’ here and there, if you know what | mean. Some ‘screaming in 
4 agony’ vocals and female backings, and a bit harder, but that’s really it. 
m The good thing is that | already feared the worst, and expected some 
4 ‘tataratataaa’-ska (| know they're called the SURFAHOLICS, but really, 
De) a a how many people think ska and surf are the same? Right.) Anyway, 
=. the same goes up here as for RENO DIVORCE, not bad, but nothing 
a. remarkable. (Ivo) 


SWINGIN’ UTTERS — “Dead Flowers, Bottles,Bluegrass And Bones” LP/CD 

Fat Wreck 

| have to admit that | have never been too much of an UTTERS fan in the past ... Their songs are 
cool, mostly short, happy singalong punk tunes with tons of edge. These Bay area heroes have 
released CD after CD and played zillions of clubs and festivals so far. Their huge fanbase worldwide 
had to wait for over 2 years until this new full-length came out. | hear a lot of CLASH influences on 
this one. The piano, violin, accordion, etc. are cool too. | hope they won't be cracking out too many 
“Don't Ask Why” style ballads anymore though. That stuff is crap! Fans of RANCID & DROPKICK 
MURPHYS will also love this stuff and drink many beers while pogoing on yet another UTTERS 
song, hell yeah! (Bruno) 


TECH 9 - “Devil In The Backseat” CD 

| Scream * www.iscreamrecords.com 

“Devil In The Backseat” starts pretty terrific with singalong songs like 
“Bombs Away”, “Come On, Come On”, “Murder In The First Degree”, 
etc. These set the pace for the entire album. It’s catchier than their 
previous stuff, lots of harmony & well-sung clear vocals top it all off. 
The more | listen to this, the more | realise that this album is way more 
rock 'n roll influenced than what they did a couple of years ago. There’s 
still a huge streetpunk influence here, but TECH 9 have surely taken it 
to the next level. I’m all pro. (Bruno) 


TERROR - “Lowest Of The Low” Midprice CD 

Bridge 9 * www.bridge9.com 

Wiehoooo!!! Scott Vogel (ex-DESPAIR, SLUGFEST & BURIED ALIVE) and Todd Jones (CARRY 
ON) are back and there is no way you can hide. TERROR are way more than the newest hype ... 
This 9 song disc smokes from second one till the end. The mosh craze doesn’t seem to come to 
an end. TERROR’s full throttle, straight ahead, stripped down hardcore just has to move everyone 
that is a fan of the genre, or I'll be damned (or maybe | am already?! Hehe). These guys will be 
on the road with BIOHAZARD and CALIBAN this spring (playing at Groezrock a.0.), so be sure to 
join in on the mosh fest while you have the chance. And getting this CD would be a good start 
... (Bruno) 


THREAT OF RIOT - “Seasons” CD 

Coalition of 18 labels * www.treathofriot.com 

What’s up with the record label here? Never before have | seen a band that has more than 
18 labels on its back card, damn!! Going from “Punkar” Records to “Rebound Action”, 
| find 18 fucking labels. Weird shit for the review kid. THREAT OF RIOT. We've got a 
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band with a message, that’s for sure. A part of the booklet is dedicated to the “Global 
Hunger Alliance”, Vivisection info, “Food Not Bombs”... Cool, certainly in a scene where 
thought provoking lyrics are more and more exchanged for “fuck you | will kill you all” 
shit. Nice lyrics (animal/human rights, love for music, respect...) and well combined with 
explanations. They say that they’re just another hardcore band, and that they continue 
making songs because of their love for music. Fast forward punish hardcore is what we 
get served, mixed up with male and female vocals. The female vocalist reminds me at 
WINDFALL’s girl singer. And in a way, so does the music. Not bad at all, a typical melodic 
hardcore band. Negative fact is that originality is lacking on this 9 song CD. |’m curious to 
hear some new THREAT OF RIOT stuff. (Piek) 

TOASTERS -— “Enemy Of The System” CD 

Grover * www.grover.de 

I'm not a huge ska fan, but | can listen to it every now and then. TOASTERS prove that there is 
more than MADNESS, THE SELECTER & Jamaica in the world of ska. They are a long going ska 
ensemble and this new full-length shows them in their prime. 12 songs, all of them really well- 
written, full of hooks ‘n horns and always catchy and refreshing. (Bruno) 


V/A - “Fighting Music Il” CD 

Deathwish * www.deathwishinc.com 

Anyone into hardcore is bound to love this cheap sampler of four of the leading American labels: 
Deathwish, Bridge Nine, Indecision and Thorp. With many of the currently popular bands on here this 
is a great listen for the fans and a serious kick in the arse for those who have no clue what hardcore is 
all about. Starting off with a new song from CONVERGE, continued by tracks from bands as diverse 
as THROWDOWN, NO WARNING, COUNT ME OUT, THE SUICIDE FILE, OVER MY DEAD BODY, 
SWORN IN, REACHING FORWARD, CLENCHED FIST, THE PROMISE, AMERICAN NOTHING, STAY 
GOLD, RINGWORM and many others, this CD is definitely worth the trouble. Bullet-proof! (Jan) 


V/A - “Fuck The World” Split CD 

Superhero * www.superherorecords.com 

“Fuck The World”. Hm, constructive as always, these tough guys. Four bands on this split: 
PAST GLORIES and CUTDOWN hailing from Finland, ONE MILLION THOUGHTS representing 
Germany and also U.K. based BROKEN BONES. All four of them play more or less the same, 
heavy NY-hardcore, and | have to admit, they do it really well. These are surely not my favourite 
lullabies, but, what the heck, the riffs are ok, the mosh parts kill and the lyrics are as hostile and 
meaningless as always. Furthermore it might be important to notice that BB is Bones’ new project 
after DISCHARGE (check those guitar solo’s), that ONE MILLION THOUGHTS, the toughest band 
on this release, have a female guitar player and that the FINNISH band members just have the 
coolest first names around. A big up for the Suomi!!!! (Stefaan) 


V/A - “Fat Music Volume VI” CD 

Fat Wreck 

“Fat Wreck Chords”. There, right now a lot of USA-punkrock band lovers have a boner, right? Fat 
Mike, the crucial dude in your wet dream. That’s OK, cause they/he just released yet another sampler 
crammed with awesome bands, serving us top songs. You like all the bands, and get previously 
unreleased tracks from acts such as NOFuckingX, (killer song) THE GIMMES, ANTI-FLAG, MAD 
CADDIES, LAGWAGON, STRUNG OUT, RISE AGAINST, THE UTTERS, WIZO and FRENZAL RHOMB. 
It's cheap, it rocks. Fat addicts buy it. Easy review. That leaves me some space to speaks about 
the huge amounts of trend-punkrock kids out there these days. Kids who download PENNYWISE 
and NOFX and label their sorry ass as being punkrock. As it seems, they also possess the “Fat” 
samplers, that’s all. That’s the only thing | hate about “Fat” samplers. Opium for the fake punks. 
MTV is offering us some other fake shit nowadays. | just saw AVRIL LAVIGNE rocking it at the Brit 
Awards 2003. That shit was wrong, her show sucked. From now on it’s also clear to me that the 
band around AVRIL LAVIGNE is nothing but a product of the music industry. | hate that. | totally dig 
“her” CD (that’s right, fuck it) but it’s clear that it is a product from the rock and roll money-trend 
machine. Let ‘em shove their image up their ass. Don’t get me wrong, |’m still a fan of the CD but I'll 
skip all the bullshit around it. No more looking out for live-tickets. That image, that sound. No wonder 
hardcore/punkrock gets misunderstood all the time. It isn't about some wide trousers and a pair of 
Vans, it isn’t about “Fat” samplers. MTV kids, as it has been said before, get the fuck out. (Piek) 
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V/A — “No Food, No Sleep, Just Record” CD 

Fueled By Ramen * www.fueledbyramen.com 

This little disc is a sampler of the “Fueled By Ramen” label. The bands 
appearing on this release are THE20GOTO10 (what’s in a name?), 
PUNCHLINE, KISSING CHAOS, AUGUST PREMIER, SLOWREADER, 
BLUELINE MEDIC, THE STEREO (great live band!), PIETASTERS and 


Lf 
WHIPPERSNAPPER. All 9 bands have recently released a new album 5.0) 

or will have a new record out in the next months. All 9 tracks are poppy, 
melodic and emotionally driven (punk)rock songs, except for the SLOWREADER’s song (a soft 


rock ballad) and the PIETASTERS’s song (poppy ska punk). None of the songs on this sampler 
suck, but none of them stand out either. (Jonas) 


V/A - “Contaminated” 5.0 2xCD 

Relapse * www.relaspe.com 

Relapse is one of the best & coolest labels for underground noisy & metallic ‘core. Here’s just 
a few of the 45 bands that you will find on this budget 2xCD sampler: MASTODON, BURNT BY 
THE SUN, THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN, (exclusive track!), HIGH ON FIRE, NILE, NEUROSIS, 
PIG DESTROYER, BONGZILLA, TODAY IS THE DAY, SUFFOCATION, DYING FETUS, THE END, 
DISFEAR, MORTICIAN, AGOARAPHOBIC NOSEBLEED, BENUMB, NASUM, REPULSION and so on 
and so on!! Over 150 minutes of some of the best ‘n noisiest stuff at the ultra cheap price of a mere 
8/9 euro, how cool is that? (Bruno) 


V/A - “From Punk To Ska Vol 2” 2xCD 

Wolverine * www.wolverine-records.de 

Sascha Wolff managed to get 52 bands for the 2nd edition of Wolverine’s “From Punk To Ska” 
sampler. All bands play ska or skapunk and all of them are German!! A tremendous effort indeed. 
Some of the bands included are: SKIN OF TEARS, TERRORGRUPPE, KICK JONESES, THE 
BUSTERS, BENUTS, LOADED, SCRAPY, FRAU DOKTOR, SCHWARZ AUF WEISS, HAMMERHAI, 
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STAMPIN'GROUND - trapped - 10"nd 
AGNOSTIC FRONT - believe - 10"pd 
UP FRONT - keeping the spirit alive - 10"nd 


‘Black r eign over Europe’ , SHELTER - power of positive - 10"pd 


IGNITE - sea shepherd - 10"pd 
Tour 2003 BELEN COMIN'CORRECT - hardcore pride - 10"nd 


brought to you by 11PM, Allschools Network, 


MAD bookings, Music-Scan, Southspace Art & Noise er detec tli 


21.03. Mainz - Haus der Jugend (Germany) 
+ TOXPACK 

22.03. Maastricht - European Hardcore Party 
(Netherlands) + BLOOD FOR BLOOD 

23.03. Brasschaat - JH Hob Nob (Belgium) 

+ NO TURNING BACK + LAWSTREET 16 


24.03. Bochum - Zwischenfall (Germany) = : AVAILABLE NOW! 


25.03. Hengelo - Innocent (Netherlands) P = — 
26.03. Amsterdam - Winston (Netherlands) write to: vacationhouse@tin.it 
27.03. Schweinfurt - Alter Stadtbahnhof j se 
+ | (Germany) 

28.03. Chemnitz - Ajz Tahischok (Germany) 
~|+GC5 

29.03. Wolfsburg - Kaschpa (Germany) 
30.03. Den Bosch - Cafe De Boulevard 
(Netherlands) 

31.03. Frankfurt - Cave (Germany) 

01.04. Hamburg - Scandia Bar (Germany) 
02.04. Berlin - Wild At Heart (Germany) 
03.04. TBA (Germany) 

04.04. Lugau - Landei (Germany) 

05.04. Weinheim - Cafe Central (Germany) 
06.04, Brussels - Magasin 4 (Belgium) 

+ SETTLE THE SCORE + LAWSTREET 16 + 
BETWEEN THE LINES + STRUGGLING TIME 


OUT NOW ON RPP RECORDS fF" 
‘Black Reign’ CDEP P 
5 new songs & 2 live tracks 


www.inhumanilegion.com 
www.rpp-hc.com >? fo GRS 
alain@rpp-hc.com | « 73a 


CALL US TODAY 
+32 (0)56 320178 


PROFIT 


PROMOTION 


Merchandise speaks louder than any other pro- With our low Ps Ic es you can resell your garments for 

_Z motional or sales tool. When someone is wearing an easy 1-200% profit while keeping your prices 

A your garment, they are transformed into a human reasonable. 
illboard. itis the most economical, enduring 


and cherished promotional item. 


NO MINIMUM ORDERS 


Whether you want 1 shirt or 10.000, we will do 
oe It | Ls also pick whatever sizes/ quantities you 
~ want. 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY 
~~ AND PRICES 


Wet use the highest quality produets and brands 


FAST & RELIABLE SERVICE ie 


>We deliver when and where vou Wi want it. Anywhere in Europe. Very cheap shipping conditions. 
Large orders get FREE SHI 
Running out of merch ? Call us aa within days, we get you what you need! 


‘LAST MINUTE - NO PROBLEM!) oe 
Shims Mbuttons - stickers - patches - Oli more ? 


L___ I FIWE(CANLTIDO iTaNOIONECCANI (SS 


Girt ® Ss 
bo Pag 


vants OXI MERCH Visit our website for more details and references 
from your current supplier and we will Bands, Booking agents, studios,clubs, ... JOIN OUR AFFILIATES PROGRAM! 
match or beat your current pricing. , ‘ F 
WWW.TOXICMERCH.COM 
EASY PAYMENT WUW We 4 oe Be a four uchouse art aapar 
@ Call today at aad 320178 or at +32 (0)473 585618 
wth iin eat Fax : +32 (0)56 205077 - email: info@rawkahula.com ; xt 
TOXIC MERCH CALL US TODAY - WE ARE READY TO DO YOUR MERCHANDISE NOW TOXIC MERCH 


“Revelation” records still is one of my all-time favourite record labels. | remember ordering records and shirts back in the late 80s, when they were still located in New 
Haven, Connecticut. NO FOR AN ANSWER, SIDE BY SIDE, SICK OF IT ALL and GORILLA BISCUITS had just come out and | was amazed by the power and the energy 
these bands all had in common. | had turned sXe a year before myself and there wasn’t a great deal of bands that had the Edge, so it was an extra motivation to me. 
| played all these records over and over again. | also remember that if you ordered something, it took a long time before you would get it. | didn’t even mind, coz they 
always included extra goodies in the packages they sent; sometimes even special shirts with miss-prints etc... | kept on following “Rev” and even until today | know 
some people who work there and especially Vique has always been a long time friend of mine, so please read on...(interview by Hans Verbeke) 


Please introduce yourself. 


| am Vique Martin, otherwise known as Vique Simba, aged 31. 
| am the manager of “Revelation” records, as well as the owner 
of “Simba” records and writer/publisher of “Simba” Fanzine. 
Who | am? That’s a whole ‘other story... 


The story is, you moved out of rainy England to sunny 
Huntington Beach to work for “Rev”? How did that 
happen? 


Jordan asked me to come to Huntington Beach to help figure 
out how to improve the way things worked at “Revelation” in 
March 1998. We worked so well together that he asked me to 
move, not really thinking that | would do it. But | did. Things 
were a little rocky to start with, mostly due to a bunch of 
problems that | was dealing with in my personal life, but things 
are great now, and have been for a long time. 


How does your working day look like, what’s the first 
thing you do and how do you finish your day? What is 
your job at “Rev”? 


| usually arrive to a stack of email and faxes and | open them all, 
answer the really easy ones, print out orders and then get them 
in the wheels of being processed. | handle all foreign orders and 
US/Canadian distribution. | deal with about half the bands on 
“Revelation” - CHRISTIANSEN, GARRISON, SHAI HULUD, CURL 
UP AND DIE, and ELLIOTT are the main bands that | deal with. 
Other members of staff deal with DAG NASTY, FALL SILENT, ON 
THE MIGHT OF PRINCES and SINCE BY MAN. CHRISTIANSEN and 
SHAI HULUD are the main bands that | talk to every day though. 
CHRISTIANSEN because there’s always something happening 
as they are on tour a lot. SHAl HULUD because we are working 
hard on getting the new record out as soon as possible [probably 
January or February 2003]. | supervise the other two sales reps 
- so I’m the sales manager, and | spend a lot of time making 
sure things run smoothly with production, buying, warehouse 
management, shipping, computer problems. I’m the accountant 
as well - so | process all the money that comes in and all the 
money that goes out, and help make decisions on where money 
is spent. | listen to new demos every day and talk to prospective 
new bands, talk to older bands that have questions, distributors, 
other label people, booking agents, and pressing plants/printing 
places. Every day is busy from morning until night and every 
day is different. Some days are really smooth, with lots getting 
done. Other days are chaotic, with a million things happening 
and the work seeming to get more rather than making a dent in 
it. | love it all. | also usually represent Revelation at conferences, 
festivals and shows... so | spend a lot of time travelling and then 
catching up with things. | went to “Krazy Fest”, “Monster Fest’, 
“Hell Fest” and “Furnace Fest” this year as well as “Macrock”, 
“SouthBySouthWest” and “Midem”. Next month I’m off to “Mass 
Skate Fest”. | love travelling and seeing old friends and making 
new ones as well as seeing my bands and checking out new ones. 
| usually finish the day talking to Jordan, as things mellow out and 
that’s when discussions and decisions usually happen... 


How would you describe the big boss Jordan 
Cooper, he seems like the kind of person that is 
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more in the background, there’s hardly interviews 
and whatever else... 


He answers interviews if people send them - but he normally 
takes a while. I’ve been friends with Jordan since 1991 when 
Gorilla Biscuits stayed at my house in London, and he was 
with them on tour. He’s a lovely man. He is really mellow and 
quiet and therefore prefers to kind of be in the background. He 
doesn’t really like travelling, so he usually opts out of attending 
conferences and things like that.... so it’s a good job that I’m 
outgoing and able to step in to handle that. He’s really talkative 
once he knows someone... but it takes a while for most people 
to get to that point. He is definitely the big boss though. He still 
makes all the decisions... 


What is your favourite “Rev” release past and present? 


Wow, that’s a hard question. I’m going to choose a top three. 
Of the older stuff I'd have to say the QUICKSAND 7”, GORILLA 
BISCUITS — “Start Today”, and the STATUE 12”. | think a 
category of “middle stuff’ should be allowed. So for that | 
would say both TEXAS IS THE REASON records and the KILL 
HOLIDAY album. Of the new stuff: the CHRISTIANSEN CDep, 
GARISSON — “A Mile In Cold Water” and the THIRTY-TWO 
FRAMES CDep. 


Which band would fit on the “Rev” roster but is 
impossible to sign? 


Another hard question. That | like? Hmmmm. Kristofer Astrom, 
THE GLORIA RECORD and THE FRAMES are probably the 
bands | like the most these days. None of them would really 
fit on Revelation though. Maybe ALKALINE TRIO? That’s my 
answer! 


How’s the scene back there? 


It’s kind of shitty. | prefer the scene on the East Coast and 
places like Louisville, KY. The scene in SoCal is mostly really 
young kids - which | find kind of weird. | like scenes where the 
age is really varied, you know? 


What would you recommend to people that want to 
start up a label or just started one. 


Work hard and take it seriously. Don’t rush releases out - get 
promos of your CDs and mail them out about 6 weeks before 
the CD comes out and that way there should be reviews of 
the record when the record actually comes out. Work hard at 
talking to people at magazines and fanzines to get the band 
interviews. And make them TOUR! 


What is missing in hardcore these days? 
Heart. 
What does veganism and straight edge mean to you? 


Veganism is the only right way to be. Eleven years strong and 
I'll never change that. Meat, dairy and suchlike are things that 


should never been eaten. It’s not right to deprive something 
of life, or make it live a life of torture, just because it tastes 
nice. Straight-edge is a powerful scene to belong to. It aids 
in helping people stay off drugs and drinking. I’m a terrible 
drunk and therefore | don’t want to drink. Having friends that 
also abstain from such things helps me stay this way. Drinking 
and social drug use is not something that | have a problem 
with at all for others.... as long as it’s done in moderation and 
responsibly. 


If you would have to meet up with yourself, would you 
be a good friend of yourself? 


| think so. I'd certainly have lots in common with myself! | think 
I'd be very impressed. | think I’m a good friend. 


What is the next big thing we can expect on the 
label? 


CHRISTIANSEN are going to be huge. We have the new SHAI 
HULUD album and the new ELLIOTT albums - both coming 
out in Jan and Feb of 2003. Then in March and April we will 
hopefully have new albums by two new “Rev” bands: SINCE 
BY MAN and ON THE MIGHT OF PRINCES. After that we’re in 
the planning stages [booking studio times, and planning when 
they will be ready to record] for a CURL UP AND DIE CDep, 
THIRTY-TWO FRAMES full-length and CHRISTIANSEN full- 
length. I’m very excited about the CHRISTIANSEN! 


How many people are working at “Rev”? 


Well, let me run through them and you can count. Jordan 
[big boss], myself, Alex [sales], Adam [sales and street team 
manager], Thorns [distribution buyer and production], Eric 
[mail-order], Sal [mail-order], Greg [screen printing], Greg 
[warehouse], Igby [warehouse manager], Ghazal [publicist], 
Justin [publicity intern/assistant], Larry [some A&R, video 
stuff and webmaster], Shaan [some web store stuff, weekly 
update writer and data entry person], John [marketing] and 
Tom [graphic design]. 


Tell us about the vault with all the collector 
records... 


Well, it’s basically a big cupboard that locks shut, but we 
Call it the vault. in there are copies of all the really old, really 
rare “Revelation” vinyl, along with a few copies of all of the 
Revelation releases on coloured vinyl and Chung Kings and test 
presses. So, it really is full of rare treasures... 


Tell us a story that has been kept as a secret at “Rev”... 


If | told you it wouldn’t be a secret... maybe | should tell 
you about how two years ago we had a rat rotting between 
Our warehouse and the one next door in the wall cavity. It 
smelt worse than anything else you could possibly imagine. 
We called in experts many times but apart from knocking 
walls down there was nothing that could be done. We had 
to burn smelly candles and incense and just wait for it to 
decompose. It did... eventually... 
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ISIS 


songstructures, harmonic popsongs derailing into a unique sound. 


sessions. Recorded by Steve Albini, mastered in the Abbey Road studios. 


; {ISIS — VALINA VALINA i 
‘Oceanic’ 2xLP/CD | Celestial’ LP / CD ‘Ship to escape’ 7" ‘Vagabond’ LP / CD : 
TRUST NO ONE / IPECAC _ 1 ESCAPE ARTIST / SUBSTANCE SINGLE CONSPIRACY RECORDS i 

HYDRAHEAD SERIES — ' 

EUROPEAN TOUR FROM Recorded by Steve Albini Valina can be raw, intimate and ultimately captivating. Falling apart 
09/03 UNTIL 14/04. during the Vagabond : 
i 


LOTUS EATERS LICKGOLDENSKY —— HAWK WHITE CIRCLE |4 
‘Mind control for ‘The Beautiful Sounds xxx’ CD CRIME CLUB 
infants’ CD Of...’ CD NEUROT RECORDINGS ‘These are the secret 
NEUROT RECORDINGS ESCAPE ARTIST This band combines all the sounds of fear’ MCD 
A most comfortably (feat. ex Turmoil) a elements of early CONSPIRACY RECORDS 
si : : ink Floyd, Man Is The 
intriguing sonic nudge by ( Bastard, and King Crimson, club 
James Plotkin, Aaron Turner |= Ctobptotwshy | wins ‘new-school black RELEASE DATE: APRIL 22 } white! cirde crime c 
and Stephen O'Malley) metal sensibility. 
= pF FORMATT HAYMARKET RIOT omen eee] CONTEMPORARY STEVE VON TILL , 
‘st’ "CDEP ‘Bloodshot Eyes’ LP/CD =] PUNK UNIT ‘tf | should fall to ye 
ROBO RECORDS DELBOY RECORDS == Can you ns oe cD the field’ CD fae. 
s IDEAL RECORDINGS NEUROT RECORDINGS es 
ies Less rock, but hard as Tae we 
fe fuck and demented hi e S. 
tech electronics. a 


CAVE IN BOTCH ANODYNE PLAYING ENEMY 

‘Tides of tomorrow’ ‘Anthology of dead ‘The Outer Dark’ LP/CD ‘Cesarean’ LP / CD 

6 song cd # ends’ MCD ESCAPE ARTIST ESCAPE ARTIST 
HYDRAHEAD HYDRAHEAD 


(ex Kiss It Goodbye) 


FLAYING ENEMY 
ceae rere 


} STAIRLAND LADDIO BOLLOKO IN PIECES 7 ROTKOP MAGAZINE 

} ‘Shapeless’ MCD een ‘The life and times of ‘Learning to accept _—~|_ limited monthly AS 

)) FUEL MUSIC eo. a wee = 2xCD silence’ LP / CD a copyzine featuring 
- = NO QUARTER ESCAPE ARTIST q artwork by the likes of 


i PRUTPUSS, TYFUS, 
<=>| APETOWN and many 
others. THINK FAST! 


deol DMN } x % Fe 7 ra : s oh : a: ? pees i 
APETOWN, ORG *SHOPS CONTACT BANG!* 


CONSPIRACY RECORDS AND DISTRIBUTION 
PO BOX 269 - 2000 Antwerp 1 - Belgium - Pho: 0032 (0)3 225 19 29 - Fax: 0032 (0)3 295 39 49 
chao nig records.com - more info on: www.conspiracyrecords.com 

CHECK OUT OUR STUFF IN FOLLOWING STORES: JJ Records (Hasselt & Leuven), Stereophonic Records (Antwerp) 


DIY REVENGE! 
Finally out this split 7", featuring 2 new powerfull songs 
by the italian ultrascreamingmoshers KAFKA and 3 freshly 
recorded anthems by dEFDUMp, new school hardcore 

at its best from Luxembourg. Excellent production, 
ist press 1000 copies, all on white vinyls!!! 
=X2 Don't miss it! Trades are welcome. 
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in the 2tst centdry — 


ENDSTAND-KAFKA VVAA - Plastic Culture La strada brucia ancora Think. try 3 way split CD 


diferente actitud juvenil Food Not Bombs Compilation CD. with: 4 Dear Life Corp., 
split CD. benefit CD The best of he vs. oi! Never Was, 
Second press of this —_ with Most Precious Blood, music in Italy. Against. 
intense split. Endstand, HHH, Hurry Up! chose 3 songs by each band. | 
Finland VS Italy. Kill your idols, Engrave, lot of hc unreleased only if you like hc... 


With love, Jane songs by Mach5, Php that good one! 
and many more! & many more! 


NO! RECORDS c/o Luca Villa 
Via Cadighiara 18/14, 16133 Genova, Italy. 
http://www. kafka. it 


HURRY UP! records c/o Matteo Ferrari 
Via Mazzini 2, 26015 Soresina (CR), Italy. 
http://www.hurryuprecs.com 
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NeW CD & LP FEATURING 15 SONGS! 
IN STORES NOW! 


FAT WRECK CHORDS P.O. BOX 193690 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94119 www.fatwreck.com 
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hd CD “ANTI-ANTHEMS" IS OUT NOW od 
Anti- Anthems Tour 
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2NDOFAPRIL ANCIENNE BELGIQUE essere | 
UITVER 
4TH OF APRIL ENTERROCK GENK 


JTHOFAPRIL DENDERMONDEROCKT DENDERMONDE 
1OTHOFAPRIL = DEWARANDE TURNHOUT 
TITHOFAPRIL §=CC RENE MAGRITTE LESSINES 


12TH OF APRIL OUDE STADSFEESTZAAL MECHELEN 
18THOFAPRIL §=©6TMF CAFE MECHELEN 


19TH OF APRIL MARCONI STUDIO BRUSSEL 
247H OF APRIL SOUNDSTATION LUIK 
25TH OF APRIL U'ENTREPOT ARLON 
26THOFAPRIL CAPITOL EUPEN 
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Recently, Sweden’s most popular punkrock band VENEREA played a sold-out Cactus Club in Bruges, Belgium. Hundreds of kids enjoyed the melodic tunes of these 


Scandinavian punkrock gods. A few weeks later Bull Shrimp had a cosy little chat with singer/bassist Mikael ‘Mike’ Persson. 


When you guys played Belgium you announced a tour with the American band TEN 
FOOT POLE? What’s up with that? 


Yes, it’s a European tour starting on the 21‘ of January. All the dates are confirmed, plus there 
might be few more up later on. And no, we're not heading for the States. We most want to, but | 
guess we have to wait a bit more until that glorious day. 


Who contacted who for the tour? Did you guys propose the idea to TEN FOOT 
POLE? 


Well, it was our manager Martin (at “Bad Taste” records.) who fixed the plot for us. As you all 
know TEN FOOT POLE has a new album out, “Bad Mothertrucker” (“Victory” records), and after 
their US tour they wanna promote it over here in Europe too, and they sort of asked us. Martin 
told them about us, they heard some of our material, they told us they liked it and asked us if we 
wanted to join them on tour. We really wanted to, and there you have it! 


Have you already toured outside Europe? 


No, not yet. We were supposed to go to Canada in 2001, but the promoter “over there” screwed 
it up bigtime — twice!! Like | said before, we'll just have to wait a bit longer. 


Are you planning a new album? 

You damn right there’s a new album coming up!! Yeah, we’ve just finished up the whole thing. We 
recorded it at the same place in Falkenberg (our fine little hometown) as last time, but we did the 
mixing and stuff at Berno in Malmo where we all live now. It sounds so incredibly much better this 
time compared to “Losing Weight, Gaining Ground”. We're very pleased with it. Can't wait to hear 
what the folks out there have to say about it. 


Still to be released on “Renate” records? 
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Nope, “Renate” records is out of the picture. The very fine people at “People Like You” records 
(MAD SIN, THE BONES, AWESOME MACHINE etc.) will put it out. The album will be called “Out 
In The Red”. First we kind of wondered if this would be a good label for us, and so did they. Only 
because they have a lot of “stoner-rock” and other rock ’n roll stuff. We discussed it all and we're 
very glad to be a part of the “People Like You”-family, and so are they. They told us they wanna 
expand their roster with various styles of music. Plus we're extremely happy about the thing that 
we now have a great distribution. We still receive a lot of mail from people who can’t find our 
records. “People Like You” records will also release our back-catalogue, so hopefully the folks 
out there won’t have any problems finding our albums in the future. 


Didn’t you get an offer by “Bad Taste” or “Ampersand” or some other famous 
punkrock label in Sweden? 


Eh, no! “Ampersand” doesn’t exist anymore. And “Bad Taste” doesn’t fancy our music that much. 
| mean, they like certain stuff, but not that they wanna sign us. Still they’re good friends of ours, 
and some employees have been helping us out a lot for this album. Martin, our manager; Jonas, 
who’s doing the layout, and Jens who took the pictures. Bjorn as well of course, for letting his 
employees invest valuable time in us — thanx a bunch guys!!! 


Now, let’s talk about your previous piece of art “Losing Weight, Gaining Ground”. 
Is there some story behind this title? 


Yeah, but no one except us would get it. There are some other angles as well. One is that the 
original thought was “Gaining Weight, Losing Ground” to go with the “Losing End Of Punk” lyric, 
which is pretty ironic. We changed it & sort of turned irony back on itself. And yeah, we're all 
getting fatter and fatter. | think the title of PROPAGANDHI’s masterpiece “Less Talk, More Rock” 
is ironic in the same way as another angle; the lyrics aren’t exactly lighter than before, as you 
might have noticed. 


The lyrics became more serious on that release. How come? 
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We’re not 12 anymore, but the humour is still 
there, | think. Maybe darker and more ironic, 
less silly, but you'll discover it if you listen 
hard enough. You can only write so many 
songs about flatulence and sex and still keep 
it fun and incredibly interesting. Also, I’ve 
written more humorous songs in Swedish 
lately. Anden’s lyrics aren’t as hilarious as 
Robert Smith’s either. Fred’s lyrics so far 
have been full of grim reapers and blood and 
scream bloody gore, so maybe that'll be a 
new avenue of guffaws for us in the future. 


In the song “The Revolution Will Be 
Televised” Nostradamus is guest- 
appearing. Do you believe in what 
he said? 


Nope. He was just tripping. | have a good 
friend who writes great surreal songs based 
almost exclusively on his drug experiences, 
and people who don’t know that interpret 
them in the most fantastic ways, me included. 
It's most rewarding, but it’s not real in the 
sense that we figured out what he saw and 
felt. So if Nostradamus’ visions make people 
think twice; great, but | don’t think you should 
trust them like the speaking clock, if you know 

what | mean. | meant that some people would x _ ZZ 
need a dead prophet/clairvoyant to actually 
telephone them (as they’re not reading) to € 
understand that things really don’t look too 
good, and that television is pacifying. CNN 
is subjective entertainment, not objective 
reports on the state of the world. A lot of 
people would rather see a colourful and 
exciting TV-show broadcasting the end of 
the world than actually turn off the tube and 
think for themselves, and do something about 
their/our situation. Or something like that. | 
guess that’s not totally obvious from reading 
the lyric, but it’s a song, not an article. After all, if someone thinks it’s about something else, of 
course it is. | do believe in clairvoyance, by the way, because | have a feeling that the future has 
already happened and can be misinterpreted just as well as the past. 
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Another song on that album is “The Losing End of Punk”. In the lyrics you say that 
all heavy metal covers are gone. Which covers did you use to play? 


Oh boy, we played tons of them: DIO “Holy Diver”, AC/DC “Shot Down In Flames” & “Let There 
Be Rock”, TRUST “Antisocial”, METALLICA “Motorbreath” among others. We also did a whole 
lot of punk ones, of course: THE HARD-ONS, THE RAMONES, THE EXPLOITED, GANG GREEN, 
BAD RELGIION, SLOPPY SECONDS,... As for Dana his favourite metal band is AC/DC, Anden 
starts tripping when he hears MAIDEN, Fred’s losing it when hearing SLAYER and | totally dig BAD 
NEWS. Another collective favourite is WHITESNAKE, when Micky Moody was still in the band. 


What are your main musical influences? Which bands do you like? 


| guess the SoCal sound is the common denominator (Viva CHEMICAL PEOPLE!) as well as 
Japanese punk (STUPID PLOTS, QUADIALACHA, LIFE BALL,...) but we have a lot of different 
passions on the side. Fred is heavily into death metal, Anden brings us some hardcore - & UK 
pop influences (THE SMITHS, THE CURE,...), | listen to singer/songwriters mostly, but Dana is 
pure punk. He wants you to fuck off. | guess we have to mention MINOR THREAT, STIFF LITTLE 
FINGERS and THE CLASH too. Oh, and NOFX. My favourite band is THE WEAKERTHANS | could 
go on forever, really. 


Since VENEREA’s origin, a lot of different members have been in the band. The 
current line-up is Mike on vox, Dana and Anden on the guitar and Fred hitting the 
snare. Which line-up changes happened since “Both Ends Burning”? 


Dana, Bengan, Talle & a guitarist called Stenslund started playing back in 1990 under the 
VENEREAL DISEASE moniker. Back then, Dana played bass, but switched to guitar when | 
replaced Stenslund in ‘91, after having met Dana & Bengan at PSYCHOTIC YOUTH ’s 100" gig. An 
old band of mine also supported VD once. Anden replaced Bengan, who we sacked before “Both 
Ends Burning” was recorded. Talle was replaced by Matt (who produced the album & played 
drums on the 10”), who in turn was replaced by Fred, our old driver & merch guy. 


Which background did these new members have? Were they in other bands? 
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Anden used to be in SCARECROW & Fred sang in some old metal band as well as Dana’s other 
band, the FBG GANGSTERS. | am a folk rock singer in my spare time, described as a Swedish 
equivalent to LOUDON WAINWRIGHT Ill, which |’m flattered by. | have a record out with a band 
called BARABBAS MUSIKKOLLEKTIV & | play bass with Daniel Bejmar, who I’ve also recorded 
with, but that’s in Swedish. 


Where did you meet these new members? 


SCARECROW supported us a couple of times & Fred’s been a friend since high school. We got 
tired of trying out drummers, so we told him to start beating the skins, which he’s been doing for 
almost four years now. He’s a quick learner, as well as an angry one. He’s broken more drum 
sticks than you’ve had hot dinners. 


In the beginning VENEREA was a 3-piece band. Why did you have a second 
guitarplayer? 


Because Dana is crap, but he attracts a lot of girls, so | can’t sack him. No, we’ve always had two 
guitarists and two singers, but founding member Bengan wasn't into it anymore and we couldn't 
find a replacement in time, so we had to do “Both Ends Burning” as a trio. Anden sings a bit on 
it, though. For your information, Bengan was the singer on “Supersurfin Fun”, “Lazyworm’”, “Be 
Nice” and other crap oldies and goldies. Some more interesting facts: Bengan is now recording 
with the FOOTSTOMPERS after a brief spell with DAILY DISTORTION. Check out the cheapish 
“Kabuki Knights” compilation on German label “Cesar” records for great otherwise unreleased 
tracks by us & them & SCARECROW too. By the way, SCARECROW ‘s other guitarist Tabben 
& Patrik ‘Sudden’ Sundin who later joined PRIDEBOWL also tried out for the guitarist spot for a 
couple of months. Great guys, both of them. 


Did Anden add something new to the sound or to the band in general? 

No, but he’s just as cute as Dana. He sings on “Just The Same”, “Burns Away” and “Woodfall”, 
the first of which he also wrote. And we duet on “For The Present”. He’s one helluva harmony 
singer too. Now he’s writing a lot more, so the next release will be even more of a group effort. He 
brings a stronger hardcore element to the band, as well as some indie pop influences. 


Good to find out all of these VENEREA facts. See you guys later at one of 
your shows! 
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